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MISSION STATEMENT: We are 

here to ignite the light of Christ! We 
exist to be and make disciples so that 
we will transform our community and 
world for Christ.  

VISION STATEMENT:  

Bethlehem UMC is excited and  
joyful about being alive in Christ! 

CORE VALUES: 
Share the Love of Christ 
Live and Relate with Integrity 
Strive to Glorify God 
Act in Faith and Love 
Encourage Spiritual Growth 



FROM THE PASTOR 
It’s still Christmas! 
 It is still Christmas until the Day of Epiphany. The Day of Epiph-
any officially marks the end of the Christmas Season. In 2021, the Day 
of Epiphany is Wednesday, January 6 – the 12th Day of Christmas. 
 The Wise Men experienced an epiphany when they arrived in 
Bethlehem and found the child that the star was marking. This child 
was indeed the newborn King of the Jews. God’s own Son had come to 
earth. The face of God was being revealed. 
 Seeking God’s Face was the first of the 2020 Advent worship 
sermons focusing on Coming to Bethlehem and Experiencing Christ. In 
the Bible God’s face is sought by Adam (Gen. 2:7), David (2 Sam. 
21:1), Jacob and Esau (Genesis 22 & 23).  In yester year and today, 
the face of God is sought by the wise ones who seek the holy presence 
of Christ. 2 Cor. 3:18 teaches us that seeing the face of God transforms 
us into God’s glory and God’s image.  
 In the Hebrew Scriptures, seeking the face of God is synony-
mous with seeking the holy presence of God. We seek the face of God 
expecting to find the goodness of the Lord in our midst. God’s spirit 
dwells within his people. We find the face of God in the Christians 
around us. The ones who serve us and the ones to whom we serve.  
 In Matt. 28: 18-20, Jesus commissions us to be the hands and 
feet of Christ to the world. Christ followers go into the world, make dis-
ciples of Jesus, baptize in his name, and teach the faith. We lead by 
example. We represent living hope, the presence of the holy, and the 
face of God to the world. We can only do this with the presence of God. 
So, we seek God’s face.  
 Celebrating the birth of Christ with great expectancy that He will 
come again renews our souls and instills within us hope for a more holy 
earthly kingdom and an eternal future with Christ who walks and talks 
with us in our valleys and in the mountain top experiences of our lives. 
Each time that we come to the manger and seek the face of the Holy, 
we experience an epiphany of God’s holy presence and nature.  
 It is still Christmas and we seek the face of God so that God’s 
goodness and glory will touch us and change us, cleanse us, and set 
us free to live as holy earthen vessels to God’s glory all the days of our 
lives. 
 It is still Christmas and God’s promises are coming to fruition for 
we have come to Bethlehem; and, we see the glory of the Lord all 
around us. 
 In the New Year,  “The LORD bless you and keep you; The 
LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The 
LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you 
peace” (Numbers 6:24-26). 
 
 Suzanne 

SPECIAL ADDRESSES 

Barbara Allen: Willowbrook Rehab and Care Center, 333 E. Lee Avenue, 
Yadkinville 27055 
Faye Dunn: Arbor Ridge, 1237 Masten Drive, Apt 129, Kernersville, 
27284 
Marie Fesperman: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Rd, Rm 912, Clemmons, 
27012 
Shirley Griffin: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Rd, Rm 504, Clemmons, 27012 
Peggy Frances Smith: Somerset Court, 1635 East 5th St, Rm 120, Win-
ston-Salem, 27101 

