




A B O U T  T H E  B O O K
// STUDY WITH US
This is the beginning of our 10-week journey through the Book 
of James. We hope you will join us as a church as we study God’s 
word together. Each week we will be studying through half 
of a chapter. We will look at James’ teaching and some of the 
corresponding teachings of Jesus. There is a space to make notes 
each Sunday and a memory verse for each week. 

Our prayer is that your faith will grow as you study this book. 

// HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The Book of James was written by James, the half-brother of 
Jesus. James was a leader in the Messianic church in Jerusalem, 
that Peter had started. This was the first Christian community, 
and was made up primarily of Messianic Jews. James led this 
church for 20 years through famine, poverty, and persecution. 

This book is written as a letter to Messianic Jews, but it is full of 
wisdom applicable to all Jesus followers. The book of James is a 
short, 5 chapter book that is full of wisdom influenced by Jesus’ 
teachings and Proverbs. These teachings can be summarized 
by these two commands:  love God and love your neighbor as 
yourself.



WEEK 1 - TESTING OF YOUR FAITH
This week’s text: James 1:1-18 
This week’s memory verse: 
James 1:12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial be-
cause, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 1 - TESTING OF YOUR FAITH
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:1-18 Focus in on v 2-4
// Teaching
The first four words are incredibly powerful- “count it all joy.” Joy 
and trial aren’t usually used in the same sentence. Typically, we 
think of joy when peace and good things are in our life. What 
James is teaching these Jewish people who are suffering is that 
they need to begin changing their perspective on trials. You can 
have joy in the midst of trials. How? By understanding that they 
are going to produce maturity in your life.
// Question
How can we approach hard times with expectation and joy? 
// Application
Take time today to pray with gratitude for trials that produced 
growth in you. 

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 1:1-18 Focus in on v 5-8
// Teaching
Why does James transition to talking about wisdom in vs. 5? 
Because we need wisdom as we go through a trial. James isn’t 
transitioning to a new topic in these verses that we’re reading 
today. The subject is still facing trials and tribulations. James is 
just advocating that we ask God for wisdom with faith as we go 
through a trial. By receiving wisdom, God will make the trial pur-
poseful and allow us to learn and grow. 
// Question
Do you believe that God will give you wisdom if you ask? 
// Application
Take time today to pray and ask God for wisdom. 



WEEK 1 - TESTING OF YOUR FAITH
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:1-18 Focus in on v 9-11
// Teaching
Many times in life we can dream about being successful in life. 
Sometimes we view trials as the things keeping us from the life 
we dream of and the success of wealth, power, authority, etc. 
Living successfully, however, is about growing in our relationship 
with God and with others. Sometimes difficult circumstances 
open up greater opportunities to connect with God and people. 
// Questions
If you viewed success as growing with God and others how 
would your life be different in 5 years? How would the people 
around you be different?
// Application
Invest time today into this success.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 1:1-18  Focus in on v 12–15
// Teaching
There’s a difference between a test and a temptation. Tempta-
tion’s purpose is to cause us to sin. The purpose of a test is to 
know God more and develop as a follower of Jesus. One brings 
blessing and one brings damage. If the difficulty in your life can 
help you know God more and develop you, then it is a test that 
God will use in your life. “Blessed are you who persevere through 
trials for you will receive the crown of life.”
// Question
How can you spot the difference between a test and a tempta-
tion in your life? 
// Application
Take action steps today to eliminate temptation from your life.



