Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 12:1-9 (ESV)

12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your
country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make of
you a great nation, and | will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram
went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their
possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they
set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they
came to the land of Canaan,  Abram passed
through the land to the place at Shechem, to the
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in
the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and
said, “To your offspring | will give this land.” So he
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared
to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country
on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there
he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the
name of the LORD. ¢ And Abram journeyed on, still
going toward the Negeb.

Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 (ESV)

4 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham,
our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God.
3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.
5And to the one who does not work but believes in
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, 8just as David also speaks of
the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works:” “Blessed are
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
3For the promise to Abraham and his offspring
that he would be heir of the world did not come
through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is

void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is
no law there is no transgression. 6 That is why it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all, "7 as it is written, ‘I have
made you the father of many nations”—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist.

John 3:1-17 (ESV)

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one
can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and be born?”
5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God. 8 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. 7 Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” @ Nicodemus
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and
yet you do not understand these things? 1! Truly,
truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and
bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not
receive our testimony. "2If | have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe
if I tell you heavenly things? *No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. * And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, s that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.
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% Inthe Name of Jesus

As We Gather ~ The Word of the Gospel Opens the Eyes of Faith and
Fixes Them on Christ Jesus. The Lord called Abram (Abraham) to leave
his home and go to a land that God would show him. He also promised to
make of Abram “a great nation,” to bless him and make his name great as a
blessing to “all the families of the earth” (Gen. 12:2-3). “Abram went, as the
LORD had told him” (Gen. 12:4), and in Canaan “he built an altar to the
LORD and called upon the name of the LORD” (Gen. 12:8). He “believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). Here the
grace of God is manifested, that He “justifies the ungodly” (Rom. 4:5), not
by works of the Law, but through faith in His promises. He removes all of
our sins and lawless deeds through Jesus Christ, the offspring of Abraham
in whom all the Lord’s promises are realized. This forgiveness of sins is the
Word of the Gospel, the voice of the Holy Spirit, which “gives life to the
dead” (Rom. 4:17). It opens the eyes of faith to behold Christ Jesus, the
Son of Man lifted up on the cross, “that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting One 151

OPENING HYMN “Not What These Hands Have Done” 567

SERMON HYMN “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 963

SERMON “Just One Thing” Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 702
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 739
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 761

CLOSING HYMN “Abide O Dearest Jesus” 919

Pastor Larry Warsinski

Organist Tami Mosher

Elders Paul Bohn and Dick Bluemer

ANV Mark Richardson

Ushers Jerry Neuenfeldt and Mike Hingston

Altar Guild Suzanne Schultz and Diane Schultz

Our Measure of Love and Gifts
Attendance last week — 52 Midweek Lent 19 Needed for The Lord’s Work at
Zion $4,729 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $1,777; Capital Projects $45;
God's Helping Hands in memory of Myrna Pruitt $290; $20 Quilters in
memory of Myrna Pruitt; $1,050 in memory of Myrna Pruitt; $20 in memory of
Ferol McNett.

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: March 1- Troy
Beyersdorf, March 2- Bruce Pretzer (his 82nd); March 3- George Leveto;
March 4- Easton Coty; March 5 -Alyssa Carroll, Christopher Ross, Andrew
Ross, Carlton Ross; March 6- Karen Gardner; March 7- Garrett Hingston.

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “He himself bore our sins in His body on the
tree that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed.” Peter 2:24

Door offering for Capital Projects Fund following the service. Your
donations are greatly appreciated.

St. Peter Lutheran Men’s Club is sponsoring their Annual Fish Fry on
Friday, March 13 serving all you can eat (sit down) from 3:30 — 7:00 pm.
Take-outs are available from 3:30 — 6:00 pm.

Valley Lutheran High School is looking for a part-time Science teacher
for the 2026-27 school year. The course needing coverage is an upper-
level Anatomy & Physiology class and would amount to 2-3 sections per
year. Teachers certified in high school science are preferred, but
medically-trained professionals may also be considered. The teacher
would have input into the scheduling of the time of day for the classes.
Please submit a cover letter and resume by March 22 to Dr. Lisa Meyers
at Imeyers@vlhs.com. Questions may be directed to her as well at (989)
790-1676.

Daylight Saving Time Begins ~Remember to set your
clocks ahead one hour before retiring on Saturday evening,
March 7! As we “spring forward,” let’s also renew our hearts
in faith and gratitude for God’s steadfast light that never

fades.

| have no use for cranks who despise music, because it is a gift

of God. Music drives away the Devil and makes people joyful;

they forget thereby all wrath, unchastity, arrogance, and the like. . ,
Next after theology, | give to music the highest place and the "* =
greatest honor. ~ Martin Luther
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