
HIS † STORY
Of Faithfulness

Nehemiah: A story of God’s faithfulness.



Backstory to Nehemiah
How the story of Nehemiah points us to a greater hope.

The Bible begins in a garden where mankind was perfectly fulfilled, walking with 
God… but that’s not the world we live in today. People chose to rebel against 
God’s design and define good and evil on their own terms, separating us from 
the God who loves us. As people began building cities apart from God, the 
world began to spiral into chaos. But God promised that He would dwell with 
His people in peace once again. 

So God chose to show His love through a people, the Israelites, and make them 
a light to the world. They were to show the world what it could look like to live 
with God. The heart of this nation was Jerusalem, with the center of community 
life swirling around the temple where God’s presence dwelled with His people. 
But history repeated itself; the Israelites chose to rule their own way and they 
reaped the consequences. God allowed Babylon to overthrow Israel. Jerusalem 
was burned to the ground, God’s temple was destroyed and many of the people 
were led to Babylon as slaves.

While Israel failed to keep their promises, God kept His promise to make his 
people a light in a dark world. From the Hebrew people He would bring one 
who could save us from our greatest enemy, sin, and set us free by restoring us to 
our right-relationship with the God who loves us.

For the promise to be fulfilled, the Jewish people had to be restored. So God 
brought a remnant back to Israel to re-establish worship in the temple and 
rebuild a city of justice and mercy. Nehemiah, one of the Jews in Babylonian 
captivity, left his place in the emperor’s palace to give his life for the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem. He wanted to make a home for his people who were longing for a 
better life. Despite their incredible efforts, we see Nehemiah and God’s people 
fall short of achieving the heavenly city they longed for. The One who could fully 

restore peace was yet to come.

The story of Nehemiah points us to Jesus as the 
true and greater Nehemiah. Jesus is building a 
people, rather than a place, where God dwells. 
By reconciling us to God through His death and 
resurrection, Jesus begins the building of a new 
community, known as the Church. 
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The Leaders of the Return
Nehemiah – A man of incredible character, generosity and faith. 
Nehemiah was a high ranking official in the Persian empire who left 
the palace to rebuild his homeland and the spiritual life of his people. 
Nehemiah led the 3rd wave of refugees returning home from their 
captivity, where he focused on the infrastructure of the capital city, 
restoring the community’s faith and protecting the marginalized. 
Nehemiah poured out his life in service to the people he governed in 
hopes of being remembered by the God who loves him.

Ezra – A teacher of God’s word, who was known for devoting his life 
to studying the scriptures, teaching, and living with integrity. Ezra 
led the 2nd wave of refugees returning home from their captivity in 
Babylon, about 14 years before Nehemiah. Ezra gave his life to helping 
his people recenter their lives on worshiping God. 

Zerubbabel – A courageous leader who led the 1st wave of refugees 
returning home from their captivity in Babylon, nearly 100 years 
before Nehemiah. Zerubbabel became governor of Judah and rallied 
God’s people to rebuild the temple that had been destroyed by King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Religious Leaders
The Prophets: Haggai, Malachi and Zechariah – They are the three 
main prophets during the return from captivity. They encouraged God’s 
people to hold on to faith, be true to their families and live lives of 
justice & mercy. These prophets call us not to fear, because God has not 
left us, his Spirit remains with us.

 Eliashib – The high priest- the head honcho religious leader in the 
days of Nehemiah. Eliashib failed the integrity test, prioritizing his 
networking and politics at the expense of God’s people. He was a leader 
who sided with Israel’s enemies, all while leading in the temple. In the 
end, he is publicly rebuked as a hypocrite.

The Levites – A levite is a priestly role in ancient Jewish culture that 
had elements of health care, pastor, small group leader and security. 
Throughout Nehemiah, the Levites show huge hearts to protect the 
community from violence, comfort the distressed and to help people 
understand God’s word.

CHARACTERS OF NEHEMIAH
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The Opposition
Sanballat – A networker, a man of local political influence who uses 
flattery, bribes, slander, threats and violence to keep his position at the 
center of power at the expense of God’s people. 

Tobiah – Sidekick to Sanballat. A violent political leader who 
intertwined himself with the religious influencers to gain power in the 
region. Tobiah moved into the Temple, directly disrupting the ability of 
the Levites to pastor the people. 

The Persian Kings
Nebuchadnezzar – The infamous king of Babylon who sacked 
Jerusalem in 588 BC and carried off many of the Israelites to exile in 
Babylon. 

Cyrus – King of Persia, who captured Babylon in 539 BC and declared 
the Jews free to return to their homeland.

Darius – King of Persia shortly after Cyrus. This is the same king who 
loved Daniel and waited up anxiously all night while Daniel was in the 
Lion’s den. Darius upheld Cyrus’s decree for the Jews to rebuild the 
Temple and called for the Persian empire to fund the project.

Artaxerxes – “King of Kings” was his nickname. He ruled much of 
the known world. Nehemiah worked closely with Artaxerxes in the 
throne room. Artaxerxes’ dad was Xerxes - the famous Persian King 
who married Queen Esther. Artaxerxes allowed Nehemiah to go back 
to Jerusalem with a caravan full of supplies and the goal of rebuilding a 
city centered around the worship of God.
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WORLD HISTORY

RETURN TO 
THE HOMELAND

 586 
Nebuchadnezzar
takes Jerusalem. 
Solomon’s Temple 
is destroyed.

580 Nebuchadnezzar
builds Hanging Towers of Babylon.

536 Work on 
Temple begins.

516 Temple 
completed.

458 Ezra 2nd 
return of exiles. 

Ezra 7-10.

550 Confucius is 
teaching Chinese 
philosophy.

539 Cyrus captures 
Babylon. Sends Jews 

home. Ezra 1:1-4.

538 Zerubbabel 
1st return of exiles. 
Ezra 1-6.

520-500 Books of Haggei, 
Malachi & Zechariah - the last 
Old Testament prophets.

483-471 Esther 
Queen of Persia. 
Married to Xerxes.

500 World population 
is 100M. Only 15M in 
western hemisphere.

508 Democracy 
is established in 
Athens.

432 Nehemiah goes back to 
Babylon. Nehemiah 13:6.

444 Wall complete. Nehemiah 6:15.

444 Nehemiah 3rd return of 
Exiles. Nehemiah 2:11.

444 Nehemiah talks to Artaxerxes 
in his 20th. Nehemiah ch. 1 & 2.

423 Socrates is 
a celebrity in 
Athens.

424 Buddha 
preaches first 
sermon.

430 Nehemiah returns 
to Jerusalem. Nehemiah 
13:6.

334BC Alexander 
the Great conquers 
Persians, bringing 
Greek to the world.
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