WEEK 1 - TESTING OF YOUR FAITH
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:1-18 Focus in on v 16-18
// Teaching
We all enjoy receiving a good gift from time to time. That’s why 
we look forward to birthdays and Christmas. But, sometimes, 
we can mistake what a spiritually good gift is. If we believe that 
God loves us, is a good Father, and loves to give us good gifts, 
then why wouldn’t we view a test from God as a good gift? We 
wouldn’t run from or throw away a good gift that someone gives 
us. We would receive it with joy. Let’s receive, with joy, the good 
gifts that come from God. Tests included. 
// Question
What good and perfect gifts from God can you identify in your 
life today?
// Application
Thank God for those gifts.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 1:12



WEEK 2- HEARING & DOING THE WORD
This week’s text: James 1:19-27 
This week’s memory verse: 
James 1:25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom, and continues in it - not forgetting what they 
have heard, but doing it - they will be blessed in what they do. 

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 2- HEARING & DOING THE WORD
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:19-27 Focus in on v 19-20
// Teaching
A great testimony during a trial is to pause and listen first. Then, 
after gathering information and taking in the situation begin to 
carefully speak. James is giving practical wisdom for how to han-
dle a trial. Anyone can go through something difficult and begin 
yelling, screaming, and becoming angry at God and people. But, 
James is advising to go through a trial differently. Pause, think, 
listen, reflect and then wisely respond.
// Question
How do you think your life would be different if you responded 
to all circumstances this way?  
// Application
Choose today to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry. 

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 1:19-27 Focus in on v 21
// Teaching
What we put into our lives is what will naturally come out of 
our lives. Trials have a way of exposing who we really are. When 
anger and wickedness come out, it is evident that we have been 
putting those things into our life. The way to respond properly to 
a trial is to make sure you’re putting the word of God in your way 
before a trial ever comes. It’s important to run to the Word during 
a trial. When Jesus was tempted in Matthew 4, what came out of 
Him was the Word of God. That is what should come out of you 
and me too.
// Question
What evil and moral filth are you allowing in your life? 
// Application
Take action steps today to rid yourself of these things.



WEEK 2- HEARING & DOING THE WORD
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:19-27 Focus in on v 22-25
// Teaching
It is not enough to just listen to the Word. We have to follow and 
apply it to our lives. We must get honest with ourselves. Remem-
ber yesterday’s focus and assess if you’re doing or just hearing. 
Doing requires action. It says here that you will be blessed by 
following the perfect law that gives freedom. What is the law? To 
love God and love others. (Matthew 22:34-40)
It is a waste to hear and not do, like looking in a mirror and for-
getting what you saw. 
// Questions
How are you living out your faith? 
Are you doing or just hearing? 
// Application
How can you love God and love others today? Do that.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 1:19-27 Focus in on Matthew 22:34-40
// Teaching
Jesus summarizes all the law with these two statements: love 
God and love your neighbors. These are His greatest command-
ments to us. These statements are the basis for the lessons in 
the book of James and a great starting point for us. Yesterday we 
read in James 1:25, that whoever does these things will be bless-
ed and walk in freedom. 
// Questions
How do these two commandments affect your day-to-day life?
Do you really believe that following these commandments will 
bring freedom? 
// Application
Be intentional today about loving God and loving others.



WEEK 2- HEARING & DOING THE WORD
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 1:19-27 Focus in on v 26-27
// Teaching
Our tongues can make or break our testimony. We must be slow 
to speak. We love God and love others by caring for the needi-
est among us, here mentioned are orphans and widows. Most 
people know that we’re a Christian, or religious, based on what 
we say or don’t say. If you were no longer able to speak, how 
would someone know you’re a Christian? James is urging us to 
be known more for our loving actions than words that we say.
// Questions
If you were no longer able to speak, how would someone know 
you’re a Christian? 
When was the last time you did something for someone who 
couldn’t give you anything in return?
// Application
Look for an opportunity to serve or bless someone else. 

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 1:25



WEEK 3- PARTIALITY
This week’s text: James 2:1-13
This week’s memory verse: 
James 2:1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 3- PARTIALITY
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 2:1-13 Focus in on v 1-4
// Teaching
Christianity is about being born into a new race, where we all get 
in the same way, we are born-again. We all have the same value 
because it took Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection to pay the 
price for our redemption. Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In light of who we are 
and who He is, we’re admonished to “show no partiality.” This is in 
the present tense, which means we’re to “stop showing partiality.”
// Questions
Do you have an area of your life where you show partiality? 
How does partiality show up in our culture?
// Application
Make time this week to love on someone you wouldn’t normally. 

