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Pastor’s Page 
 

St. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the Gospel from 
the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”   
 
In the same way, I thank God for all of you.  I am thankful that we are partners together in 
sharing the Gospel.  I am thankful and confidently trusting the Holy Spirit who began a good 
work in each of us, that He will empower and direct the good work of love shared until Jesus 
comes again.   
 
The Philippian church was commended by St. Paul for “not one church shared with me in 
the matter of giving and receiving, except you only...you sent me aid more than once when I was in need.”   
 
We have the ministry of Stephen going on, which was to distribute food and charitable aid to poorer members of the commu-
nity in the early Church.  God’s Helping Hands has been doing just this for years now, and will be needed even more in the 
coming months as shortages hit our world.  But, as St. Paul wrote, “And my God will meet all your needs according to the rich-
es of his glory in Christ Jesus.  To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”   
 
You have been God’s Helping Hands.  You have been in God’s hands, whether you have served on the 2nd and 4th Saturday 
of the month, or in other ways.  Many of us have given our money for Zion’s work in general, and the Partnership Center we 
support the first Sunday of the month with a Door Offering.  Some of us have been working behind the scenes outside as 
Trustee work, mowing lawns, fixing leaks, and replacing windows.  Some of us have worked inside with Altar Guild.  Some 
have been helping by taking your own ideas and running with it, like having a potluck for our church, or writing cards to those 
shut-in and hospitalized.   
 
You can’t out give God who has given us all we have in abundance and eternally in Jesus.  So, let us encourage one another 
to continue to run with what God has given us in our time, talents, and treasures until Jesus comes again, and until all who will 
receive our love, come to know and love Jesus like we do.  To God be the glory who will do this in and through us. 
         
        Your shepherd under Christ, 
                 Pastor Hauser 
 

Pastor Hauser will be on vacation July 3-23 with Pastor Mundt covering for hospitals, funerals and emergencies. 
Pastor Hessler will be preaching July 3 and Pastor Mundt will preach on July 10 & 17.  

Pastor Paul Hauser 

Voters’ Assembly Meeting will be held following the service on May 22. All confirmed members age 18 and up 
are encouraged to attend. Agenda and January meeting minutes are in your bulletin box. The meeting will be 
held in the fellowship hall as we enjoy cake and coffee celebrating the graduates. 
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Trustees  Activity  
There has been a lot if activity behind the scenes at the church taken care of by a small group of people. We are thankful for their 

work and commitment to caring for our church property. Here are some of the projects that are being worked on. 

The parsonage was rented in 2021 and that renter was asked to leave for non payment of rent. The 
parsonage was again rented on March 25 and renters moved in on April 12.  Current renter is a 
family with one child and they are pregnant with a second child. Upon moving in the septic was 
backing up. The septic tank was pumped by Burns Septic. It was found that the pipe from the 
house to the tank needed to be replaced resulting on the family having to stay with relatives over 
Easter. (Their rent was reduced by three days to compensate for having to stay with relatives.) The 
pipe replacement work was done by Sam’s Septic and Drain Cleaning at a cost of $1,985. The 
quote was $2,285. A $300 reduction was given for having the tank cover off and cutting concrete 
away making less work for the contractor. Thank you to Bruce Tessin and Dick Bluemer for doing 
that. Thanks to Bruce, Paul Bohn and Mark Richardson for getting the patio blocks back in order. 
Replacing the current patio will be done at a later date, replacing with a concrete pad, as well as 

leveling the sidewalk to the front door.  

The bell tower roof needs to be replaced. Will be looking for contractors willing to do this work.  

New windows for the school section and the east kitchen window were ordered for a cost of approx-
imately $15,000 plus installation. Windows will be installed by Mark Hilbrant Builder. These will be 
more energy efficient and have better closer mechanisms on them. Much of the wood is rotted and 

windows are not closing properly. This cost will come from the Capital Projects Fund.  

Estimates are being sought for the possibility of putting air conditioners in the classrooms for God’s 

Helping Hands. 