YOUNG AT HEART 

Fruit Baskets for Christmas 
BUMC’s Young at Heart was only able to meet twice during 2020, but 
we maintained contact with the group through texts, email, phone 
calls, cards, and occasional in person (socially distanced) visits.  Were it 
not for Covid, our annual Christmas celebration would have been De-
cember 5th .   In lieu of this time of fellowship, and with the help of four 
“elves”, holiday fruit baskets were delivered to 42 Young at Heart par-
ticipants (including a few “shut-ins”) on December 5th.  Judging from 
the positive responses received, the baskets and personal visits were 
very much appreciated.   
Bethlehem has sponsored a Young at Heart ministry for many years.  
Over the last seven years, we have found the group to be a missions-
oriented fellowship of believers, fervent prayer warriors, and an excel-
lent outreach for the church.  Most of the group grew up in the commu-
nity and are long term members of the church.  Several are non-
members of BUMC and have attended services here for many years.  
Other participants were not familiar with Bethlehem prior to coming to 
Young at Heart events, but through the fellowship became regular at-
tendees of Bethlehem services and Bible study groups, or have worked 
at church related activities such as Relay for Life and Bible School.   
Let’s all say a prayer of thanks that a vaccine for Covid has been ap-
proved!  Our hope is that within a few months we can resume “Young 
at Heart” activities.  That will truly be a Happy New Year!    
Sincerely, Lois & Joe 
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BETHLEHEM ANGELS PRESCHOOL 

Connecting Youth and Children into Service 
 This past month the youth collected money to support a Store-
house for Jesus family for Christmas.  This time of the year reminds us 
how fortunate we are and how we can reach out to help others! 
 We had 14 youth participate in our youth Christmas Celebra-
tion.  Our time was filled with fun Christmas themed games and time to 
reflect on the past year as we set our individual intent to live for Jesus in 
the upcoming year.  Each youth chose an Intent Word to stamp into a 
bracelet that will remind them of what we want to create in the world 
and that we are committed to.  We encourage you to set an INTENT this 
year and not a Resolution.  Resolutions are for fixing things but an in-
tent is for creating something in this world that you are committed to 
being.  My Intent this year is to Surrender.  Other chosen intent words 
were: Alive, Honesty, Goal Oriented, Elevated, Change, Joy, Courage, 
Resilient, Grit, Warrior, etc.  We challenge others to pick their intent for 
this coming year!   
 

Upcoming:  In January we will start meeting again every other week be-
ginning on January 10 and then again January 24.  More details to come 
as we keep an eye on the weather in the upcoming month. 

YOUTH/ CHILDREN 

 December was a special time for our Preschoolers as we talked 
about God’s gift of love and Jesus’ birth.  We had fun making gifts for 
our loved ones, too!  Now it’s time to start thinking about the New 
Year.  Preschool will be back in session on Monday, January 4, 2021, and 
we will be ready for a New Year of fun and learning! 
 Thank You again to everyone who helped out with our Mrs. 
Pumpkins fundraiser!  This was an important fundraiser for us to help 
purchase necessary cleaning supplies and individual student supplies.  
With your help we were able to raise just over $1800! 
 Looking ahead, and Lord willing, we will begin enrollment for 
the 2021-2022 school year in mid-February for our preschool families and 
families of Bethlehem UMC.  Public enrollment will begin March 1.  If 
you or someone you know has a preschool-aged child, be on the look-
out for a Bethlehem Angels enrollment form on our website and availa-
ble in the unlocked breezeway.  You can call the Preschool office (998-
6820) or check our website for more information:  
www.bethlehemangelspreschool.com.  



Frances Smith, Billie Collins, Susan Bowman, Buz Buzzard, Nancy Evans, 
Nathan Smith, Cleo Bertini, Onald Sprouse, Ken Burnette, Paisley Speas 
(friend of Brittany Tugwell), Heather Egger (daughter of Steve & Judy 

McDowell), Judy Bailey (friend of Barry & Susan Bowman), Parker Bailey 
(friend of Barry & Susan Bowman), Ann Hash (friend of Barry & Susan 

Bowman), Cora Grace (great-granddaughter of Barbara Thornton), 
Melissa Bowles (daughter of Roy & Sandra Sofley), Joan Meadows 

(sister-in-law of Linda Konst), Chad, Meredith & Pearl Tucker (friends of 
Joe & Lois Steelman), Tracy Sheets (friend of Jane Simpson), Casey & 
Dawna Jones (friends of Derek & Pam Harpe), Ima Jean Smith, Marcia 