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 2:1-13 Focus in on v 5-7
// Teaching
Warren Wiersbe said,  “The way we behave toward people indi-
cates what we really believe about God.” Jesus said we would 
always have the poor with us. That also means by contrast that 
we will always have the rich with us as well. But how do we treat 
them when they come into our assembly? What is our response 
to them both? 
// Question & Application
What does the way we behave toward people say about what we 
really believe about God?



WEEK 3- PARTIALITY
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 2:1-13 Focus in on v 8-11
// Teaching
Our pride is what makes us prejudice and this is not just about 
partiality but it is about acknowledging this as sin in the eyes 
of God. Partiality, racism, class warfare, and discrimination are 
not  problems in the world, they are problems within the human 
heart. When we see it in us, we have to acknowledge we are not 
in line with Jesus nor are we truly following Him. 
// Questions
How does pride impact the way you view and treat people? 
How does grace impact the way you view and treat people? 
// Application
Take some time today to meditate on the grace of God in 
your life.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 2:1-13 Focus in on Matthew 5:46-48
// Teaching
Mercy, not judgement, should be our message. Mercy is the 
aspect of God’s character that causes Him to minister to the mis-
erable. “Mercy” is a strong word in Hebrew which means to feel 
something deeply in the gut. It’s the idea of having a deep and 
tender reaction of compassion. Jesus said it like this in Matthew 
5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”
// Questions & Application
How did Jesus show mercy through His ministry? 
How can you show mercy to those around you?



WEEK 3- PARTIALITY
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 2:1-13 Focus in on v 12-13 
// Teaching
“Never look down on anybody unless you are helping them up!” 
Failure to show mercy reveals a failure to understand mercy. For 
Grace Fellowship Church to be the kind of church James is speak-
ing about, the Church must be made up of people who embrace 
this teaching and demonstrate it to our world around us.
// Question
Our partialities, pride and prejudices must be confessed and 
grieved. Are you the kind of Christian that readily grieves over 
this sin when it shows up in your life?   
// Application
Ask God today to reveal to you your partialities, pride 
and prejudices.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 2:1



WEEK 4- PUT UP OR SHUT UP
This week’s text: James 2:14-26
This week’s memory verse: 
James 2:26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also 
faith apart from works is dead.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 4- PUT UP OR SHUT UP
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 2:14-26 Focus in on v 14-17
// Teaching
Faith without works is dead. Two rhetorical questions are posed 
by James; what good is faith without actions? Can that kind of 
faith save us? James is not in conflict with the Apostle Paul’s 
teaching about salvation by faith alone. He is teaching that faith 
in Christ for salvation that does not lead to faithful actions is of 
no value and not real faith. Faith requires actions.
// Question
Does your faith show up in actions that show you believe what 
you say you believe?
// Application
Live out your faith today beyond just your words.

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 2:14-26 Focus in on v 18-19
// Teaching
Real faith, and the actions that accompany your faith, are not 
made up of only spiritual things, but also of a concern for the 
most basic needs of others – such as the need for comfort, cloth-
ing, food and shelter. When needs arise, we should sometimes 
pray less, and simply do more to help the person in need. Some-
times people offer to pray as a substitute for action. Works or 
actions prove out your salvation.
// Question
Why is it important to demonstrate your faith through 
your actions? 
// Application
Ask God for opportunities to demonstrate your faith today.



