21st Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 45:1-7 (ESV)

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped,
to subdue nations before him and to
loose the belts of kings, to open doors
before him that gates may not be closed:
2“] will go before you and level the
exalted places, | will break in pieces the
doors of bronze and cut through the bars
of iron, 3| will give you the treasures of
darkness and the hoards in secret
places, that you may know that it is I,

the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you
by your name. 4For the sake of my
servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, |
call you by your name, | name you,
though you do not know me. 51 am the
LORD, and there is no other, besides me
there is no God; | equip you, though you
do not know me, §that people may know,
from the rising of the sun and from the
west, that there is none besides me; [ am
the LORD, and there is no other. 7| form
light and create darkness; | make well-
being and create calamity; | am the
LorD, who does all these things.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (ESV)

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the
church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace
to you and peace. 2We give thanks to
God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers,
3remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and labor

of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know now,
brothers loved by God, that he has
chosen you, 5because our gospel came
to you not only in word, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men
we proved to be among you for your

sake. 8 And you became imitators of

us and of the Lord, for you received the
word in much affliction, with the joy of the
Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the
word of the Lord sounded forth from you
in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith
in God has gone forth everywhere, so
that we need not say anything. ® For they
themselves report concerning us the kind
of reception we had among you, and
how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, "and to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.

Matthew 22:15-22 (ESV)

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted
how to entangle him in his words. ¢ And
they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are true and teach the way
of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone's opinion, for you are not
swayed by appearances.'” Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes

to Caesar, or not?” '8 But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test,
you hypocrites? 1 Show me the coin for
the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them,
“Whose likeness and inscription is

this?” 2! They said, “Caesar's.” Then he
said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar's, and to God
the things that are God's.” 2 When they
heard it, they marveled. And they left him
and went away.
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21st Sunday After Pentecost
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T Inthe Name of Jesus
We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ

Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle him in his words” by
asking about the payment of taxes to Caesar (Matt. 22:15). The Lord pointed to
coins required for the tax, and He answered that we should “render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21).
But if coins bearing the image of Caesar should be rendered to him, then man —
who is made in the image of God — must be rendered to the Lord. That tax is
paid for us by the Lord Jesus, the image of God in the flesh, by His self-offering
on the cross. And from His cross, as the Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the true
Caesar over all nations “from the rising of the sun and from the west” (Is. 45:6).
The Lord once called and anointed Cyrus “to subdue nations before him and to
loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1). Now by the preaching of the Gospel, ‘in
power and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5), foreigners from all over the world are
“turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9-10).

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three 184

OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 901

SERMON HYMN “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” 940

SERMON “Christ Has Set You Free.” [saiah 45:1-7

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” 623
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 627

CLOSING HYMN “Before You, Lord, We Bow” 966

Pastor Dan Wonderly

Vicar Ron Zuccaro

Organist Tami Mosher

AN Mark Richardson

Elder Dale Rohde

Ushers Dave Hutfilz and Dave Little

Altar Guild Irene Kruth


http://www.zionhemlock.org/

Our Measure of Love and Gifts
Attendance last week — 58 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,729 ~
Received for the Lord’s Work $2,150; Capital Projects $10; God’s Helping
Hands $70.

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: October 19-
Delaney Seeburger, Christine Peacock, Dwight Clapp; October 20- Jane
Tessin; October 21- Dominic Werry; October 22- Candy Baccary, Adam
Coty; October 23- Diane Schultz; October 24- Cramer Laurenz, Bonnie
Neuenfeldt.

Voter’s Assembly Meeting following the service in the fellowship hall.
Agendas are in your bulletin box. All confirmed members age 18 and over
are encouraged to attend.

October is Church Worker Appreciation month. We greatly appreciate
Pastor Buckhahn and Pastor Wonderly and Vicar Ron. October gives us a
special opportunity to thank the pastors who teach, encourage, pray and
care for our congregation. May we honor their faithful service, support
them with our prayers and remind them that their ministry makes a
meaningful difference in the lives of many.

Christian Symbols LAMP — In Bible
times, lamps were small but essential sources
of light, especially during the dark hours of
night. Scripture often uses the image of a lamp
to represent God’'s guidance, truth and
wisdom. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path,” reminding believers that God’s Word directs each step of life.
Jesus’ parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids also connects the lamp
with wisdom and spiritual readiness (Matthew 25:1-13). In addition, the
lamp is sometimes used to symbolize the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and
the gift of life itself. Because of these meanings, the lamp has become a
lasting symbol of God’s guidance, faithful living and the light of Christ
shining in the darkness.

.. "Even if | knew that tomorrow the world would go to
pieces, | would still plant my apple tree." -Martin Luther



