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Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NKJV) 

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. 8 For he shall be like 
a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and will not fear when 

heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of drought,                 
nor will cease from yielding fruit. 

 

TIMBER! – a lumberjack would yell before the sawn tree would fall – crashing down to earth. 
And I believe any tree falling makes a sound – because when I trip myself at home and start to 
fall – there is definitely a sound.  Screaming all the way down, big thud when I hit the ground 

and afterwards laughing – which may sound a lot like crying       However – I am thankful after 

each time I’ve fallen – I’ve been able to get back up       

Interestingly – the real definition for “timber’” is “wood used for building”. So, when a 
lumberjack shouted “timber” – it meant to get out of the way of something that was going to be 
built. 

I got to be somewhat of a lumberjack – maybe more of a “lumber-john”- when cutting down a 
large pear tree in the parsonage backyard.  The strong winds earlier this week cracked the tree 
at its base – fortunately for us and the fence – the broken tree was leaning heavily on the tree 
next to it.  The wind was not the cause of the tree’s demise since the surrounding trees 
withstood the gale forces.  Most of the roots had died below the surface – weakening its ability 
to face the power of the wind. 

From the ground up it looked healthy and green - growing like the other pear trees. However – 
below ground - it was anything but healthy. The roots – which keeps a tree securely grounded 
and nourished – was either dead or in the process of decay. Eventually the tree would have 
shown signs of its weakened state - had not the wind exposed what was already happening 
deep down. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us about being “rooted” in our faith in Colossians 2:6-7 (NASB) 
6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having been 
firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were 
instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

Paul is telling us to live a life for Christ! We draw our strength from Christ as we grow and fulfill 
God’s will and purpose in our daily lives. Our actions – what we do in faith and love with a 
thankful heart – can lead others away from sin by giving witness of Jesus Christ.  

That is the fruit we bear and “share” – our life as a testimony to those around us in the difficult 
times. Jeremiah the prophet points out that whoever puts their trust and hope in The Lord “will 
not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will not be anxious in the year of 
drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit.” 

In this time of crisis, we are to draw our strength from the living water – Jesus Christ.  We are 
to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in how to “branch out” and help others in their time of need 
as we trust Him to provide for ours. We may have to “leave” our comfort zone, but we must be 
willing to remain fruitful in what we are being led to do by the Holy Spirit’s direction. John the 
Baptist warned the crowds gathered at the Jordan River in Luke 3:9 (ESV) 9 Even now the axe 
is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 



 

Whether it’s calling/facetiming someone to see how they are doing and praying with them, 
sending an email of encouragement, mailing a card or letter to let someone to know they are 
being thought of, or providing someone with the gift card or other resource to fill a need – in 
this time social distancing let us remain close to other’s hearts.  

However you are led – continue to stay “rooted” in God’s Word and presence overflowing with 
gratitude for His blessings. By the Spirit’s strength let us give a hand to those who have tripped 
or fallen – whether weakened by the situation or lost ground in their hope. When we hear 
“timber” – let’s remember how we are “built up in Him” to “bear good fruit “.  

 


