
 

Numbers 21:4-9 ESV 
4 From Mount Hor they set out by the 
way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom. And the people became 
impatient on the way. 5 And the people 
spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we loathe 
this worthless food.” 6 Then the LORD 
sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people, so that many 
people of Israel died. 7 And the people 
came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, 
that he take away the serpents from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery 
serpent and set it on a pole, and 
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, 
shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze 
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the 
bronze serpent and live. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV) 
2 And you were dead in the trespasses 
and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom 
we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the 
coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For 
by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

John 3:14-21 ESV 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works 
were evil. 20 For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 21 But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.” 
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 In the Name of Jesus  
 

As We Gather ~ Jesus Is Lifted Up on the Cross so that We May Look to Him 
and Live.  The people sinned by speaking “against God and against Moses,” and 
the Lord called them to repentance by sending fiery serpents, which “bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died” (Num. 21:4–6). When the people 
confessed their sin, the Lord provided a means of rescue from death. He 
instructed Moses to “make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,” so that “if a 
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live” (Num. 21:8). 
Thus God sent His Son into the world, in the likeness of our sin and death, and 
lifted Him up on the pole of the cross, that whoever looks to Him in faith “may 
have eternal life” (John 3:14–16). By His cross, “the light has come into the 
world,” not for condemnation, but “that the world might be saved through him” 
(John 3:17–19). While we “were dead in the trespasses and sins” in which we 
once lived (Eph. 2:1), God loved us, calling us to repentance and raising us up 
with Christ to live “with him in the heavenly places” (Eph. 2:4–6). 
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OPENING HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 902 

SERMON HYMN “God Loved the World, So That He Gave” 571 

SERMON “Venom” Numbers 21:4-9 

CLOSING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 427 
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  Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 56 ~ Midweek Lenten 21 ~ Needed for The Lord’s 
Work at Zion $3,934 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $2,354 Capital Projects 
$155; God’s Helping Hands $106; In memory of Richard Wietfeldt $510. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: March 10- Tom 
Garner; March 13- Pam McNett; March 16- Pam Gilbert, Jason Bluemer, Kay 
Card, Mckenna Kumar.  

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  Luke 9:23 

Ham Dinner ~ Signup sheets for workers and donations is in the narthex. 
Please sign up to help out where you are able. This is a great fellowship event 
and all help is greatly appreciated.  

Our list for funeral meals/helpers has shrunk. If you could make a dish 
similar to one for a pot luck, please contact Connie Richardson at 989-642-
8126. You would be called when needed and given a choice of what ready to 
eat dish to prepare. Your name and phone number will be needed. Thanks so 
much. ☺ The deceased family is always so appreciative.  

Richland Lutheran Cemetery ~ It is time to clean up the cemetery  grounds 
and prepare for Spring. Please clean off all winter decorations such as grave 
blankets and wreaths by April 1st. 

Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service organization (RSO) of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  This Christian humanitarian network has 
27 branches across the United States from California to Maryland and from 
North Dakota to Texas.  The Michigan Branch has operated for five years out 
of the Michigan Thumb.  At Sebewaing an 8,000 sq. ft. work and warehouse 
Center receives and processes humanitarian goods for distribution 
internationally.  Wherever disaster relief is needed in our country, Orphan 
Grain Train also responds.  Orphan Grain Train—Michigan has made 
numerous international shipments of clothing, medical supplies, and more to 
Kyrgyzstan, Panama, Moldova, the Republic of Georgia, Latvia, Malawi, 
Lithuania, Ukraine, and South Sudan—and always with the message of God's 
love in Christ.  For more information visit www.ogt.org/ or contact Orphan 
Grain Train—Michigan Branch Manager, Pastor David Reed, 989-600-2264. 

http://www.ogt.org/

