Isaiah 44:6-8 (ESV)

6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: |
am the first and | am the last; besides me
there is no god. 7"Who is like me? Let him
proclaim it. Let him declare and set it
before me, since | appointed an ancient
people. Let them declare what is to come,
and what will happen. 8 Fear not, nor be
afraid; have | not told you from of old and
declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is
there a God besides me? There is no
Rock; | know not any.”

Romans 8:18-27 (ESV)

8For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. "*For
the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the sons of God. 2 For the
creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected
it, in hope 2' that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to corruption and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together
in the pains of childbirth until now. 2 And
not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 2 For
in this hope we were saved. Now hope that
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
% | ikewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. 27 And he who searches hearts
knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (ESV)

24 He put another parable before them,
saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field, 2 but while his men were
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat and went away.
% So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also.

21 And the servants of the master of the
house came and said to him, ‘Master, did
you not sow good seed in your field? How
then does it have weeds?’ 2 He said to
them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the
servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 22 But he said, ‘No,
lest in gathering the weeds you root up the
wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest
time | will tell the reapers, “Gather the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.”” % Then he left the crowds and went
into the house. And his disciples came to
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and
the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one,

% and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. 0 Just as the
weeds are gathered and burned with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age. ' The
Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
#Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.
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T Inthe Name of Jesus

As We Gather ~ The Word of the Gospel Bestows the Righteousness of
Christ and Brings Forth Faith. The good Seed, which is “the Son of Man,”
Jesus Himself (Matt. 13:37), brings forth a harvest of faith and bears good
fruits in “the sons of the kingdom” (Matt. 13:38). Whatever is sown apart
from His Word is of the devil, who plants the weeds of unbelief and sin,
even among the people of God. Thankfully, the Lord is patient and He
does not uproot the weeds, lest the plants also be destroyed. He lets “both
grow together until the harvest” (Matt. 13:30), while He continues to
preach repentance and forgiveness of sins. Thus, He preserves His
Church in righteousness, because He alone is “the King of Israel and his
Redeemer” (Is. 44:6). Since all things are in His gracious care and
keeping, “fear not, nor be afraid” (Is. 44:8). For “the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19), and in
this hope we also wait with patience. Though we do not yet see it, “the
Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Rom. 8:26) and, in truth, “the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18). We welcome Pastor Hagenow and thank him
for leading us in worship this morning.

ORDER OF WORSHIP Divine Service Setting Three 184
OPENING HYMN “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 660
SERMON HYMN “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 655
SERMON “The Parable of the Weeds” Matthew 13:24
CLOSING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” 921

Pastor Charles Buckhahn

Vicar Ron Zuccaro

Organist Carolyn Laurenz

AN Dave Hutfilz

Elder Dale Rohde

Ushers Paul Bohn and Roger Kade

Altar Guild Connie Richardson and Chris Farrar
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts

Attendance last week — 76 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion
$4,729 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $2,383; Capital Projects $85.

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: July 13-
Matthew Grossman, July 14—Keith Kreger, Mark Staley, Lloyd
Zastrow Jr.; July 15, Dave Little; July 16- JoAnn Frost; July 17 -
Shanntelle Knapik, Ashley Rich.

Great Lakes Loons Outing! We are looking to get a group together
to attend a Loons game at Dow Diamond on Friday, July 31. Game
time 7:05 pm. Loons face the Fort Wayne Tincaps and it's Foodie
Friday! $2 hot dogs, $1 chips, sodas, and $1 ice cream sandwiches.
Tickets are $12.50 and paid to Paul Bohn by July 17. See Paul or
Vicar Ron if interested.

Music Position ~ St Michael's Church in Richville is looking for a
Director of Parish/School Music. Position can be full-time music/band
teacher during the school year and/or part-time parish music. Happy
to provide additional information to anyone that is interested. Please
contact Lisa Schultz via email or text/phone. Lisa.schultz@live.com or
(989)529-1710.

In Marchew 13, to what does Jesus compare the
kingdom of heaven?
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