WEEK 4- PUT UP OR SHUT UP
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 2:14-26 Focus in on Matthew 7:21-27
// Teaching
“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
kingdom of Heaven.” (Matt. 7:21) There are many people who call 
on the Lord’s name and say they are Christians, who actually are 
not. In fact, they have not entered the kingdom of Heaven. “Only 
those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.” 
(Matt. 7:21b) Real, living faith requires that we ‘do’ the will of God 
in our lives, not just talk about it.
// Questions
what is the motivation behind your actions (works)? 
Are you seeking to do the will of the Father? 
// Application
Pray that God would give you clarity on why you do what you do.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 2:14-26 Focus in on v 20-24 + Genesis 22:1-14
// Teaching
James is teaching that Abraham actually did offer Isaac on the 
altar, even though the angel stopped him from killing his son. 
Yet, he had offered Isaac his son in his firm resolution and inten-
tions, and would have surely completed the act had not God 
stopped him. Abraham was so complete in his obedience that he 
counted Isaac as dead and set him on the altar. Faith and actions 
were working together. Abraham believed in God’s promise and 
it allowed Him to act in obedience. 
// Question & Application
Has there been a time in your life where your faith was tested 
and you had to act in obedience?



WEEK 4- PUT UP OR SHUT UP
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 2:14-26 Focus in on v 25-26 + Joshua 2
// Teaching
Rahab believed that the God of Israel was the one true God. Ra-
hab demonstrated her trust and faith in God by hiding the spies 
and seeking salvation from their God (Joshua 2:8-13). Her faith 
was shown to be living faith because it did something. Her belief 
in the God of Israel would not have saved her if she had not done 
something with that faith. The lesson from Rahab is clear: if we 
believe in God, we will help His people, even when it costs us 
something.
// Question & Application 
How can God use you to demonstrate His love for Him?

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 2:26



WEEK 5- TAMING THE TONGUE
This week’s text: James 3:1-12
This week’s memory verse: 
James 3:2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does 
not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to 
bridle his whole body.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 5- TAMING THE TONGUE
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 3:1-12 Focus in on v 1-2
// Teaching
It is easy to take the position of teacher lightly in the church, 
without considering it’s cost in terms of accountability. Why does 
James give a stern warning about that? It is because false teach-
ings can destroy or damage the faith of those who are taught. As 
Christians, what we are saying to the world around us matters. 
We are presenting with our tongues what we truly believe about 
God and His Word, often just in everyday conversation.
// Question
Are your words presenting the message of Christ to other Chris-
tians, as well as, the world around you? 
// Application
Stay aware today of how you use your words. 

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 3:1-12 Focus in on v 3-6
// Teaching
It is an amazing thought to consider how a small horse’s bridle 
and bit can easily turn a 2,000 lb. horse. Or how a ship weighing 
hundreds of tons can be guided through deep oceans with sim-
ply a small rudder. The way of our words sets the course of our 
lives. We speak life or death. Encouragement or discouragement. 
// Question
Can you think of instances in your life when your words, or words 
spoken to you, changed the course of your life? 
// Application
Speak life today.



WEEK 5- TAMING THE TONGUE
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 3:1-12 Focus in on v 7-8
// Teaching
It is amazing that you can go to a circus and see dancing bears, 
tamed lions, tigers, monkeys that do tricks, elephants that obey 
their masters; but you will never see a man’s tongue fully tamed. 
This is not a license to sin. This is a warning and instruction that it 
is not in man alone to tame his own tongue. He also needs 
a Master.
// Question
Do you need to ask for forgiveness for words you’ve spoken?
// Application
Ask God for self-control and wisdom today as you speak. Seek 
forgiveness where it’s necessary. 

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 3:1-12 Focus in on v 9-12
// Teaching
The tongue’s use should reflect our calling. James nails this 
thought on us: We can sing our praises to God with our tongue 
in church and then go wound someone with it right after. This 
should not be. If Christ’s Spirit has moved into our hearts, we 
must act like it and speak like it. Allow Christ to transform your 
heart and your life. 
// Question
Does your speech reflect Christ’s Spirit within you?
// Application
Be on guard for hypocritical speech today.



