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Matthew 28:19

GET TO KNOW YOU QUESTIONS.
1. Who taught you a special skill and/or hobby that you still utilize or 

enjoy today?  (e.g., how to make an apple pie, swing a golf club, 
clean your guns, fish, detail your car, budget your money, set up 
a tent, etc.)  How did he/she teach you?  How long did it take 
before you could do it yourself?  

2. Could you teach someone else how to do it?  If so, who?

Matthew 28:19 - “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations…”    

STUDY QUESTIONS.
3. What was the big idea from the verse in this session?  Christians have received 

an imperative command from the Lord Jesus Himself, who has all authority as God 
the Son in heaven and on earth to command and empower it, that we should be 
making disciples wherever we go!

4. Since Jesus’ command is to make disciples, how would you define what a 
disciple is?   A disciple is simply a pupil or learner of someone else; have someone 
look up Luke 6:40 and read: “A pupil (or disciple) is not above his teacher; and 
everyone having been fully trained will be like his teacher.”  Additional background 
info: In Judaism, the teacher-disciple relationship was a sacred one, unlike any 
teacher-student relationship we experience in our culture.  Disciples regarded their 
teachers with more honor than their birth father because while fathers brought their 
children into this world, the rabbi or teacher would lead their pupil into the afterlife.  
The teacher-disciple relationship encompassed both a master-servant as well as a 
father-son relationship.  

5. In the first century, the Jewish culture of discipleship encompassed four main 
tasks: 
• 1) to memorize their teacher’s words (learning was primarily passed down orally, 

not by scrolls or books); 
• 2) to learn their teacher’s traditions and interpretations (how they prayed, fasted, 

gave - see Matthew 6:1-18 etc.); 
• 3) to imitate their teacher’s actions to be just like him; and 
• 4) to raise up disciples (the student becomes the teacher to a new generation of 

disciples).  
This is how Jesus’ disciples understood what it meant to make a disciple.  

How does modern-day discipleship in the church compare with or differ from a 
first-century understanding?  In which of these four areas are you 
succeeding / lacking?



6. How did Jesus make disciples?  Jesus’ pattern involved at least four steps:
1. Scan Mark 5:1-20.  What was Jesus doing?  His disciples?  Jesus ministered 

while His disciples observed.
2. Scan John 6:1-13.  What was Jesus doing?  His disciples?  How did the roles 

shift?  Jesus ministered while His disciples assisted. 
3. Scan Mark 9:14-29.  What was Jesus doing?  His disciples?  How did the roles 

shift?  The disciples ministered while Jesus assisted.
4. Scan Luke 10:1-17.  What was Jesus doing?  His disciples?  How did the roles 

shift?  The disciples ministered while Jesus observed.
How does this method compare to modern discipleship?  This pattern involves 
more time than 1 or 2 hours a week together just listening to or observing a teacher.  
It involves doing as much as learning.  The brain does not tend to store passive 
learning.  It is experience-dependent.  What step might you find yourself in?  As 
the HOST, share vulnerably where you are at.  Honest sharing prompts sharing.  
How could this method impact the way you do your small group?  A series on 
GO! might mean actually making time to GO out into your community, neighborhood, 
park, etc. regularly to observe and assist your leader in sharing the gospel until you 
can do it and teach someone else to do it.  A series on prayer might mean you make 
time to pray during group or outside of group as much as you ‘learn’ about it.  A 
series on ministry might mean making time to go with your leader to visit the sick in 
the hospital, assist with a funeral, care for a widow’s house, etc.  There could be a 
time for meeting together to learn but then follow that up with putting it into 
practice… even before we tackle another topic.  Do you agree or disagree?  

7. What role does community play in making disciples?   Read Mark 1:16-20, 
Luke 8:1-3, and Acts 20:3-5.  Jesus called two sets of brothers to come follow Him.  
He had the twelve.  He also had special times with James, John, and Peter.  Paul 
had many disciples he was training and pouring into.  Discipleship by necessity 
involves relationships.  It’s within the context of relationships that we learn to live out 
and practice the ‘one-anothers’ of Scripture (e.g., love one another, pray for one 
another, bear with one another, encourage one another, forgive one another, serve 
one another, preach the gospel, etc.) both within the church and out into the world.  
How can you engage others to enter the discipleship community?  Invite family 
and friends in the community, or other people at church on Sunday into your small 
group.  Capitalize on the relationships you already have in small group. Sub-group 
by gender in your small group to invest in 3-5 others for accountability and personal 
growth.  Discuss how you could learn from each other and what this could look like.

8. Read 2 Timothy 2:2: “The things which you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.”  Who is a ‘Paul’ to you now?  Who are you a ‘Timothy’ to 
now?  Where can you find a ‘Paul’ and ‘Timothy’ in your life?  Capitalize on the 
relationships you already have in small group. Sub-group by gender in your small 
group to invest in 3-5 others for accountability and personal growth.  Discuss how 
you could learn from each other and what this could look like.



9. How far or to what extent was this command given?  to all nations or peoples.  
The word nations is the root word from which we get our word ethnicity.  More than 
just geo-political boundaries, this word essentially means people-groups that share 
a similar culture.  How does Acts 1:8 complement this teaching?  We are to be 
His witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.  The key to fulfilling this mission is found in being empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.

10. Share some practical ways you can be involved in making disciples of all 
peoples in your local, regional, national, and global spheres.  Local involvement 
could include ministry to the homeless, jail ministry, SRC fair & God-mobile, helping 
Jared & Tammy in East Milton, assisting a sister church called The Point get started, 
OneLove.  Regional/National efforts could include mission trips to Marianna, 
Chipley, Panama City for recovery, to West Palm Beach to help Family Church West 
reach the lost in South Florida.  Global efforts could be to go to the DR or 
Guatemala this year or next, adopt and pray for an unreached people group at the 
joshuaproject.net, giving regularly to our church, which passes on a portion of our 
receipts to fund missionaries nationally and internationally, or as a college student, 
spend a summer or a semester as a missionary nationally or internationally.

http://joshuaproject.net

