
Sermon-Based Leader Helps
GO!  Week 6: FEB 24 - MAR 2, 2019
Matthew 28:19-20

GET TO KNOW YOU QUESTIONS.
1. Name some groups, clubs, teams, etc. you have belonged to 

over the years.  
2. What was the path to belonging officially?  Try-outs, initiation, 

hazing, dues, membership class, etc.
3. Do you think there is a difference between intelligence and maturity?  Explain your 

answer.  
STUDY QUESTIONS.
4. What highlights or questions did you have from the sermon?
5. What is the big idea(s) from the focal verse/passage in this session?  Making 

disciples is the main command, but the going, the baptizing, and the teaching 
convey important aspects of how we make disciples.  Going is the missional aspect.  
We have to physically leave our surroundings and go out into the world to connect 
with people.  Baptizing is the relational aspect by which a new believer identifies 
with Christ and other believers who have already been baptized.  Belonging to a 
local body of Christ, or church, in membership is for baptized believers.  Teaching is 
the learning aspect of discipleship.  However, teaching is not the end; obedience 
is… to all Jesus commanded us.  (see also John 14:15 and Luke 6:46)  Lastly, we 
have the promise of Jesus that He goes with us.  He is with us always.  This should 
give us tremendous encouragement that we are never sent out alone.  He is always 
with us, no matter what we face or walk through.

6. Why should new believers be baptized?  New believers should be willing to be 
baptized for at least three reasons: 1) Jesus clearly commanded it in verse 19; 2) 
When we are baptized, we identify with Him.  Jesus Himself was baptized.  Though 
He had no sin nature, He was baptized to identify with sinful man.  In baptism, we 
identify with Him; and 3) Baptism is a beautiful, symbolic picture of the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ.  Being completely immersed under the water is a picture 
of us dying to our old self and sin.  Being raised up out of the water is a picture of 
resurrection.  Because He has been raised, we will be, too.  We have died to our old 
master, sin, and have been raised up to walk in a new life with Jesus as our Master 
(see Romans 6:1-4).  Make sure to emphasize that water baptism does not save 
anyone.  It is not a means to salvation; it is outward symbol of an inward change/
transaction that has already taken place by personal repentance of sin and faith in 
Christ.  It is the wedding ring of a Christian.  Baptism communicates to others that I 
belong to Jesus now.

7. What is the goal of teaching new disciples?  Disciples, by definition, are learners 
and pupils.  Jesus taught His disciples many things, yet the continued goal for 
learning must always lead to greater levels of trust and obedience.  Disciples are 
those who follow, keep, and obey the commands of their Teacher and Master, 



Jesus.  What is the danger of learning apart from obedience?  (Ask several 
different members to look up the following verses: 

• 1 Corinthians 8:1 - Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Knowledge without 
application can make one proud and arrogant.  

• Matt 7:15-24 - Not everyone who calls Jesus ‘Lord’ is truly a believer.  Religious 
activity is no guarantee of conversion.  It is possible to have an intellectual knowledge 
of Jesus but not know or be known by Him, trusting Him as our Savior and Lord.  The 
will of the Father is to trust in Him and know Him as our Savior and Lord (John 6:40).  
Yet to know Him means that we will obey His commands and bear good fruit 
(Matthew 7:17). 

• Luke 6:46-49 - Jesus equated our confession of Him as Lord with our willingness to 
obey Him.  Obeying Jesus and following His commands gives us a stability through 
the storms of life that just hearing only cannot do.  Hearing apart from obeying leads 
to wrecked lives. 

• James 1:22-24 - Hearing without obedience leads to no permanent transformation.  
It’s like the man who looks in the mirror and walking away, forgets what he saw.  
Richard Whately said, “As the flower is before the fruit, so is faith before good works.”  
Faith in Christ is the root that will bring forth good fruit.  Disciples by their obedience 
will demonstrate a transformed life, the life of Christ within them.

8. What should believers do when we fail to keep the Lord’s commands? What 
do 1 John 1:9 and Proverbs 28:13 teach us?  We should confess and turn from 
our sin.  The Lord is more than willing to forgive us - if we agree with Him that our 
disobedience was wrong.  Confession means to agree with or say the same thing 
God says about my sin - that it is part of the reason that Jesus had to die.  However, 
just agreeing with God about our sin but making no plans to change short-circuits 
the process.  Forsaking our folly and sin lets God know we are serious to trust and 
obey Him.  True repentance from disobedience should bring a change in our lives.  If 
we have truly repented from sin and placed our faith in Christ, then in our times of 
disobedience, God does not disown us as His children.  We may find ourselves 
subject to the discipline and correction of God as His children (Hebrew 12:4-11).  He 
corrects us so that we will endure.  Disobedience breaks the fellowship we have with 
the Father, not our sonship - just like when our kids disobey us; we don’t disown 
them.  The Spirit has sealed us as His children unto the day of redemption 
(Ephesians 1:13-14).  Confession and repentance are the path to forgiveness and 
renewed fellowship with Jesus again.

9. What is the significance - as it relates to making disciples - that Jesus reminds 
them at the end, “I am with you until the end of the age?”  We don’t do this 
alone.  Jesus is with us.  All His power and authority go with us because He goes 
with us.  He won’t lead us into failure because it is His mission.  HE is going to bring 
it to pass.  We may have setbacks, but He is with us to the end.  This statement 
should provide some important reassurance and comfort for us when the going gets 
hard.  He has not abandoned us. (read Joshua 1:9, Hebrews 13:5) He will be with 
us to help us finish the mission of making disciples.  



10. Are you tired as it relates to making disciples?  What would it mean for you to 
let Him once again do the heavy lifting?  When did you start trying to lift the 
heavy stuff?  What areas of making disciples do you need to let go of and 
surrender and let Jesus pick up?  Listen for folks to share and then pray together, 
surrendering these to the Lord.  Here’s a thought, let God be God and you be you!


