
 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 (ESV) 
15 O LORD, you know; remember me and 
visit me, and take vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance take me 
not away; know that for your sake I bear 
reproach. 16 Your words were found, and I 
ate them, and your words became to me a 
joy and the delight of my heart, for I am 
called by your name, O LORD, God of 
hosts. 17 I did not sit in the company of 
revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, 
because your hand was upon me, for you 
had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my 
pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? Will you be to me 
like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 
19 Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you 
return, I will restore you, and you shall 
stand before me. If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you 
shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to 
you, but you shall not turn to them. 20 And I 
will make you to this people a fortified wall 
of bronze; they will fight against you, but 
they shall not prevail over you, for I am 
with you to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out 
of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you 
from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
 
Romans 12:9-21 (ESV) 
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; 
hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor. 11 Do not be 
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 
the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and 
seek to show hospitality. 14 Bless those 
who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another. Do not be  

 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay 
no one evil for evil, but give thought to do 
what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To 
the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Matthew 16:21-28 (ESV) 
21 From that time Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a hindrance to me. For you are not 
setting your mind on the things of God, but 
on the things of man.”  24 Then Jesus told 
his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his soul? 27 For the 
Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay each person according to 
what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 
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 In the Name of Jesus    
The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus. 

After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, our Lord “began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this 
“theology of the cross,” Simon Peter stumbled into a satanic “theology of 
glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the Passion and cross of His 
incarnate Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, suffered 
persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the Lord did 
not abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to 
deliver them (Jer. 15:15–20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the 
world, and in His resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in Him. 
Thus, the Christian life is a discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since 
Christ Jesus has reconciled us to God, we “live peaceably with all” (Rom. 
12:18). By the certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in 
hope,” and we are “patient in tribulation” and “constant in prayer” (Rom. 
12:12). 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE Service of Prayer and Preaching     260 

OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 700 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 531 

SERMON “Marks of a True Christian” Romans 12:9 

CLOSING HYMN “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 649 
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 64 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion 
$4,729 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $2,164; Capital Projects 
$30; God’s Helping Hands $170. 
 
Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Aug 30- 
Sarah Hildebrandt, Lynn Tessin; August 31- Nicole Mayer, Carolyn 
McKellar; September 1- Christine McMahon; September 2- Amy 
Siler, September 4- Kahl Mallek; September 5-Krista Kade, Adam 
Siler.  
 
Prayer Requests ~ Feel free to contact Vicar Ron at 989-385-7569 
if you have a scheduled hospital visit and would like him to visit and 
pray with you or if would like to have someone put on the prayer list. 
 
Homecoming ~ Join us on Sunday, September 
27 following worship as we celebrate Zion’s 
church family  and renew our commitment to 
serving God. We’ll enjoy a cookout with meat 
provided. Please sign up in the narthex to RSVP, 
bring a side dish or dessert or to help in planning and serving. Feel 
free to invite a member or a friend to join us. 
 

Bible Study ~ Vicar Ron will be starting a Bible 
Study after church at 10:45am in the fellowship 
Hall.  The first study will be on September 13th. 
Bring your bibles and join us.  

 
Jesus the Good Shepherd is one of Christianity’s 
most endearing images. Scenes of Jesus holding a 
small lamb bring comfort during times of trouble, 
reminding us of God’s tender care when we are weak 
or hurting. In those moments, we are grateful to be 

carried. Yet this image also points to a deeper truth. The 
Shepherd’s role is not only to carry the lamb, but to lead the flock. 
When we are restored and strengthened, we are called to rise, to 
walk and to follow where He leads. God meets us in our need with 
compassion, but He also calls us forward with purpose. The same 
hands that lift us up also guide us on the path ahead. There is a 
time to be carried, and there is a time to follow. 