Carpeting for the office area has been ordered at a cost of  $3,600 plus installation which will be 

done soon by Sharp Floor Covering, Hemlock.  This cost will be covered using Memorial Funds.  

Repairs will be needed for a leak in the fellowship hall bathroom. Thank you to Roger Kade, and 
Dave Hutfilz for looking into the problem and a possible solution. Looking to replace the roof over 
the narthex with a sloping roof to prevent ice backup and leaks in that area. Tom Plude, of Hard-
wood Hills who build our addition, has been contacted and will be out in the near future to assess 

the project.  

A new entry door is needed on the shed.   

Water softener salt tank in the church needs to be monitored and kept full of salt. Would someone be willing to take on that responsi-
bility? You do not need to get salt, just check the salt levels occasionally and when needed call the supplier and have salt delivered, 

let the supplier in and have it billed to the church. See Bruce, Dave, Mark or Irene and they can give you the information.  

Live Streaming of the worship service and funeral services, if desired, is now available. New equipment was installed including new 
camera, camera controller and streaming device. A new sound mixer will be installed but it is on backorder. This equipment will help 

make it possible for one person to handle the camera, PowerPoint slides and live streaming. Cost of this upgrade is $12,792.  

We have recently met with Computer Pro out of Shields to be our IT provider monitoring our computer for virus’ and maintenance.  

Pinhole leaks in the boiler water piping needs to be checked out for leaks that have occurred.  

Lighting for the flag pole will hopefully take place soon. The contractor has been contacted. 

Lawn mower had been taken to Card Brothers for annual service. Thanks to Dick Bluemer, Don Hollingsworth, and Mark Richardson 

for their willingness to keep the lawn mowed, sticks picked up, etc. Your help is greatly appreciated! 

Can you lend a helping hand with any of the above work? Please consider and see Dave, Bruce or Mark with what you may be able 

to help out with. It would be truly appreciated! 
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God’s Helping Hands 
 

 God’s Helping Hands has been open now for 3 ¾ years; opening August 25, 2018.  Here are some facts of what’s happened 

 during that time: 

We have helped approximately 15,000 people during that time and 5,000 families.   

Over 150,000 items of food have been given away during that time along with 25,000 items of clothing,  and 15,000 house-

hold items.  Excess items are not included in these totals. 

Excess clothing & household items are donated to other charities.  Leftover perishable foods are donated to nursing homes.  

Nothing is wasted at God’s Helping Hands. 

We are giving away 8,000 baby diapers a month.  God’s Helping Hands is a partner of the Diaper Alliance and we are able to 
purchase the baby diapers at a deeply discounted price.  Adult diapers and feminine hygiene products are also given away 
when available. Prices for diapers has recently gone up. We will be revisiting how many we will be purchasing away in the 

future.  

Six drive through events have taken place where a semi of food was given away.  Five of them were free; the first couple of 
semi’s was through Operation Polar Drop and the next few through grants that were given to the Food Bank of Eastern Michi-

gan in Flint. 

The Hemlock/Merrill/Saginaw community is a big supporter of our charity too.  Here are some examples of the support that 

we have received: 

Saginaw Control donated 60 hams that we gave away before Easter. 

Eric and Keith Kreger donated a total of 8 deer and Nixon’s in Brant processed the venison at no charge! 

C.J.’s Imagination Station in Merrill and the Merrill/Hemlock communities donated 33 baskets of toys & Easter goodies that 

we were able to pass out for Easter. 

Lake of Dreams Seasonal in Merrill donated cleaning items. 

Hemlock Ling, Elementary, & High Schools have all done food drives and donated many canned goods. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran School has donated canned goods multiple times with their food drives. 

The children of St. Peter’s Lutheran School did all the work at our last semi of food giveaway. 

The Dollar General in Merrill has donated items a couple of times. 

Merrill’s Caring is Sharing donated a $500 Rosati gift card which we used to by milk and eggs to give away. 

