
Questions & Answers for GO!  
WEEK 1: JAN 20-26

GET TO KNOW YOU QUESTIONS.  
(15-20 min)
(Choose at least two questions.)
1. Share about a time when you tried out or auditioned 

for something, like a spot on an athletic team, or a chair in the band/orchestra, or a 
part for a play, etc.  What was the result?  Did you make it or not?  What did you 
learn through that experience?

2. Share about a time in life when you dropped out of something.  What happened?  
What did you learn about yourself in the process.

3. Share about a time in life when you persevered through something difficult - even 
when you wanted to quit.  What helped you finish strong?

QUESTIONS FOR WEEK 1:  (30-45 min)
1. What were some highlights and/or questions you had from the sermon on 

Sunday?  Share your notes, and encourage others to share theirs.  Modeling 
transparency in sharing your answers will in turn prompt that in others.

2. What was the big idea you heard from v. 16?  Norm answer: The first part of 
going on mission with Jesus is not being a drop out.  Also, the eleven (minus Judas) 
DID obey and go where Jesus told them to (from Jerusalem to Galilee, 
approximately a distance of 79 miles).  This would require more than just a 
whimsical attitude to go.  It required packing up and making a journey that, by foot, 
would have taken approximately four days.  At this point in Matthew’s gospel, they 
had not seen Jesus yet.  But they went by faith from the testimony of the two Marys 
who had been met by Jesus on the way back from the tomb (Matt 28:9)

3. In what ways can we be like Judas? A biblical concordance can be helpful to look 
up all the references of Judas to put together a composite characterization of him.  
John 12:4 says Judas had been intending to betray Jesus.  We see his true colors 
begin to surface in John 12:6.  He was not concerned for the poor.  Judas was a 
thief, pilfering from the disciples treasury box. Judas eventually sold Jesus out for 
thirty pieces of silver.  About the dangers of the love of money, see also 1 Timothy 
6:9-10.  How can you see Paul’s warning here in Timothy true in Judas’ life?  He 
was tempted and fell into a snare.  It cost him his life.  He wandered away from the 
faith.  Judas, according to Matthew 26:47-50, betrayed the Lord to His captors 
feigning love and giving a kiss.  How wicked!   Judas felt remorse for what he had 
done, but it was not a true godly sorrow, for he ended up hanging himself.  Mark 
14:10 says Judas sought out the chief priests to betray Jesus after the woman 
(possibly Mary from John 12) anointed His feet with expensive perfume.  Luke 22:3 
and John 13:27 tells us that Satan entered into Judas to carry out the betrayal.  
Jesus knew full well this would happen in advance (John 13:18-30).                    



Having a distracted heart - see the parable of the soils in Mark 4:18-19 - we can 
become like Judas.  A divided heart can choke out the power of the word of God with 
things like worries of the world, deceitfulness of riches, and desires for other things.  
How do these things distract us from the mission of Jesus?  They vie for priority in 
our lives.  They compete for the Lord’s attention.  They require our mental and 
emotional and physical energy and investment and time.  Worry is a life-stealer, 
stealing our joy.  The antidote to worry is prayer.  (Phil 4:6-7)  Riches are deceitful 
because they do not endure past this life.  They are only a test of our faithfulness 
(Luke 16:10-12).  Other things compete for the Lord’s affection.  No one can serve 
two masters.  (Matt 6:24 and 1 John 2:15-17)  

4. How can we strive not to become a Judas?  Matt 6:33 says to seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all the other things we need shall be added to 
us.  We must prioritize God’s Kingdom first!  God’s character in our lives first!  Then, 
all the things we need for daily life - food, clothing, etc. He will supply.  See also 
Proverbs 3:5-6 and Eccl 4:9-12.  Biblical community can help us when we stumble 
and fall.  In Hebrews 3: 13, we learn we need others believers in our lives daily to 
encourage us to defeat sin daily!  We must keep meeting together regularly, as in 
worship and small group (Hebrews 10:24-25).  Interestingly enough, Judas had 
biblical community.  He hung out with Jesus!  But he was not transparent.  He was 
not authentic.  He did not share with others his hesitations or stumblings.  Had he 
done so, maybe the others could have talked some sense into him.  Proverbs 12:15 
says the way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to 
counsel.  Memorizing and meditating upon God’s word can also help us resist 
temptation and hold fast to God  (Matt. 4:4, Psalm 119:9,11) 

