
Exciting Work in Papua 
Greetings to each of you, 

     As we mentioned in out last letter, there has been a 
teaching from Genesis to Christ going on in a village in 
Papua.  Below are some excerpts from an article that MAF 
put out written by Natalie Holsten. 
  The Dem people, one of many isolated tribes in the 
 range of mountains that traverses the island of New 
 Guinea, were living in spiritual darkness. They did not 
 have the Bible in their own language. They lived in 
 bondage to beliefs about spirits, fearing them and 
 attempting to appease them. “We have seen the 
 Holy Spirit change the entire demeanor of some of 
 our friends who have lived in fear their whole lives and now have put their faith in Christ and  
 have hope,” shared Jeremiah, one of the expatriate Christian workers serving in Bina. 

 He, along with his family and three other families, moved as a team into Bina in 2013 to reach  
 the people with the good news of Jesus Christ. Because of the ruggedness of the terrain, the  
 only way in or out of the area is by foot or airplane. 

 MAF has assisted these families and the Dem people from the beginning of their ministry there, 
 bringing in building supplies, food, and the families themselves. 
 “It’s been a privilege to be working alongside of the team there in Bina,” MAF Papua program 
 director Mike Brown said. “It has been over eight years getting to this point, and MAF has been 
 part of supporting them all along.” 

 For the families who moved in to work with the Dem, the process of church planting is a long  
 haul, a “marathon, not a sprint,” one of them related. Step one was to master the 
 language, while also absorbing the culture. As the team learned enough language, they 
 translated portions of scripture, checking them with Dem language helpers for clarity and 
 accuracy. They also held literacy classes to teach the Dem to read and write in their heart 
 language.  
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Hundreds of Dem have showed up for the teachings.  
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Prayer 

• Would 
appreciate 
prayers for 
more regular 
work for 
Cindee 

• Pray hearts 
would be 
changed by the 
gospel in the 
areas we serve 

• The gospel 
has been 
shared to the 
Dem people 

Praise 

Last month the Safety/Quality Department was busy with travel.  Jonathan attended 
a safety audit course in Colorado the middle of May.  Three of the Safety/Quality 
team were in Indonesia doing a safety/quality audit on our programs in Kalimantan 
and Papua. They do regular audits on all our programs. 

Cindee has been filling in when needed at the front desk at MAF.  She really enjoys 
being able to help out and be around new families and furloughing families as they 
come through headquarters. 

We are so grateful for each of you! 

 

Blessings, 

Jonathan and Cindee Raney 

 This whole process took eight years, until the day arrived when they could 
 begin a chronological teaching of 70 lessons that cover “creation to Christ.” 
 The teaching would take three and a half months, starting in Genesis and 
 concluding with the ascension of Christ and the early church.  

 After the teaching on Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, Angie said her 
 friend Joragal left after the lesson but showed up at their house several hours 
 later, “just beaming and telling us how she believed Jesus suffered and died 
 for her to save her. She would go from tears over remembering what Jesus 
 suffered to big smiles saying, ‘He led me here to hear this talk and He saved 
 me! I’m just so happy!’”  

We are so excited for what God is doing in the lives of the Dem!  Each of you that 
pray and have supported us along the way have enable MAF to be the hands and feet 
to bring help, hope and healing to these dear Dem people.  One day, we will 
celebrate together around our Lord’s big table.  Thank you! 

If you would like to read more about the Dem story here is the link. 
The Birth of Christ in the Dem Land, May 12, 2021 
https://hub.maf.org/location/country/indonesia/the-light-begins-to-break-through 
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