WEEK 5- TAMING THE TONGUE
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 3:1-12 Focus in on Luke 6:43-45
// Teaching
“Unless you are regenerated, born from above by a new and 
heavenly birth, you are not Christians, whatever you may be 
called, and you cannot, produce the fruit which is acceptable to 
God any more than a fig tree can produce olive berries.” 
-Charles Spurgeon
// Questions
Your own words will constantly reveal what you really are. 
Are you truly a follower of Jesus Christ? 
Have you truly been born again by His Spirit? 
// Application
Your life as well as your words should proclaim what you really 
believe about God and His Word.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 3:2



WEEK 6- TWO KINDS OF WISDOM
This week’s text: James 3:13-18
This week’s memory verse: 
James 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impar-
tial and sincere. 

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 6- TWO KINDS OF WISDOM
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 3:13-18 Focus in on v 13
// Teaching
James is now moving from focusing on how we speak to how we 
live our lives. A wise person will conduct themselves in a certain 
way. Here James says that a wise person conducts themselves 
in meekness. Meekness is: the quality or state of being meek; a 
mild, moderate, humble, or submissive quality. Being meek isn’t 
being a pushover as we go through life, it’s just going through 
life in a gentle, humble way. 
// Questions
What is your perception of wisdom? 
Is it based on God’s idea of wisdom or the world’s?
// Application
Ask God for wisdom today. He delights in giving it to you. 

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 3:13-18 Focus in on v 14-16
// Teaching
Envy and selfish ambition are plaguing our world. Where the 
world tells us to get ahead and work for the next thing, Christ 
tells us to seek the good of others. A life rooted in His command-
ments: to love God and love others. False wisdom is living for 
yourself in this life. True wisdom is living for others and the life 
that is to come. 
// Question
Where do envy and selfish ambition rule in your life? 
// Application
How can you live for God and others today instead of your 
own ambitions?



WEEK 6- TWO KINDS OF WISDOM
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 3:13-18 Focus in on v 17 
// Teaching
James gives the secret to living wisely here. There are 8 quali-
ties that mark a wise person. It’s important to know what these 
qualities mean so that we can make sure we’re living them out. 
1. Pure: the absence of any sinful attitude or motive. 2. Peace-
able: being gentle and kind even if you have reason to be stern. 
3. Gentle: extending to others the kindness we long to receive 
when we actually deserve harshness. 4. Open to Reason: not 
being stubborn. Willing to listen to others. 5. Full of Mercy: With-
holding from giving someone what they deserve. 6. Good Fruits: 
People notice our wisdom by the way we live. 7. Impartial: treat-
ing everyone the same no matter the offense or who they are. 
8. Sincere: Being who you are. Not being hypocritical. 
// Question & Application
Do you see these qualities in your responses?

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 3:13-18 Focus in on v 18
// Teaching
We reap what we sow. We’ve all seen this play out in our own 
life. James makes it simple here: where we sow peace, we reap 
righeousness. Where we sow turmoil, we reap turmoil. 
// Question & Application
What are you sowing in your relationships?



WEEK 6- TWO KINDS OF WISDOM
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 3:13-18 Focus in on Matthew 5:3-11
// Teaching
This portion of Jesus’ sermon on the mount is referred to as 
The Beatitudes. Think of it as “let this attitude be in you,” as you 
read through them. Christ’s perspective on wisdom is drastically 
different from the world’s. It comes back to viewing the world 
through the lense of God’s upside down kingdom, where our 
lives are rooted in our love for God and others.
// Application
Go through the list of Beatitudes and pray that God would plant 
these attitudes in your heart today. 