Rogers, Jean West, Frankie Routh (father-in-law of Reuben Ijames), Ste-
ve Gilliland, Judy Darby, Ivey Jo Smith, Gail Howard, Penny Kye, Barbara 

Allen, Betty Kohnen, Woodie Bates, Carolyn Cornelius, Hal Davis 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD: The next meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day, February 21 at 6 pm via zoom 

MEETINGS 

FINANCE TEAM: The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Febru-

ary 21 at 5:30 via zoom 

THANK YOU 

Just a note of thanks to you for the kind prayers, cards and beautiful 
rose. 
With Much Appreciation, Woodie Bates & family 

Thanks to my church family members for all the prayers, plant, cards 
and food received during the massing of my mother/ grandmother 
(Ruby Smith).  Everything was greatly appreciated. 
May God Bless Each of You, 
Gail & Maria Page and Jennifer Cartner 

Sympathy extended to: Marshall & Betty Kohnen and family in the pass-
ing of his brother, Melvin Kohnen, on Tuesday, November 17. 

Book Bags of Hope 
 This school year Bethlehem is partnering with Smith Grove UMC 
on the Book Bags of Hope project for Pinebrook Elementary & North Da-
vie Middle Schools.  This project donates a bag of food every Friday to a 
child for the weekend.  These children would normally have very little, or 
no food to eat on the weekend.  There are about 65 bags given out each 
Friday.  All foods are individually wrapped, single servings, and require 
minimal cooking.   
 Help us by donating food to this worthy cause.  Some food items 
are alternated throughout the year, but the items on this list are collect-
ed all year long.  Purchase items on the list below, and donate items in 
the boxes provided around the church. 
<><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><  <><   
*Chef Boyardee Variety 7.5 oz. microwavable *Grits  
*Del Monte Fruit Cups    *Oatmeal 
*Cheez-It snack packs     *Chex Mix 
*Campbell’s Chicken Noodle or Tomato soup *Nutri-Grain bars  
*Rice Crispy Squares – 1.3 oz. (larger size) *Pudding cups  
*Pop Tarts     *Raisins 
*Cheese Nabs or Wheat & Cheese  (No peanut butter due to allergies) 

Contact Christin Howard (336-978-9326) or Virginia Burnette (336-409-
8721) for more information or if you would like to help pack the bags!   To 

donate money, designate your check to Book Bags of Hope. 
Don’t forget this is a yearlong commitment – we need your help! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH (continued) 

Dear Bethlehem UMC Congregation,   
    I am Richard Nuckolls and I have been working with the Trustees to ap-
prove an Eagle Scout Project to create a Prayer Garden in the existing 
courtyard between the three buildings.  I will be using the existing cross 
and adding a walkway to the cross with significant colors of mulch or rock 
before the cross and then after the cross. These walkways will lead to 
benches where people can come to reflect and meditate.  There will be 
scripture rocks and colors of our faith surrounding this prayer garden. 
It is my goal to raise $5,000 to support the materials for this project while I 
organize the labor to help bring this vision to action.  If you would like to 
donate to this project please send your donation to Bethlehem UMC and 
place "Eagle Scout Project" in the memo line.  If you have questions I am 
there most every Sunday and happy to discuss my project with you.   
Thank you,  
Richard Nuckolls 



CELL PHONE DONATIONS… Do you have old, unused cell 
phones lying around the house?  Put them to good use by donating them 
to Davie Domestic Violence Services & Rape Crisis Center.  Donated phones 
are either refurbished for reimbursement for client services or reactivated 
for client use.  Safety is a key issue for victims of domestic violence and sex-
ual assault; a cell phone activated with 911 telephone service can be ex-
tremely necessary and even life-saving.  Please place your old cell phones 
(with charger if you have it) in the designated box in the Missions Room.  
For questions, please contact Virginia Burnette (336-409-8721) 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

