
 
 

Devotional Volume and Session Calendar 
 

Week Of Vol. Session  Session Theme 

1/8/23 4.3 Samuel Listens To God 

1/15/23 4.1 God Calls Gideon 

1/22/23 4.2 Ruth and Boaz 

1/29/23 4.4 Israel Demands a King 

2/5/23 3.1/ 3.2 
The Exodus From Egypt & Israelites 
in the Wilderness 

2/12/23 3.3 The Ten Commandments 

2/19/23 3.4 Joshua and the Promised Land 

2/26/23     

3/5/23 5.1 David and Goliath 

3/12/23 5.2 Solomon Chooses Wisdom 

3/19/23 5.4 Elisha and the Widow 

3/26/23 8.1 The Last Supper  

4/2/23 8.2 The Crucifixion 

4/9/23 8.3 The Resurrection  

4/16/23 Break  Break 
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Listen on Your Own 

Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask 
God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space 
provided or in your personal journal. 

 

Day 1 

Read 1 Samuel 3:1–10. 

Look back over Listen in Community and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection 
Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too. 
 
QUESTION 

What do you sense that God is saying to you about listening to Him? 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 2 

Read Psalm 16:7; 63:6; 139:11–12. 

Have you ever been awakened in the night with thoughts and ideas you discovered were even 
more valuable in the light of day? In our Community time, we saw how God spoke to the boy, 
Samuel, in the middle of the night. That seems to be a common theme in Scripture. Jacob, 
Abraham, and Solomon all had God-encounters at night. In a dream, an angel told Joseph to take 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, as his wife. A few months later, shepherds got a nighttime visit from 
angels announcing Jesus’ birth. God still speaks. And God still speaks to us in the darkest times of 
our lives. His love is a night-light for the soul. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa3.1-10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps16.7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps63.6
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps139.11-12
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QUESTION 

Why do you think it’s sometimes easier to hear God speak at night than in the light of 
day? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Worries often seem bigger and more daunting at night than in the daytime. In today’s 
Bible readings, we see people using the night hours to talk to God. What will help you 
let go of your worries and regain trust in God during those times when sleep won’t 
come? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Sometimes a season of darkness bleeds over into the daylight hours. Take a few minutes 
now to talk to God about any dark seasons you are facing. 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 3 

Read 1 Samuel 3:1; Colossians 3:23–25. 

We spend much of our time in this life working at some kind of job. And for most of us, that 
means working for someone else: a boss. Sometimes those we work for treat us well and 
(hopefully) pay us reasonably close to what our time and skills are worth. But not always. While 
we may have an earthly boss, ultimately we work for the God who called us to the work we do. 
Even as a child, Samuel’s physical work, assisting Eli in the tabernacle, was tied to his work for 
God. 
 
QUESTION 

Think back to the various bosses you’ve worked for over the course of your life. Which 
ones made the most impact on you (in a good way), and why? What did you learn from 
them that carries value for you today? 
 
 
QUESTION 

How does it change things, especially in difficult circumstances, when you consider that 
you’re actually working for God and not just for people? 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa3.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Col3.23-25
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QUESTION 

Take a few minutes to pray for someone who oversees employees or volunteers—that 
they will treat those who serve under them with fairness, respect, and kindness. If you 
are a boss, in a position of authority, take a few minutes to pray for wisdom to lead well 
and then pray for those who serve under you. 
 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 4 

Read 1 Samuel 1:1–2, 8–20; Romans 8:26–27. 

Everyone has a backstory. The boy, Samuel, was no exception. In 1 Samuel 1, we meet Samuel’s 
soon-to-be parents, Elkanah and Hannah. But Hannah was heartbroken because she was barren. 
On their annual trip to the tabernacle in Shiloh for a special time of worship and sacrifice, 
Hannah’s grief overflowed as she prayed and asked God for a son. She made a promise that if her 
prayers were answered, she would give her son back to God to serve Him for his entire lifetime. 

