
Palm Sunday Devotion April 2020 

 

Transforming Love 

 
Last Sunday was Palm Sunday.  I remember looking forward to Palm Sunday as a child 

[some would argue I’m still a child but that’s for another devotion 😉] because everyone 
would be handed a green palm leaf as they entered the church.  Then the congregation 
would take part in the reenactment of the Triumphant Entry of Jesus Christ riding into 
Jerusalem on a donkey for Passover. This is recorded in each Gospel: Matthew 21:1–
11, Mark 11:1–11, Luke 19:28–44, and John 12:12–19. 

It was one of the few times I was allowed to scream at the top of my lungs inside the 
church. When the congregation would exclaim “Hosanna to the Son of David!  
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the highest!”   

Imagine the level of joy, excitement, anticipation and expectation as the Jerusalem 
crowds surrounding Jesus Christ witnessed the fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9 (AMP) 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O Daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your King (Messianic King) is coming to you; He is righteous and endowed with 
salvation, Humble and unassuming [in submission to the will of the Father] and riding on 
a donkey, upon a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

It would be years later until I understood the importance of Palm Sunday. As a child I 
was fixated on the palm leaf - the strand of foliage I held in my hand.  That leaf would go 
through a transformation. Usually it became a sword or some other weapon I would use 
to duel my younger sister, at that point the leaf would be taken from me.  But the leaf 
would find its way back into my hands after Service when the church sat down together 
for lunch.  My dad would take the palm leaves and like some kind of floral origami would 
weave them into crosses.  The palm leaf took on a whole new meaning from that point 
on for me.  

Jesus Christ also transformed after The Triumphal Entry. The Hebrew meaning for 
hosanna is "save, rescue, savior". In the next four days Jesus Christ, who the crowds 
expected to rescue them from Roman rule, would go from Savior to the Suffering 
Servant and the Sacrificial Lamb of God. We see in scripture a turn from a celebration 
of the Passover with Jesus Christ to Him becoming the Passover Lamb and the full 
display of Christ’s Passion for us on the cross. Jesus Christ came to rescue us from our 
sins. 

In Matthew 26:1-2 (NIV) Jesus spoke of events to come v26 When Jesus had finished 
saying all these things, He said to His disciples, 2 “As you know, the Passover is two 
days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 

Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper during the Passover meal as seen in Luke 22:19-
20 (NKJV) 19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 



saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
My blood, which is shed for you.” 

After Jesus’ betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane – Jesus was wrongfully accused, 
tried and sentenced to death by crucifixion. 

Isaiah prophesied the excruciating brutality that would be inflicted on Christ and the 
price He would pay for all our sins: 

 Isaiah 52:13-14 (NLT) 13 See, my servant will prosper; He will be highly exalted.14 But 
many were amazed when they saw Him. His face was so disfigured He seemed hardly 
human, and from His appearance, one would scarcely know He was a man. 

Isaiah 53:5-7  (AMP) 5  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was crushed 
for our wickedness [our sin, our injustice, our wrongdoing]; The punishment [required] 
for our well-being fell on Him, And by His stripes (wounds) we are healed. 6  All of us like 
sheep have gone astray,  We have turned, each one, to his own way; But the LORD has 
caused the wickedness of us all [our sin, our injustice, our wrongdoing] To fall on Him 
[instead of us]. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth 
[to complain or defend Himself]; Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, And like a 
sheep that is silent before her shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 
 
Have we allowed Jesus Christ to cause a transformation in our hearts and in our lives 
by repenting of our sins and accepting Him as our Savior? 
 
Like my dad would take an ordinary flat two-dimensional palm leaf and form it into a 
three-dimensional cross. It symbolized how the promise of the Savior came to life from 
the pages of scripture and into the world.  And how in complete obedience as 
mentioned in Zechariah 9:9, “He is righteous and endowed with salvation, 
Humble and unassuming [in submission to the will of the Father]” Jesus Christ allowed 
Himself to be sacrificed on the cross. 
 
Will we place ourselves in the hands of God our heavenly Father?  
Will we allow The Lord to form us and let His words come alive in us by living out His 
purpose and will in our lives by being the hands and feet of Jesus Christ?  
Will we live like Paul in Galatians 2:20 (ESV) 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

We have a new covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ. We are filled with 
the love of God and the power of The Holy Spirit. This enables us to walk in confidence 
and faith to the fullness of our salvation in serving and sharing the Gospel to all – the 
Good News of Jesus Christ! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 