5. If God isn’t looking for perfection, what is he looking for?  Our obedience and 
availability.  See Luke 5:1-11.  Simon Peter had worked hard all night and caught 
nothing - typical of our own efforts.  Yet, he consented to the Lord’s request and 
went back out in the water to let down his nets for a catch… and what a catch!  
There were so many fish, he had to call his partners because the nets were starting 
to break and the boats were starting to sink!  What a difference when we trust and 
obey God!  All Peter had to physically offer Jesus was the boat and nets.  He was 
just a fisherman not a theologian or scribe.  But in reality, Peter offered Jesus his 
obedience and trust.  Hebrews 11:6 says God is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  
He rewards faith.  Jesus was pleased with Peter’s humility and promoted him to 
become a fisher of men.  And when they arrived at shore, they left it all to follow 
after Him.  On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being no faith to obey and 10 being all 
faith to obey, how would you rate your obedience / availability to the Lord’s 
work?  Discuss ways you could try to raise it by one number during this 
series.  (For example, commit to some kind of mission experience this year, local, 
national, or international; identify those around you who are far from God and begin 
praying for them by name regularly; learn how to share you faith by taking Share 
Jesus without Fear or our Growth Track Multiply class, etc.)

6. What is the difference between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial?



Judas’ Betrayal Peter’s Denial

Judas betrayed the Lord but never returned.  He felt remorse over what he had done 
to Jesus, but he did not return back to the community of disciples repentant.  
Instead, tragically he ended his own life.  See Matthew 27:3-5.  Peter, however, 
denied knowing the Lord, but he did not end his life.  He, too, felt remorse over what 
he had done and wept bitterly.  Judas’ betrayal, however was planned.  It was with 
forethought and malice to get what he wanted at the expense of Jesus.  Peter’s 
denial, although foretold by Jesus, came upon him suddenly.  Peter publicly declared 
his love for Jesus in the upper room that he never intended to turn away from the 
Lord.  Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  But He is willing to forgive us 
- and even pursues us, but we must be repentant and come back to Him.  Judas 
isolated himself… and eventually hung himself.  Isolation from community is a 
dangerous thing.  Peter went back to fishing with his buddies.  He was not alone.  
Jesus knew Peter’s faith would be tested, but He prayed for Peter’s faith to return!  
Perhaps, it was Peter’s openly expressed love for Jesus time and again that moved 
Jesus to pray for Peter.  Judas always seems quiet and silent and foreboding in the 
Scriptures.  He is not transparent with others.  We do not see any example of the 
Lord interceding for him directly.  Luke 24:34 says Jesus even appeared to Simon 
(Peter) personally.  Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 15:5.  Cephas is another 
name for Peter.  Jesus personally restored Peter.  In the end, Judas’ remorse did not 
prompt any redemptive action.  It ended in death (2 Corinthians 7:9-10), whereas 
Peter’s sadness did not end up isolating him from others… and ultimately from the 
Lord.  He responded to the Lord’s reconciliation with him and repented with action 
and led to a commission to be involved in doing the things Jesus did (John 
21:15-17).  

7. So, you’ve seen and heard what Jesus can do and has done from the Gospels.  
What’s your next step?  (see some possible answers from question #5 above.  
Think practical and specific answers.  Think Crawl, Walk, Run.  Baby steps.  Don’t 
try and run, if you’ve not ever crawled yet.  Explore what ‘crawl, walk, run’ steps 
might be for you.  Who can help you get there?)

For example,
• Crawl - to walk my neighborhood to see and meet my neighbors.
• Walk - to prayer walk my neighborhood regularly, pray weekly for my neighbors, 

go serve my neighbor with a project around his house, etc.
• Run - invite my neighbor over for pizza or a grill-out, invite my neighbor to church 

or my small group, etc.

Use the people in your group to help you become accountable to take your next 
step.  We would recommend same-gender accountability and prayer partners.  You 
could update each other weekly at group and pray for one another in prayer time.

8. Do you have what it takes? Are you committed? Are you all-in? Do you have 
the most basic skill of a disciple: are you available to serve at the Lord’s 



pleasure?  Listen and share to one another.  End with a prayer time committing 
yourself to trust and follow Jesus.


