July 5, 2026

Prelude      	
Mighty is Our God (arr. Lloyd Larson)
Your Name (arr. Larry Shackley)
God of Our Fathers/Faith of Our Fathers (arr. O.D. Hall, Jr.)
If I had a Hammer (by Lee Hays & Pete Seeger)
Let Freedom Ring/My Country ’tis of Thee (arr. Tom Fettke)
  
Welcome and Congregational Life
 
Time of Silence and Ringing of the Gathering Bell 
 
*Call to Worship 	
We gather today in the shadow of history, marking two hundred and fifty years of our nation's story.
 
We give thanks for the ideals of liberty, and we honor those who have labored to make equality a reality.
 
Yet, long before borders were drawn or documents were signed, the Creator breathed life into the world.
 
A thousand ages in God’s sight are like an evening gone. Our ultimate allegiance belongs to the Sovereign Lord.
 
From the shores of Puget Sound, we come seeking the welfare of our city and our country, yet we look toward a Kingdom not of this world.
 
We look to the One who fashioned every person in the Imago Dei, calling us to love our neighbors as ourselves.
 
Come, let us not boast in earthly power, but boast in the Lord who brings justice to the oppressed.
 
Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream!
 
Siblings in Christ, let us worship the eternal God.
 
Let us worship God together!
  
*Song of Praise		Our God of Help in Ages Past
  
Call to Confession 		       
 








Prayer of Confession 
Let us pray together.
 
God of all nations and Lord of all history, We give thanks for the blessings of liberty and the profound freedoms we enjoy. Yet, we confess the times we have confused our love of country with our worship of You. We have wrapped the cross in the flag and sought earthly power rather than Your Kingdom of peace.
Forgive us, Lord, when we celebrate equality in word, but fail to practice it in deed. We confess that we often ignore the cries of the marginalized, tolerating systemic injustice and turning a blind eye to those who do not look, vote, or pray like us. We have forgotten that every human being is fearfully and wonderfully made in Your image.
Cure us of our pride. Break down the walls that divide us. Remind us that Your love knows no borders. Give us the courage to repent, the grace to heal, and the wisdom to build a community where justice rolls down like waters. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our true and sovereign Lord. Amen.
 
(A brief moment of silent, personal confession)
 
 Assurance of Forgiveness
Siblings in Christ, hear the good news of the Gospel: God’s grace is deeper than our deepest divisions, and God’s mercy outlasts all empires and ages. In Christ, we are not defined by the brokenness of our history, but by the promise of our redemption.
You are a new creation. You are forgiven, loved, and freed—not to live for yourselves, but to be agents of healing and justice right here on Whidbey Island and beyond.
Believe the good news! 
 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
  
*Gloria Patri
 
*Passing of the Peace 
 
*Song of Reconciliation 	       	This is My Song
   
Scripture Reading 			 Amos 5:21-24, 1 Peter 2:11-12, 15-17
 
Message 	         			City on a Hill
 
*Hymn of Affirmation 	       	Lift  Every Voice and Sing  
 










*Affirmation of Faith		A Brief Statement of Faith 1982 (selections)	
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!" With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
  
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer
 
Expressions of Gratitude and Faith Through Our Offerings
 
Offertory 			Go Light Your World (arr. Bruce Greer)
				Duet with Jennifer Palmer and Amber Porter   
 
*Doxology
	
*Sending Song         		O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
 
*Charge 
We are the Body of Christ: Serving our community with the good news of Jesus Christ and the transforming love of God the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit.
 
*Ringing of the Sending Bell
 
*Benediction

*Final Chorus		My Country ‘Tis of Thee (Stanza 4) 
  
Postlude     		    	God Bless America 
 