Thomas Township offices donated underwear, socks, cleaning supplies, and children’s coats. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wheeler, has donated many times; both giving of money and other items. 

Hidden Harvest in Saginaw donated 70 turkeys that we were able to give away before Thanksgiving. 

Every week we are able to get free food from Hidden Harvest! 

Jacques Orchard on Iva Road south of the Church as donated apples the last few years. 
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The Hemlock Business Association has donated $500 for each of the last few years.  

Little John’s Sweet Corn in Hemlock has donated hundreds of ears of sweet corn. 

Many individuals have donated money and food; too numerous to list. 

I’m sure that I forgot others and I apologize if I’ve missed listing you here.  This is just a list of the most recent donations.  

There would be many pages if I were to list everyone!  

As always the many donations from individuals is greatly appreciated. Please remember to tell people who wish to donate that 

the clothing items be clean and free of stains. Household items should be  in working order and clean as well.  

Please help us update our contact information for our members. If you did not receive a yel-
low card and fill out information, please call the church office at 989-642-5909  

and leave updated phone numbers, address, etc. Your help is appreciated.  
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Krista Kade is the daughter of David and Lori Kade and will graduate from Valley Lutheran High 
School.  
 

While  attending Valley Lutheran, Krista was involved in the Global Awareness Club for two years, 
Pep Club for four years, Protect Life Club for four years and both Yearbook and National Honor Soci-
ety for one year. She also sang with the Golden Voice choir for three years and went on tour with this 
group once. Krista participated in the March for Life in Washington D.C. for two years. For all four of 
her high school years, she has been on the high honor roll. In the fall Krista will attend Grand Valley 
State University to study Diagnostic Medical Sonography.  
 

Congratulations Krista! 

Robert Knapik is the son of Jim and Shanntelle Knapik and will graduate from Hemlock High 
School. 
 

During his years at Hemlock Robert participated in football, basketball, powerlifting, and track. In 
football he has won many awards including TVC 1st team 2 years, All Region 2 years, Saginaw 
Dream Team for 2 years. His senior year he served as Team Captain.  In track Robert earned 
the TVC champion award for the 100 meter and 200 meter dashes going on to State Competition 
for the 200 meter dash placing 11th in the State. He was nominated as Homecoming Repre-
sentative his Junior year and elected to Homecoming Court his senior year.  
 

Following graduation Robert will attend Northwood University to pursue a degree in Sports Man-
agement. He will also  be playing football and running track for the Northwood University Timber-
wolves.  
 

Congratulations Robert! 

Zion’s High School Graduates 

Cramer Laurenz is the son of Rusty and Linda Laurenz and will graduate from Breckenridge 
High School.  
 

Cramer is the Salutatorian of the Class of 2022 at Breckenridge High School. He was 
named Outstanding Freshman in 2019 and Homecoming King of his senior class. He is a 
member of the National Honor Society and earned his BSA Eagle Scout rank in 2019.  He 
has played football, basketball, baseball, and was recently on BHS bowling team. His sen-
ior football season included All Conference and All Region honors in addition to Honorable 
Mention All State. He was also named MVP defensive player and his team won the district 
championship.  He was named All Conference in baseball and is a pitcher and captain of 
the BHS baseball team. He is also the Vice President of the Breckenridge FFA Chapter and 
has been successful in numerous FFA leadership contests.  
 

Cramer has grown up in the arms of Zion and is so thankful for the love, support, and pray-
ers he has received along the way. His favorite hymn is On Eagle's Wings. Favorite church 
memories include playing outside on the playground at Zion daycare and being in the Sun-
day School Christmas programs. Cramer will attend Michigan State University where he will 
major in Agribusiness Management. 
 