Eli the priest saw Hannah praying—her tears were pouring, her lips were moving, but she was 
not speaking audible words. Thankfully, God hears heart cries too deep for words. The God who 
spoke to Samuel in chapter 3 is the same God who listened to the silent pleas of his mother in 
chapter 1. Hannah prayed for a son. God said yes, and Samuel was born. 
 
QUESTION 

Have you ever tried to pray but could find no words to express your longings? Read the 
Romans 8:26–27 passage again. What does verse 26 say that God’s Holy Spirit does for 
us when we have no words? 
 
 
QUESTION 

When God answered Hannah’s prayer, she gave birth to a son and named him Samuel, 
which sounds like the Hebrew term for “asked of God” or “heard by God.” Think of a 
time when you asked of God and were heard by God. Write down one or two answers 
to prayer that come to mind; then spend a few minutes thanking God for His goodness. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa1.1-2
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa1.8-20
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro8.26-27
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro8.26-27
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro8.26
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Listen on Your Own 

Day 5 

Read 1 Samuel 2:1–11; Luke 1:46–55. 

As we saw in the previous devotion’s Bible verses, Samuel was an answer to his mother Hannah’s 
prayers. In today’s reading, the woman who had no speech for her longings offered eloquent 
words of praise to the God who heard her silent cries and answered yes with a baby boy. 

Hundreds of years later, a young virgin named Mary found herself with child by the Holy Spirit. 
On a trip to visit her cousin Elizabeth (who gleefully acknowledged that Mary was carrying the 
Messiah in her womb), Mary also offered an eloquent song of praise with many parallels to 
Hannah’s prayer. These two women, separated by centuries, are both examples of faithfulness, 
trust in God in difficult circumstances, and hearts that responded with exuberant praise to the 
God who sees those whom others overlook. 
 
QUESTION 

As you read through both Hannah and Mary’s songs of praise, list some of the 
characteristics of God that stand out to you. 
 
 
QUESTION 

If you were writing your own prayer of praise, what elements would you include, based 
on God’s goodness in your life? 
 

 

 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa2.1-11
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk1.46-55


Assemblies of God. (2020). Listen Adult. Assemblies of God; Springfield, MO. Page 1.  

Listen on Your Own 

Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask 
God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space 
provided or in your personal journal. 

 

Day 1 

Read Judges 6:1–16, 36–40. 

Look back over Listen in Community and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection 
Questions. If time permits, reread the Bible segments too. 
 
QUESTION 

What do you sense God is saying about taking you from where you are to where He 
wants you to be? 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 2 

Read Isaiah 9:1–7. 

In today’s Bible reading, the prophet Isaiah gives a message of hope to be found in the coming 
Messiah. He promises that darkness and despair won’t last forever—that glory, light, and 
celebration are ahead. During our Community time, we saw how God met Gideon right where he 
was—even when he was in hiding. Through Jesus, our Messiah, God has come to each one of us, 
meeting us right where we are and bringing what we need most: God’s redemption, love, and 
favor. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.1-16
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.36-40
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is9.1-7
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QUESTION 

In Isaiah 9:4, the prophet mentioned a yoke and the rod of an oppressor—things that 
God intends to break. A yoke represents bondage and slavery. The oppressor’s rod, a 
stick used for punishment, represented the torture, injury, and pain they endured. What 
yoke do you need God to break for you today? What injuries and pain do you need God 
to heal in you today? 
 
 
 
QUESTION 

As you continue to consider Isaiah 9:4, what person (or persons) come to mind who 
need God to break bondages and heal the injuries inflicted by the enemy? Take a 
moment to pray for that person (or persons) now. 
 
 
QUESTION 

Read through the royal titles of Jesus, the Messiah, in Isaiah 9:6 (read aloud if possible). 
Which one of those most resonates with your heart today? Which do you most need 
Him to be in your life and circumstances today? Let that royal title stay with you 
throughout the rest of your day. 

 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 3 

Read Romans 5:6–11. 