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 3:17



WEEK 7- SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD
This week’s text: James 4:1-12
This week’s memory verse: James 4:7-8 Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 7- SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 4:1-12 Focus in on v 1-3
// Teaching
This week’s focus is submission. Submission begins with giving 
God our desires. Living in submission is living for His plans and 
His glory. James here is warning us against living for wordly 
things. What is driving us? What is our motivation? Are we living 
to bring God glory or to live a pleasure-filled life? 
// Question
Evaluate the conflicts in your life, past or present. Would they be 
different if your desire was to love God with all your heart soul 
mind and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself?
// Application
Are the things you are desiring and praying for today rooted in 
bringing God glory or bringing yourself pleasure?

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 4:1-12 Focus in on v 4-6
// Teaching
Enmity: the state or feeling of being actively opposed or hostile 
to someone or something. We cannot have the world and com-
munion with God. We must choose between the world or sub-
mitting to holiness and our walk with God. He has planted His 
Spirit in us who longs for us to be in communion with God. As we 
often fall short, remember verse 6:  “But He gives us more grace.” 
Humbly admit your shortcomings to God knowing that He gives 
us grace upon grace.
// Questions
Am I living as a friend of the world? 
Am I walking in step with God’s Spirit in me?
// Application
Thank God today for the continued grace He gives us.



WEEK 7- SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 4:1-12 Focus in on v 7-10
// Teaching
It is not popular to grieve over our sin, but it grieves God’s heart. 
He died for these sins and He desires for us to walk in commu-
nion with Him. When we humble ourselves and repent of our 
sins we can come near to Him. How encouraging it is that when 
we draw near to Him, He draws near to us. When we come in 
humble submission, He carries us. 
// Question
When was the last time you were grieved over the sin in
 your life?
 // Application
Ask God today to reveal where you need to repent over sin, and 
thank Him that as you draw near to Him, He is drawing near to 
you.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 4:1-12 Focus in on v 11-12
// Teaching
This goes back to what we talked about in week 5. Our tongues 
need tamed and our hearts need aligned with Christ. James re-
minds us here that we have no room to judge our fellow believ-
ers. We were all rescued from the same sin-debt. So instead of 
speaking against each other, we can encourage and point each 
other towards Christ. 
// Question
How can I best respond when I notice myself having a 
judgmental spirit?
// Application
Humbly remember today that Christ has saved you from much. 



WEEK 7- SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 4:1-12 Focus in on Matthew 6:24, 12:36-37
// Teaching
Today we are looking at the teachings of Jesus that correlate 
with these teachings in James. We cannot serve both God and 
the world, like we read on Tuesday. Yesterday we also looked at 
how we use our words to judge our fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ. In Matthew 12, Jesus expresses the importance of our 
words and the testimony of our mouths. 
// Question
How can we use our words to uplift and not condemn today?
// Application
Set reminders in your path today to stay focused on serving God 
and not the world.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 4:7-8



WEEK 8- BOASTING IN TOMORROW
This week’s text: James 4:13-17, 5:1-6
This week’s memory verse: James 4:14 Yet you do not know 
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 8- BOASTING IN TOMORROW
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 4:13-17, 5:1-6 Focus in on v 13-17
// Teaching
Life is short and we don’t know all that tomorrow holds. For 
many of us this is a scary thought, but we do know the God that 
is in control. It is humbling to remember how little power we 
hold over tomorrow or the length of our days. So we must live 
our short lives with a passion for God’s kingdom and make life 
count. We must do the good we know to do, as it says in 
verse 17. 
// Question
What good can you do today?
 // Application
Make today count for the kingdom.

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 4:13-17, 5:1-6 Focus in on Matthew 6:28-34
// Teaching
The words of Jesus here are some of the most beautiful. Our God 
cares for us. He sees you right where you are and knows your 
needs. As we make our plans, as we talked about yesterday, we 
must “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you.” There is no reason to worry 
and be filled with anxiety, when you know the God who created 
the universe is looking out for you. 
// Question
How can you give God your anxieties today and walk in the 
peace He promises? 
// Application
Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. 



