
 

What on Earth - Devotion 4-23-20 

 

Psalm 24:1-2 (ESV) The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein, 2 for He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 

 

April 22nd is International Mother Earth Day which "promotes a view of the earth as the entity that 

sustains all living things found in nature. Inclusiveness is at the heart of International Mother Earth 

Day; fostering shared responsibilities to rebuild our troubled relationship with nature is a cause that is 

uniting people around the world."  

I was introduced to “Mother Nature” on a Chiffon margarine commercial as a young child.       The 

commercial tricked “Mother Nature” into thinking processed margarine was natural butter. That is 

where I learned “it’s not nice to fool Mother Nature” as lighting flashed across the screen!       

Now that we’ve been buttered up with a 1970’s commercial – let’s see how God our Heavenly Father 

really established people’s relationship with the world He created in Genesis 1:26-28 (AMP) 26 Then 

God said, “Let Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) make man in Our image, according to Our likeness [not 

physical, but a spiritual personality and moral likeness]; and let them have complete authority over the 

fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, and over the entire earth, and over everything that 

creeps and crawls on the earth.”  27 So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness 

of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 And God blessed them [granting them 

certain authority] and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and subjugate it [putting it 

under your power]; and rule over (dominate) the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” 

“What on earth” is an exclamation used to emphasize surprise, shock, and even anger.  

Should we be asking ourselves “what on earth is happening on the earth”? Are we as The Lord’s 

children being good stewards of the world God created and gave us “complete authority over”? 

The Holman Bible Dictionary defines stewardship as "utilizing and managing all resources God 

provides for the glory of God and the betterment of His creation." 

In the continuing aftermath of COVID19 with regards to how the virus was/ is transmitted, the 

condition of grocery and department store shelves and the economic/ financial impact – are we being 

faithful in all the resources we are provided with?  

This can be a tricky question to answer. Christians have “natural” and “supernatural” resources to 

manage. God’s children are provided with physical and spiritual blessings to care for others. 

The “Mother Nature” process is to care for a planet that provides for the physical needs of people 

only. Nature's “circle of life” of taking and giving back life to earth - meaning if something dies it gives 

new life to another on earth. But this circle loops only in a natural cycle. 

God our Father provides for His children – the church – to take care of themselves but also for all the 

people on His planet physically and spiritually. This advances God’s kingdom supernaturally on earth 

by sharing resources and the Gospel.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/


Paul points out this provision in  2 Corinthians 9:8-12 (NIV) 8 And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures 
forever.” 10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by 
which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 
else. 

Will we share of all God’s supply and profess of Jesus Christ who gave His life on earth so all who 

believe in Him can have life eternal? 

Man’s troubled relationship is not with the earth – it is with a sinful world. Humanity should be a good 

steward of the earth God created and all living things that man was given dominion over.  

However, we should not be fooled to keeping our focus only on the physical things of this world. We 

are blessed in every way to serve others and confess Christ pointing to a life beyond this earth. An 

everlasting relationship and life with God our Heavenly Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