MISSIONS MOMENT (continued) 

Sock & Mitten Tree… Our annual Sock & Mitten Tree is up through Janu-

ary.  If you are able, please support Storehouse for Jesus by purchasing a 
pair of socks, gloves, hats/toboggans, or scarves.  This year’s tree is located 
in the breezeway between the back of the sanctuary and the Christian Ac-
tivity Center building.  Please place your items on the tree (clothespins will 
be available for attaching items) or at the foot of the tree.  You may also 
drop off your items at the two donation stations on the church driveway as 
you come for worship services on Sunday mornings.  Thank you for your 
generosity and compassion towards our neighbors in need of warm out-
wear this winter!  

 We even got to continue our tradition of ringing the bells at the 
Red Kettle for the Salvation Army at Lowes Foods on Saturday, December 
12. We really missed the presence and musical talents of June & Buz Buz-
zard and Nancy & Ezra Gough who have always anchored our ringing in the 
past. A BIG THANK YOU to our enthusiastic, joyful volunteers: Dianne & 
Leon Weddle; Perry and grandchildren Landon, Cameron & Lyvia; Betty & 
Marshall Kohnen; Pam & Derek Harpe; Beverly Reid and her granddaugh-
ter, Catherine Sluder; Donna & David Powell and grandchildren Bowman & 
Karis; Renee, Robbie & Bella Russell; and Elizabeth, Mike & Beamer Flynn. 
Each one of you seemed to have a great time ringing the bells and wishing 
“Merry Christmas” to everyone who came by. I believe Bella summed it up 
the best when she told me, “It was so much fun! I want to ring every year!” 
 A safe, healthy, happy New Year to each of you,  
 Virginia Burnette, Missions Chair 
 
“Let your light shine before others, so they may see your good works, and 

give glory to your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES… February articles are due to the 
church office by Monday, January 18. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

PINE NEEDLES... Only $5 per bale.  Contact a member of UMM or 

call the church office for pick-up 

MISCELLANEOUS 

AL-ANON GROUP… An AL-ANON family group is meeting at Mace-
donia Moravian Church, Advance on Sunday nights at 8 pm.  The meet-
ings will be downstairs in the fellowship hall.  AL-ANON is a group to 
help families and friends of alcoholics.  We welcome and share hope for 
those who are in need of help 

PRAYER LIST INFO… If you have a prayer concern to that you 
would like added to the prayer concern list, contact the administrative 
assistant.  Prayer concerns are listed in the newsletter for 3 months un-
less otherwise requested. 

UPPER ROOM: If you would like to have the January/ February Upper 

Room, you many pick one up any time from the mailbox outside of the 
entrance to the church offices. 



MISSIONS MOMENT 

 Happy New Year Bethlehem Church Family! I know we are all look-
ing forward to the New Year with great anticipation and hope for a much 
better year than 2020. Before we move too far into 2021, I would like to 
take a quick glance back into the last several months here at Bethlehem. 
 Last summer, when I was contemplating our outreach missions for 
the upcoming months, I was wondering how we were going to accomplish 
anything with all the COVID-19 restrictions and social distancing. But as usu-
al, God was in control! So with a little creativity, the can-do, generous spir-
its at Bethlehem continued to be the hands and feet of Jesus. With only 
one exception, we were able to accomplish all our usual outreach missions 
this Fall. The one exception was Rise Against Hunger, formerly Stop Hun-
ger Now. That is when we don those lovely hairnets and gloves, and very 
quickly mix together 10,000 meals in less than two hours. Since we were 
not allowed in the church buildings, we were not able to gather together 
to package these meals; however, we were able to support Rise Against 
Hunger financially because money was already allocated in our missions 
budget for this outreach program. 
 Here is a quick update of all the outreach mission efforts we have 
accomplished in these last months of 2020.  
 School supplies for Davie County students in need 
 Food items for A Storehouse for Jesus each week 
 Youth’s mission project in August 
 Special children’s packets each month 
 Book Bags of Hope for 65 Davie County students 
 Observed National Hunger Action Month in September and raised 