WEEK 8- BOASTING IN TOMORROW
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 4:13-17, 5:1-6 Focus in on 5:1-3
// Teaching
These verses serve as a reminder that this life is temporary. Only 
what is done for Christ will last beyond this life. So live generous-
ly. Hold your hands open for God to give and take as He pleases. 
When we remember it is all His anyway, we are more eager to 
give back what He has given to us. 
// Question & Application 
How can you live generously today?

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 4:13-17, 5:1-6 Focus in on 5:4-6
// Teaching
This passage is a harsh warning to those oppressing the inno-
cent. Let this serve as a reminder for us to treat people as though 
they are God’s precious creation; and also as a reminder that God 
sees oppression and will one day right all of these wrongs. God 
is a God of justice and holiness, so much so, that all sin must be 
paid for. Thankfully, He took on our sin debt so that we could 
spend eternity with Him. We have much to praise Him for!
// Question
Are you treating people as God’s most precious creation?
// Application
As you see injustice around you today, ask God for wisdom in 
how to help and thank Him that He will soon right all wrongs.



WEEK 8- BOASTING IN TOMORROW
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James James 4:13-17, 5:1-6 Focus in on Matthew 6:19-21
// Teaching
Where our treasure is, our heart is. If you have put faith in Christ, 
you are going to spend an eternity with Him in heaven. We can 
begin now to invest there. We are called now to walk in the king-
dom and be on mission for His kingdom. Don’t waste this short 
life making yourself comfortable here on earth when you can 
invest now into where you will spend a much longer eternity. 
// Question & Application
How are you investing your time, resources, and talents into 
God’s kingdom?

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 4:14



WEEK 9- PATIENCE IN SUFFERING
This week’s text: James 5:7-12
This week’s memory verse: James 5:11 Behold, we consider 
those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, 
how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 9- PATIENCE IN SUFFERING
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 5:7-12 Focus in on v 7-8
// Teaching
It is important to remember the context of this book. James 
is writing to the Christians in Jerusalem who are being greatly 
persecuted for their faith. They are being scattered, abused, 
and killed because of their faith in Jesus. He reminds them that 
this world is filled with suffering and trials, but it will not be our 
home forever. God calls us to stand firm in our faith as we pa-
tiently wait for the arrival of our King. He will one day right all 
wrongs and take us to a perfect eternity with Him. So today don’t 
grumble, don’t become impatient. Live with expectation for His 
coming. 
// Question
Are you looking forward to Christ’s coming?
 // Application
Spend time today anticipating what heaven will be like.

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 5:7-12 Focus in on v 9
// Teaching
When we are enduring hardship we often can become very self-
ish and engrossed in our own troubles. In verse 9 James reminds 
us not to grumble against each other. We must remain loving 
followers of Christ who continue to serve one another. Christ is 
coming, our Judge is coming, and we want to be found loving 
the people around us with endurance when He comes.
// Question
How well do you love others when going through seasons 
of trials?
// Application
How can you intentionally encourage someone else today?



WEEK 9- PATIENCE IN SUFFERING
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 5:7-12 Focus in on v 10-11
// Teaching
Job was someone who faced a period of intense suffering in his 
life. All the while God was compassionate and merciful to him. 
We can’t know the reason for every bit of suffering that enters 
our life, but we do know that the Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy, even when our circumstances are hard. When we have 
perspective that there is some purpose in our suffering, it be-
comes that much more bearable. Choose to persevere and trust 
God knowing that there is always purpose in suffering and a 
perfect eternity with Christ is coming.
// Question 
How can you trust God in the face of suffering?
// Application
Take time today to thank God for His compassion and mercy in 
your life.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 5:7-12 Focus in on John 16:16-24
// Teaching
Life on earth is sometimes unbearable. Jesus knew that this 
world was full of weeping, sorrow, unexplainable tragedies, and 
hurt. But this world is not our home. Our Savior will one day take 
us home to heaven where our sorrow will turn to joy. The closest 
thing to heaven now is time spent in Christ’s presence.
// Question
Are you taking time throughout your days to spend in 
God’s presence?
// Application
Allow God’s kingdom to reign in your heart today as you think on 
the hope of heaven.



