
 1st Sunday after the Epiphany  

Genesis 1:1-5 (ESV) 
1 In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 
was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
 
Romans 6:1-11 (ESV) 
6 What shall we say then? Are we to 
continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in 
it? 3 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6 We know that our old 
self[a] was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought 
to nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one 
who has died has been set free] from 
sin. 8 Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 9 We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10 For the death 
he died he died to sin, once for all, 
but the life he lives he lives to 
God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Mark 1:4-11 (ESV) 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the 
wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now 
John was clothed with camel's hair 
and wore a leather belt around his 
waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7 And he preached, 
saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. 8 I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those 
days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10 And when he came up 
out of the water, immediately 
he saw the heavens being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+6%3A1-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28059a
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 In the Name of Jesus    

THEME OF THE DAY ~ In Holy Baptism, the Triune God Reveals Himself 
and Recreates Us in His Image.  “In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). Then, as “the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2), God spoke His Word: “‘Let there be 
light,’ and there was light” (Gen. 1:3). In the same way, “the beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ” (Mark 1:1) brings about the new creation through 
the waters of Baptism by the same Word and Spirit of God. When John the 
Baptist came, “proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins,” Jesus also came “and was baptized by John in the Jordan” (Mark 1:4, 
9). Although He had no sins of His own, He took His stand with sinners in 
His Baptism and took the sins and mortality of the world upon Himself. He 
was baptized into His own death, by which the heavens are opened and the 
Spirit is given to us. God the Father is well pleased with His beloved Son 
and raises Him from the dead. As we share His Baptism and are “united 
with him in a death like his” (Rom. 6:5), we also share His resurrection unto 
“newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three p 184 
 
OPENING HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”  400 
 
SERMON HYMN “The Star Proclaims the King is Here”  399 
 
SERMON “Why?”  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 394 
 “Arise and Shine in Splendor” 396 
 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 398 
 
CLOSING HYMN “As with Gladness Men of Old” 397 
 
 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


Pastor  Larry Warsinski       
Organist    Carolyn Laurenz 
A/V Dave Hutfilz     
Ushers      Jerry Neuenfeldt and Bruce Tessin 
Elders  Paul Bohn and Dale Rohde    
Altar Guild Diane Schultz and Suzanne Schultz 

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 46, New Year’s Eve 31. Needed for the Lord’s Work 
~ $3,888 ~ Received $3,787; Capital Projects $20. 
 
Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  January 7- 
Carol White; January 8- Dan Brickel; January 10- Gabriel Gilbert.  
 
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 
 
This morning following the worship service Pastor Mark Brandt from 
the Michigan District LCMS, will address the congregation regarding 
the pastoral call process. He would like discussion with our members 
in addition to sharing some information. Using your input from the 
congregational survey and thoughts during this meeting will help 
send an accurate report to our District President as to what attributes 
our next pastor should have. These meetings usually last 30-45 
minutes. All are encouraged to stay but are free to leave if you wish. 
This meeting will be held in the church.  
 
Fellowship Brunch ~ Mark your calendar and plan ahead to join us for a 
brunch in the fellowship hall on Sunday, January 14 following the worship 
service. See Lynn Tessin or Lois Tessin with any questions.  
 
Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw 
them away! Indoor/outdoor string lights can be dropped off at the church 
office or the Richland Township office in Hemlock through January 15. 
Contact Mid Michigan Waste Authority with any questions at 989-781-9555.  
 
 