Congratulations Cramer! 
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Offerings Received  
for the Lord’s Work 

As of April 30, 2022 

 

Income received from: 
General Fund Offerings  $ 73,183 
Total Offerings Received   $ 73,183 
Misc. Other Income, Rent  $      853 
Total Income   $ 74,036 
 
Offerings 1/1/22 thru 4/30/22  $ 73,183 
Expenses 1/1/22 thru 4/30/22  $ 71,785 
Income minus Expense  $   1,398 
 

Amount needed weekly $3,888 per budget  
Total offerings received thru 4/30/22  $ 73,183 
Offerings needed thru 4/30/22 - 17 weeks $ 66,096 
Offerings over per budget                  $   7,087                
 

Offering Envelopes  
You have received your next mailing of offering envelopes. You will 
see a change in the format. You will be able to choose General Fund, 
which currently includes expenses paid for missions, and mainte-
nance. Capital Projects is a separate account which is used for major 
expenses. This change will make things easier for our money coun-
ters and our record keeping. This will make no change as to which 
account the funds are deposited to or how invoices are paid.   

Congratulations to Reagyn Mayer who 

was confirmed in the faith on May 1. 

May His Word continue to be a lamp 

unto her feet and a light unto her path. 

Psalm 119:105   

Congratulations also to Kendell Klemish 

who will be confirmed at St. Peter this 

month. May God pour his blessings up-

on them both Kendell and Raegyn.  

Duane Tessin  (3/22) 
300 Kennely Rd. Apt 325 
Saginaw, MI 48609 
 
Duane Neuenfeldt (1/24) 
15629 Tittabawassee Road 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Arlene Rohn (11/2) 
4965 N Hemlock Rd. 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Harvey Neuenfeldt (2/25) 
Westchester Village 
3200 Dale Road Apt. 40 
Saginaw, MI 48603 
 
Geri HIngston (3/25) 
Candlestone Assisted Living 
4124 Waldo Avenue #41 
Midland, MI 48642 
 
Tom Garner (3/10) 
1193 LaPorte Rd.  
Merrill, MI 48637 

Kim Rose (4/18) 
236 N. Pine St.  
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Joyce Birkner 
320 W. Saginaw St.  
Merrill, MI 48637 
 
Jim Bohn (2/27) 
19390 Frost Rd. 
Merrill, MI 48637 
 
Jack & Connie Traub 
Jack (9/14) Connie (6/15) 
4431 Badour Rd. 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Ken Knoerr 10/25 
4319 Patterson Road 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Seth Traub (6/20) 
5975 W Michigan Unit B4 
Saginaw, MI 47638 

Annette Berger (2/27) 
17935 Roosevelt Rd. 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Richard Wietfeldt (10/30) 
1533 E Tittabawassee Rd 
Merrill MI 48637 
 
Dick Gofton (4/26) 
314 N Hemlock Rd 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Shirley Tessin (6/29) 
4852 N. Brennan Road 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Mac McKellar (2/11) 
Pine Haven 
515 N Brennan Rd 
Hemlock, MI 48626 
 
Carol Card (4/11) 
1556 S Chapin Rd 
Merrill, MI 48637 

Homebound Members 
Below is a list of our homebound members if you would like to send them cards of encour-
agement, thinking of you, birthday wishes, etc. Please let the church office know if there is 
anyone that needs to be added to this list. Our card ministry group sends cards out, but feel 
free to send out a personal note which would surely be appreciated. Birthdates are listed in 
parentheses.  



The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to 
share Jesus with all people as we 

J~oyfully worship 
E~ducate all people 
S~hare God’s Word 
U~tilize all gifts 
S~erve all souls 

Zion Lutheran Church 
17927 Dice Road 
Hemlock, Michigan 48626 

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church 

 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser           
Church Office    989-642-5909 
Pastor Home   989-327-1557 
Pastor’s Cell Phone                 517-928-0062 
Zion Prayer Chain   517-928-0062 
Zion’s E-mail                         admin@zionhemlock.org  
Zion’s Website                    www.zionhemlock.org 
  
God’s Helping Hands 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month.  

 
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published quarterly.  

   

  Sunday Worship  
    9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service 

        (Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
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