Like Israel, we often find ourselves in trouble of our own making. Sometimes we are reluctant to 
cry out to God for help because we made the mess in the first place. However, we find ourselves 
powerless to get out of it. We wear ourselves out struggling and striving to do so. But the good 
news, the gospel, lets us know that Jesus didn’t come because we have it all together. He came 
precisely because we are “utterly helpless” sinful people who need redemption and rescue. 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is9.4
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is9.4
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is9.6
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro5.6-11
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QUESTION 

How does it change things for you to realize God wants us to ask Him for help, even 
when we’re in the wrong? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Have you been reluctant to ask for God’s help in some part of your life due to your own 
guilt about causing the situation? If so, why? 
 

Now would be a good time to own up to your part through repentance (asking for His forgiveness 
and turning away from repeating your mistake). But don’t stop there. Go ahead and ask for His 
help and deliverance from the troublesome circumstances. God delights in rescuing His children, 
even from consequences of their own making! 

 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 4 

Read Judges 6:22–32. 

Gideon has just had a divine encounter with the angel of the LORD that was so personal and so 
powerful, he thought that he would die (verse 22). But God’s representative assured him that 
everything would be all right, and he wouldn’t die. So, verse 24 describes how Gideon built an 
altar to God and named it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the LORD is peace”). 

Notice that, even before the nation found peace by being saved from its oppressors, Gideon 
found peace in his heart from His God. Afterward, God gave Gideon the first step in his mission 
to rescue Israel. The first rescue wasn’t from the Midianites—it was from idolatry. And the rescue 
was to start within his own family. 
 
QUESTION 

From Gideon’s story, we can see that spiritual rescue is even more important than 
physical rescue, and it often starts with those closest to us, in our own families. In what 
way does your family need spiritual rescue? 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.22-32
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.22
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.24
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QUESTION 

In his own family, Gideon tore down idolatry and began to build a new (though ancient) 
practice of worship to the one true and living God. What negative things that give the 
devil an entry point need to be torn down in your family—starting in your own life? 
 
 
QUESTION 

What good things need to be built up in your family—starting in your own life? Ask God 
to give you the courage to take on those changes with humility and wisdom. 
 

 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 5 

Read Jeremiah 1:4–10. 

In our Community time, Gideon wondered how he was supposed to rescue Israel from the 
Midianites since he was the weakest of the weak. We can all come up with a long list of reasons 
why we aren’t up to the task when it comes to doing something significant with our lives. 
However, God has never required the ideal to accomplish His purposes. He has only required 
availability, trust, and obedience. 
 
QUESTION 

What was Jeremiah’s excuse for why he could not do what God was asking? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Fill in the blank with your most common excuse(s) not to take on an assignment from 
God: I am too _____________________. 
 
 
QUESTION 

In Judges 6:14, God told Gideon, “I am sending you.” Then in Judges 6:16, God told 
Gideon, “I will be with you.” What difference does it make to know that God is not only 
sending you, but also going with you? 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Je1.4-10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.14
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jdg6.16
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QUESTION 

If you had to make a list of your God-assignments—the things you believe God wants 
you to carry out while you are on this planet—what would be on that list? 
 

Take a few moments to pray over that list, to surrender your excuses, and to offer your obedience 
to God, knowing that He is with you. 
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Listen on Your Own 

Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask 
God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space 
provided or in your personal journal. 

 

Day 1 

Read Ruth 1:1–16; 2:8–12; 3:1–4, 8–13; 4:13–22. 

Look back over Listen in Community and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection 
Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too. 
 
QUESTION 

What do you sense that God is saying to you about restoration? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ru1.1-16
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ru2.8-12
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ru3.1-4
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ru3.8-13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ru4.13-22
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Listen on Your Own 

Day 2 

Read Luke 4:16–21. 

In these verses, Jesus was given the opportunity to read from the Scriptures while attending 
synagogue in Nazareth, His boyhood home. He read that day’s Scripture portion, the powerful, 
hopeful words of Isaiah, the prophet (Isaiah 61:1). As He did so, Jesus unwrapped the reason for 
the Spirit’s anointing in His life and what that means in the lives of those who need restoration. 
 
