
Small Group Bible Study: Ephesians 2:8-13   

(ESV) 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them. 11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, 
called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands — 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 

Who likes gifts? Do you like giving or receiving? Do you earn a gift?  

That’s where the “Naughty or Nice” list by good ol’ St. Nick – Santa Clause can creep its way into our 

belief systems of today. Not going to ask you which list you are on, so it is ok        

“You better be good for goodness sake” or it’s “Coal City” baby in the stocking and nothing under the 

Christmas tree.       

So, there is the idea that our goodness should be rewarded. Not knocking Santa – just pointing out 
the idea of earning a “gift”. Because then a child of any age can say “Hey - I’ve been good all year so 
I’m putting up two stockings and chopping off the lower branches on the Christmas tree to make more 

room” – right?       

In the time of Christ - The Jewish people may have felt that way about God’s salvation – that 
salvation was a birthright only for the Nation of Israel.  They were automatically on the “the nice list” if 
you will. Everyone else in the world was on the “naughty list”. But John the Baptist called them out on 
that from the banks of the Jordan in Matthew 3. 

And there was also the strict keeping to The Law – being “good”. There is the 10 Commandments 
also called the Decalogue.  But in the Torah – the first 5 books of the Bible - there are actually 613 
Mosaic Laws. Then the Pharisees added their interpretation of the The Law – some commentaries 
say there was possibly over 2700 additional rules on how to “be good”.   

That brings us to “Religious vs Relationship” – not so much what you know and what you do but who 
you know and by whose will is it – is it by God’s will for His glory – or our own? 

Keep this in mind when reading Ephesians 2. Let us go ahead and open our bibles to Ephesians 2. 

We will look at it the verses in two groups: vs 8-10 and then vs 11-13.   

What do you see in vs 8-10 as it pertains to Salvation? What does Salvation mean? Is there 
something we do with Salvation? 

• Vs 8- grace, saved, faith [true faith is receiving Jesus Christ as the only hope of Salvation], 
salvation, gift of God  
 
John 14:6 (AMP) 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the [only] Way [to God] and the [real] Truth 
and the [real] Life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.                                                            
 

• Vs 9- NOT works or “faith + works” 
 

Romans 11:6 (AMP) 6 But if it is by grace [God’s unmerited favor], it is no longer on the  
basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace [it would not be a gift but a reward 
for works]. 

 



 
Gideon - Judges 7:2 (NIV) 2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has 
saved me.’  
God reduced the army from 32,000 to 300 men and still defeated some 150,000 Midianites. A 
battle won in obedience and faith for God’s glory 

 

• Vs 10- His workmanship  
 
Genesis 1:27 (NASB) 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them.  
 
We are God’s masterpiece – we are made in the image of The Master Creator – but we are 
also a “new creation in Christ” created in Christ Jesus  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

The Royal Rangers used this verse for their Pinewood Derby Merit Badge. We did Pinewood 
Derby’s for Rangers and Mpact Girls. One year it appeared I “rigged” the PW Derby because 
all four of my children won in their respective divisions. It was not me – I knew which Ranger 
Commander to ask to adjust the tires and axles on their PW Derby cars.  I put their cars in the 

hands of a PW Derby master       BTW – his children won too       

1 Corinthians 9:24 (AMP) 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run [their very 
best to win], but only one receives the prize? Run [your race] in such a way that you 
may seize the prize and make it yours! 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand  

We are saved not by good works but for good works.  

James 2:26 (CSB) 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead. 

Our lives are meant to produce fruit by planting seeds of God’s word and love in Christ by 
following His directions for us in faith and obedience.   

• Vs 11-12 – spiritual vs physical circumcision 

Gentiles, alienated – excluded from God’s promise / covenant before Christ 

having no hope – complete hopelessness – unable to achieve in own ability 

• Vs 13   But now – let us look back at “But God” in Ephesians 2:4   

Galatians 2:20-21 (AMP) 20 I have been crucified with Christ [that is, in Him I have shared 
His crucifixion]; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body I live by faith [by adhering to, relying on, and completely trusting] in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 I do not ignore or nullify the [gracious 
gift of the] grace of God [His amazing, unmerited favor], for if 
righteousness comes through [observing] the Law, then Christ died needlessly. [His 
suffering and death would have had no purpose whatsoever.]” 


