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1 Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I came across the above picture recently. I nearly “croaked” with laughter the first time I saw it       A 

construction co-worker handed me a copy years ago during the peak time of the season.  He tried to 

imitate Sir Winston Churchill while wearing a ball cap and holding a cigar – saying “Never, ever give 

up!”  I placed the picture on my construction office wall to remind me of how funny my friend looked 

and to keep me from “jumping” to conclusions when things weren’t going so well – to keep the right 

mind and the right heart. 

Ironically, this is one of former Prime Minister Churchill’s most well-known statements that was 

actually “never, ever” made.  Below is what Mr. Churchill said in addressing the students at his alma 

mater, Harrow School, on October 29, 1941: 

“This is the lesson: never give in, never give in…in nothing, great or small, large or petty–never give 

in except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never yield to force; never yield to the apparently 

overwhelming might of the enemy….” 

To better understand the impact of Mr. Churchill’s words is to know that World War II is ravaging 

Europe as he speaks.  As Great Britain’s Prime Minister at that time - Winston Churchill held the 

nation together during Germany’s air raid bombings from September 1940 – May 1941 and 

throughout the war.  His integrity, leadership and resolve are still highly admired today.  

And I am confident Sir Winston Churchill could have pulled off wearing a ball cap while holding a 

cigar in front of any audience       Another portion of Mr. Churchill’s same speech compelled his 

listeners to look at their situation from a different vantage point: 

“Do not let us speak of darker days; let us rather speak of sterner days.  These are not dark days: 

these  are  great days — the greatest days our country has ever lived; and we must all thank God that 

we have been allowed,  each of us according to our stations, to play a part in making these days 

memorable in the history of our race.” 



What is our perspective on what is happening to our world today? Are we thanking God for the 

opportunities He has given us to make a difference in these times? Do you truly believe in the victory 

we as God’s children have received through Jesus Christ? 

To encourage the church - the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:12 (ESV) “Fight the good fight of 

the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the 

good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 

In context Paul is referring to “the good fight of faith” as an active faith – willing to courageously obey 

God in all of life’s situations. To “honor” God by standing on our beliefs and acting in accordance to 

His truth. To give witness and defense to our faith in The Lord.  

However, Paul brings it to the battlefield in Ephesians 6:10-12 (NASB)” 10 Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able 

to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

The Message Translation details a “fight to the finish” in spiritual warfare in verse 12 “This is no 

afternoon athletic contest that we’ll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. 

This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the devil and all his angels.” (MSG) 

This is a war that has been raging even before sin entered the world – not just good vs. evil – but of 

righteousness vs. wickedness. A daily battle for the minds and hearts of man that puts eternity in the 

balance for each person.   

But knowing this as Christ followers the future means “these are not dark days: these are great days”.  

God’s promise to Moses that Moses passed on to Joshua and the Israelites before they conquered 

the Promised Land in Deuteronomy 31:6,8 is still the same promise to The Lord’s church today 

(CSB) 6 Be strong and courageous; don’t be terrified or afraid of them. For the LORD your God 

is the one who will go with you; He will not leave you or abandon you.”  “ 8 The LORD is the one 

who will go before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you or abandon you. Do not be 

afraid or discouraged.” 

We are in a battle every day. We know in God’s word how this spiritual war ends.  God is victorious 

and all heaven and earth are placed under Jesus Christ’s authority. Nevertheless – we are not 

commanded to “hold on” to our position but “to go” to all the world to share the Gospel – to fulfill the 

Great Commission – to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. To make an eternal impact in the lives 

of others by giving witness of God’s love in serving them as we “fight the good fight of the faith”.  

There are souls out there still to be saved. 

Let us “put on the full armor of God “and “be strong and courageous” in whatever God is 

directing us to do and in every circumstance we find ourselves – “great or small, large or petty.” No 

matter how the battle may seem to be going – believe we have the victory in God through His Son 

Jesus Christ – know that God will “never, ever give up” on you!  

 

 

 

 