QUESTION 

What are the four categories of people needing restoration that Jesus mentioned in 
these verses? 
 
 
QUESTION 

What are the four types of restoration offered in these verses? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Which of these four types of restoration do you most need in your life today? Take 
some time to tell Jesus what you need—and what those you love need most today. 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 3 

Read Hebrews 9:11–15. 

The whole concept of a family-redeemer or kinsman-redeemer, especially as played out in the 
story of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, may seem a little odd to us today. But here is something we can 
all relate to: individuals and families are broken and need a champion to step in and intervene. 
We live in a world where addiction, divorce, crime, depression, illness, and tragic accidents can 
rob us of peace and leave us feeling empty and alone—even bitter, as Naomi described herself. 
But bitterness was not the end of Naomi’s story because someone stepped in and made a 
difference. It doesn’t have to be the end of our story either. We have a Kinsman-Redeemer 
named Jesus who is ready to step into our desperation with astounding deliverance. 
 
QUESTION 

What does Hebrews 9:12 tell us that Jesus secured for us “with his own blood”? 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk4.16-21
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is61.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Heb9.11-15
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Heb9.12
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QUESTION 

Take a moment to list some of the ways Jesus has brought redemption to your life and 
circumstances. Spend some time thanking Him for His ongoing role as Kinsman-
Redeemer in your life. 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 4 

Read Colossians 3:12–14. 

In our Community time, we discussed how relationship can lead to restoration. Let’s keep it real, 
though. Sadly, the overlapping of our stories can also result in conflict, anger, and crushing hurt. 
But as displayed so beautifully in the lives of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, if the right heart qualities 
are present, healthy relationships really do play a key element in repair and restoration. In 
today’s Bible verses, which describe some of these important heart qualities, we are told what 
God’s holy people are to “clothe” (spiritually speaking) themselves with and how they are to treat 
one another. 
 
QUESTION 

Read through these verses two times—one time, aloud, if possible. Which part stands 
out to you? Why? 
 
 
QUESTION 

What would be different in the church, and in the world, if believers consistently 
practiced the instructions in these verses? Give a specific example. 
 
 
QUESTION 

Prayerfully read through these verses one more time. Think about the different 
elements of how we are to treat others. Ask God to show you which one of these 
elements He wants to refine in you today. Look for opportunities to display that heart 
quality when your story overlaps with someone else’s life. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Col3.12-14


Assemblies of God. (2020). Listen Adult. Assemblies of God; Springfield, MO. Page 4.   

Listen on Your Own 

Day 5 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:8–10. 

Knowing the backstory of Ruth, it is stunning to find her name included in the genealogical record 
of Jesus listed in the first chapter of Matthew, the first book in the New Testament. Ruth, as 
mentioned in our Community time, was from Moab. This country was a thorn in the side of the 
Jewish people for many, many years. So, how in the world could a forlorn young widow from 
Moab be included in the God story? The very same way you and I are—God’s grace. 
 
QUESTION 

Think of your own backstory (and perhaps family of origin). Which parts of your history 
would make it unlikely for you to be part of the God story? 

 
Read through the verses from 1 Corinthians 15 again, stopping to think about the words and 
phrases that stand out to you. Paul, the author of 1 Corinthians, acknowledged his unworthiness 
when it came to being called an apostle because he had persecuted the church before he met 
Jesus. But Paul didn’t stop with regret, which serves its purpose only when it leads us to 
repentance, then to repair, which brings restoration. After repentance, regret has no further use 
and turns toxic. Let it go. Jesus is a master at turning toxic regret into transforming grace. 
 
QUESTION 

What is your biggest regret? Have you repented of it? If not, now is a great time to do 
so. If you’ve already repented, today is the perfect time to reject regret and embrace 
grace. 
 
 
QUESTION 

How is God’s grace, His special favor, making you what you are now? Take a few 
moments to acknowledge God’s good work of grace in your life to this point—that He’s 
making you into someone with purpose, value, and significance—and that His work in 
you shows results! 
 