WEEK 9- PATIENCE IN SUFFERING
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 5:7-12 Focus in on v 12, Matthew 5:34-37
// Teaching
The people James is writing to here were used to making bind-
ing or non-binding oaths based on if God’s name was included 
in the oath or not. James is instructing this church to have char-
acter that makes their word trustworthy. If an oath is needed, 
then your word must not hold enough weight, as Jesus teaches 
in Matthew 5. This is an encouragement to again use our words 
wisely, and do what we say we will do. 
// Question
Is your word trustworthy?
// Application
Follow through today on what you say you will do.

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 5:11



WEEK 10- THE PRAYER OF FAITH 
This week’s text: James 5:13-20
This week’s memory verse: James 5:16 Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.

S U N D A Y

M E S S A G E  N O T E S



WEEK 10- THE PRAYER OF FAITH 
M O N D A Y

// Reading  
Read: James 5:13-20 Focus in on v 13-14
// Teaching
James gives instructions here on how to respond to different 
circumstances. If we are in trouble, we pray, if we are happy, we 
praise Him! If we are sick or in sin, we pray. Our response to any 
and all circumstances should be to look to our loving Father. 
Prayer and praise our good medicine, always.
// Question
What is your first response when you are happy or sad or sick or 
in trouble?
 // Application
Make space in your day to pray in response to all 
circumstances today.

T U E S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 5:13-20 Focus in on v 15-16
// Teaching
God hears our prayers. The prayers of the righteous are powerful. 
When we pray we know that ultimately there is healing coming, 
whether in this life or the next. James reminds us here that con-
fession of our sins is important and necessary. Living in com-
munity with other believers to help each other live righteously 
and in prayer for each other is the way God intended. We aren’t 
meant to walk alone with Christ, but arm in arm with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.
// Questions
Is there any sin in your life that needs confession? 
Do you believe in the power of prayer? 
// Application
Live today like you truly believe that God hears your prayers. 



WEEK 10- THE PRAYER OF FAITH 
W E D N E S D A Y

// Reading  
Read James 5:13-20 Focus in on v 17-18
// Teaching
In this passage it says, “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours.” 
Elijah was like you and me, but he prayed earnestly. He prayed 
seriously with sincere and intense conviction. His prayers caused 
God to hold back rain for three years. He once prayed that God 
would send fire from heaven to light a soaking wet altar, and 
God did. We can pray with that same faith and see God work 
greatly in our lives and in the people around us.
// Question 
What big things are you praying for God to do?
// Application
Pray big, faith-filled prayers to our God who hears you.

T H U R S D A Y
// Reading  
Read James 5:13-20 Focus in on Matthew 21:21-22
// Teaching
Jesus instructs us in Matthew 21 to pray with faith and expec-
tation. He promises to those following Him that our prayers will 
be answered. This promise is made to those following Jesus so 
closely that our desires are His desires. So let us seek Him togeth-
er, drawing close so that our hearts and desires match His. Let 
us walk in faith with no doubts. Our God is big and able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20.)
// Question
When was the last time you saw God answer your prayers?
// Application
Spend time today evaluating the desires of your heart. 



WEEK 10- THE PRAYER OF FAITH 
F R I D A Y

// Reading  
Read James James 5:13-20 Focus in on v 19-20
// Teaching
Restoration is always possible. As we confess our sins to each 
other, we can also help each other to come back to God when 
we’ve wandered. We must remember to have grace, love, truth, 
and prayer. Prayer is the most-effective way to help someone 
change their heart.
// Questions & Application
Has there ever been a time when someone helped bring you 
back from wandering?
Who is wandering that you need to be in prayer for today?

M E M O R Y  V E R S E
// James 5:16