$199.45 for the Society of St Andrew 
 Packaged and sent 110 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to Samari-

tan’s Purse 
 Fed 50 families Thanksgiving meals through Feed the Hungry at 

Thanksgiving program. A total of 342 families received meals from A 
Storehouse for Jesus 

 Gifts given to 36 Lambs (children) and 5 Stars (senior citizens) 
 Bags of Christmas cards given to our senior members 
 Donations to Birthday Gift for Jesus benefiting The Salvation Army and 

Winston-Salem Rescue Mission 
 Collection of coats and sweaters for A Storehouse for Jesus 
 Donations to our Sock and Mitten Tree—ongoing through the month 

of January 
 



GIFTS: 11-22 11-29 12-6 12-13 
Primary Ministry Fund $8,430.00 $3,980.00 $7,235.00 $4,775.00 
Cemetery Fund 25.00 - - - 
Good Neighbor Fund 175.00 250.00 90.00 25.00 
Missions 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00 
Book Bags of Hope 125.00 - - - 
Choir Fund - - 300.00 - 
Children’s Fund 15.00 20.00 - - 
Birthday Gift for Jesus - - 75.00 50.00 
Forever Fund - - 50.00 - 

Eagle Scout Project - - 325.00 25.00 

CONTRIBUTING STOCKS/BONDS: BUMC has a brokerage ac-
count at Wells Fargo.  If you have negotiable instruments that you 
would like to donate to Bethlehem, have your broker transfer directly 
to Wells Fargo, using account number 17083592; our DTC number is 
0141.   If you have any questions, please call Ken Lard (336-407-7718) 

DONATIONS: When fundraising events are held at our church, do-
nations that include a meal or a service are NOT tax deductible.  In or-
der to receive a tax deduction, a separate check should be made out to 
the church that does not include the cost of the meal or service.  That 
donation can be mailed to the church or put in the offering plate on 
Sunday morning.  Donations at the site of the fundraising event will not 
be tax deductible.  If you have any questions, please contact Peggy 
Isenhour at peggy.i@bethlehem-umc.org.   This is a law mandated by 
the IRS and if not followed, our church can lose the tax-exempt status. 

FINANCIAL INFO 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

HOPE circle will meet by Zoom on Tuesday, January 5 at 7 pm.  Judy 
McDowell will send the link to join the meeting.  All are welcome! 

Pastor: Dr. Suzanne G. Michael                                         pastor@bethlehem-umc.org 
Administrative Assistant: Shannon Wombaugh            office@bethlehem-umc.org 
Director of Preschool: Ashley Everett                      preschool@bethlehem-umc.org 
Children/ Youth Activity Director and   
    Director of Music Ministries: Peggy Nuckolls            peggy@bethlehem-umc.org 
Financial Secretary: Peggy Isenhour                 peggy.i@bethlehem-umc.org 
Finance Office:   
    Jean Harpe, Sharon Moser & Sandra Sofley            finance@bethlehem-umc.org 

STAFF INFO 

In my cigar box of clippings this month I found a collection of “quotable 
quotes”. 
 
If you want happiness for an hour— take a nap. 
If you want happiness for a day—go fishing. 
If you want happiness for a month—get married. 
If you want happiness for a year—inherit a fortune. 
If you want happiness for a lifetime—help someone else. 
Chinese proverb 
 
Three may keep a secret if two of them are dead. Ben Franklin 
 
90% of the game is half mental. Yogi Berra 
 
He charged nothing for his preaching, and it was worth it, too. Mark 
Twain 
 
No matter who you are, you only get a little slice of the world. Have you 
ever seen a hearse followed by a U-Haul? Billy Graham 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
 
And three of my favorites are: Strive to have an attitude of gratitude. 
Grace is receiving what we do not deserve. Mercy is not receiving what 
we do deserve.  
 
Jean West 

JEAN’S CLIPPINGS 