 
QUESTION 

None of us can go back and have a do-over, but we can all go forward and have a “do-
differently.” How will you live in that truth this week? 
 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co15.8-10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co15
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Listen on Your Own 

Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask 
God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space 
provided or in your personal journal. 

 

Day 1 

Read 1 Samuel 8:1–20. 

Look back over Listen in Community and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection 
Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too. 
 
QUESTION 

What do you sense God is saying to you about being set apart? 

 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 2 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26–31. 

In our Community time this week, we looked at how God wants us to be set apart for Him and 
His purposes. When we hear the word “holy,” which is a biblical term, it’s easy to be intimidated 
since we tend to think of holiness in terms of moral perfection or absolute goodness. For most of 
us, that seems out of reach. Although holiness does lead to living a life devoted to God and 
making morally righteous choices (because His indwelling presence empowers us to make those 
choices), holiness starts with God, not us. Being holy or sanctified means He chooses us, and we 
are set apart to God for a special purpose. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa8.1-20
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co1.26-31
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QUESTION 

In 1 Corinthians 1:30, who is it that makes us holy? 
 
 
QUESTION 

What does this verse say that God makes Christ to be for us, for our benefit? 
 
 

Listen on Your Own 

Day 3 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18. 

One of the things that stands out in the account of Israel asking for a king is the way Samuel 
immediately turned to God before he responded to the elders. What an example to us today as 
we face the complexities of life, relationship conflicts, health challenges, and the stress that 
comes from living in a world where bad news gushes into our heads and hearts with each day’s 
headlines! 

While He was on earth, Jesus, too, showed us how continuous communication with the Father 
was a non-negotiable part of His daily life. Today, Jesus is still ready to teach us to pray, and the 
Holy Spirit is still available to empower us to pray. 
 
QUESTION 

What do you think it means to “never stop praying,” as 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Do you find it harder to pray when things are going well or when things are difficult? 
Why do you think that’s the case? 
 
 
QUESTION 

What is one thing you can do to make continuous prayer a priority in your life? 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co1.30
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Th5.16-18
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Th5.17
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Listen on Your Own 

Day 4 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 

While it’s much more heartwarming and enjoyable to focus on the encouraging verses and stories 
of the Bible (of which there are many), we neglect the cautionary passages at our own peril. It’s 
a loving thing to warn someone about potential danger. Only somebody who doesn’t care would 
allow another person to walk into a hazardous situation without saying anything. Through 
Samuel, God warned Israel of the dangers of wanting to be just like the other nations and of 
having a king. They didn’t listen and, as a result, suffered the consequences (although God 
redeemed many of those outcomes because of His goodness and grace). How much better to 
listen now than to pay a huge price of heartache and loss later! 
 
QUESTION 

What are the four things we are asked to do in 1 Thessalonians 5:14? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Which of those four things do you find easiest to do? 
 
 
QUESTION 

Which of those four things seems most daunting to you? 

 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Th5.14
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Th5.14
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Listen on Your Own 

Day 5 

Read John 12:43; 15:18–21; Galatians 1:10. 

When Samuel was confronted by the elders of Israel, it was a hard conversation. They told him 
he was old. They brought up the failures of his sons. After all his years of service and self-sacrifice 
on behalf of his people, it must have been a huge blow to hear these demeaning words. Rejection. 
All of us have faced it at one time or another and it always stings. 
 
QUESTION 

When Samuel was facing the criticism of the elders in 1 Samuel 8, if he had been a 
people-pleaser, it would’ve been easier for him to bow to their demands without giving 
God’s words of warning. Read Galatians 1:10 and John 12:43 again. What can we learn 
from those verses, even when potential rejection is on the line? 
 
 
QUESTION 

In John 15:18–21, Jesus took the surprise element out of rejection. What are the things 
He told us to remember in these verses? How will it help us to remember those things? 
 
 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn12.43
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn15.18-21
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ga1.10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Sa8
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ga1.10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn12.43
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn15.18-21
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