DECEMBER 28, 2025

Prelude	Piano Duet: Teri Ramsey & Luana Kim
He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child, arr. Ijames & Ream
O Holy Night, arr. Rob Roy Peery
Good King Wenceslas, arr. Joel Raney
Greensleeves, arr. Joel Raney
Mary’s Lullaby, arr. Larry Shackley
Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow, arr. Mark Hayes		
At the Manger, by William J. Kirkpatrick				

Welcome and Congregational Life
 
Time of Silence and Ringing of the Gathering Bell 
 
Call to Worship 		Psalm 96 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
Sing to the Lord all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name; 
Tell the good news of salvation from day to day. 
Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; The world, and those who live in it. 
Let the whole creation sing for joy At the presence of God, who is coming. 
God is coming indeed, to judge the earth with righteousness, and the peoples with equity and truth. Praise the Lord! 
 
*Song of Praise   	 Once in Royal David’s City (vs. 1,2,4)	  #140
 
Bidding Prayer	    	
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the babe lying in a manger. 
 
Therefore, let us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood within the church he came to build, and especially in this, our own community. 
 
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: (The Lord’s Prayer)
 
First Lesson			Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation.
 
*Carol 	        Watchman, Tell Us of the Night	  	#97
 
Second Lesson		Genesis 22:15-18
God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed.
 
*Carol	    	  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1,6)	           #88
 
Third Lesson		Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah.
 
Carol	     	It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vs.1,5)	 	#123
 
Fourth Lesson		Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9
The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation.
 
Choir Anthem	
	Of the Father’s Love Begotten, arr. Trevor Manor
 
Fifth Lesson			Luke 1:26-35, 38
An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child.
 
*Carol 	 	Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 		#119
 
Sixth Lesson			Luke 2:1, 3-7
Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives birth to her child.

Carol				Away in a Manger	  		#114
 
Seventh Lesson		Luke 2:8-16
Angels appear to shepherds in the field and announce the birth of the Messiah.
 
*Carol	 		Angels We Have Heard on High	 	  #113
 
Eighth Lesson		Matthew 2:1-12
Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah and offer gifts to the baby Jesus.
 
Choir Anthem       Star of Bethlehem, by Rick Vale & Karla Worley
Soloists: Sue Riney & Susie Thompson
 



*Affirmation of Faith	(based on John 1:14) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him.  
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
*Closing Carol	     	   Joy to the World			  #134
 
*Ringing of the Sending Bell
 
*Benediction
 
Postlude	    Go Tell It On The Mountain, arr. Mark Hayes
 

