5t Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (ESV)

37 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me
out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of
the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord
GoD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GoD to these bones: Behold, | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢ And | will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that | am the LORD.” 7 So | prophesied as |
was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound,
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to
its bone. 8 And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them. But there was no breath in them. ® Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may
live.” 1 So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army. " Then he said to me, “Son of
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
indeed cut off.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord Gob: Behold, | will open your graves and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into
the land of Israel. 3 And you shall know that | am the LORD,
when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O
my people. **And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it,
declares the LoRD.”

Romans 8:1-11 (ESV)

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, “in
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. ¢ For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law;
indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please

God.? You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. 1 But if Christ is in you, although the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

John 11:1-53 (ESV) 11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” # But when Jesus heard it he

said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”s Now Jesus loved

Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  So, when he heard that

Lazarus! was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he

was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now
seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in
the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this

world. 1 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light
is not in him.” 1" After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” **Now Jesus had
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in
sleep. " Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, *3and for your
sake | am glad that | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” 18 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 7 Now when Jesus came, he
found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '8 Bethany
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, ' and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother.
280 when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 2' Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2 But
even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”
2 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2 Martha said to him,
“| know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”

% Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 2" She
said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, who is coming into the world.” 2 When she had said this, she went
and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and
is calling for you.” 22 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went
to him. 3 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in
the place where Martha had met him. 3 When the Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep

there. 3 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit
and greatly troubled. 3 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 3 So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”
#®Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. % Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be
an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 4* Jesus said to her, “Did | not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 4! So they
took away the stone. And Jesus lited up his eyes and said, “Father, |
thank you that you have heard me. “2| knew that you always hear me,
but | said this on account of the people standing around, that they may
believe that you sent me.” *When he had said these things, he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 4 The man who had died
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what he did, believed in him, 6 but some of them went to the Pharisees
and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this
man performs many signs. ¢ If we let him go on like this, everyone will
believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place
and our nation.” 4° But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, said to them, “You know nothing at all.  Nor do you understand
that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that
the whole nation should perish.” 5 He did not say this of his own
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would
die for the nation, %2 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into
one the children of God who are scattered abroad. % So from that day
on they made plans to put him to death.
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% Inthe Name of Jesus T

As We Gather ~ Jesus Christ Is the Resurrection and the Life. The
iliness and death of Lazarus happened ‘that the Son of God may be
glorified through it” (John 11:4). Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus
prompted His arrest and crucifixion, whereby He would die “for the
nation” and gather “into one the children of God who are scattered
abroad” (John 11:51-52). As He called Lazarus from the tomb and
commanded others to “unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44), Jesus
also calls us and releases us from the bondage of sin and death. We
would not “submit to God’s law,” nor could we “please God” (Rom. 8:7-
8), but “he condemned sin” in His own flesh so “that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3-4). Now through
the Gospel, “the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells” in
us (Rom. 8:11). His Word breathes His Spirit into our mortal flesh,
animating us with His own life. As His ministers preach according to His
divine command, the Lord Jesus calls us from the grave into the good
land that He gives us (Ezek. 37:12, 14).

ORDER OF SERVICE Service of Prayer and Preaching 260
OPENING HYMN ‘“Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing” 421
HYMN “Glory be to Jesus” 433
SERMON HYMN “Alas! And did My Savior Bleed” 437
SERMON “A Matter of Life and Death” John 11:1-53
HYMN “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” o975
CLOSING HYMN “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 436
Pastor Larry Warsinski

Organist Fletcher Wernholm

AN Pam Gilbert

Elder/Reader Dale Rohde

Ushers Paul Bohn and Roger Kade

Altar Guild Mark and Judy Hingston

Our Measure of Love and Gifts
Attendance last week 43 Midweek Lent 17 Needed for The Lord’s Work at
Zion $4,729 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $2,480; Capital Projects $20;
God’s Helping Hands $70; $50 in memory of Myrna Pruitt, $30 in memory of
Carl Neuenfeldt.

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: March 22 -
Janice Coty, Levi Kruth, Rosemary Schell (her 931) John Wirtz V/; March 23-
Mark Hilbrandt, Conner Neuenfeldt; March 25- Kayla Goward; March 26-
Mitchell Hingston.

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1

Easter Sunday Breakfast will be held on April 5 after the Easter Sunrise
Service. Please bring a dish to pass. Signup sheet is in the narthex.

Richland Lutheran Cemetery ~ It is time to clean up the grounds and
prepare for spring. Please clean off all winter decorations such as grave
blankets and wreaths off gravesites by April 1st.

o'&85¢%,  James Schultz, faithful member of Zion died March 14 and
5% Q&E was given Christian burial on Thursday. Jim is survived by his
mriumrianT)  Wife Diane, his daughter Suzanne Schultz; his son, Steve
(Spring) Schultz; his Godsons, Chandler and Chase; his
granddaughter, Season (Matthew) Di
Cosola; his mother, Leola Schultz; his sister Janice (Don) Wazny. And |
heard a voice from heaven saying, 'Write this: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on. Blessed indeed," says the
Spirit, 'that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow

them!"" (Revelation 14:13 ESV).

Lutheran Service Book ~ Come and join us for a 3-day continuing
education course focused on the hymnal and how best to use it in church
and at home at St. Peter Lutheran Church 2461 N Raucholz Road,
Hemlock. This is a free event, and all are welcome to attend. Breakfast and
lunch will be provided. For more information contact St. Peter at 989-642-
8188. Please register at https://portal.ctsfw.edu/s/continuing-education-
detail?recordld=a1yUh000006m6IzIAl
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