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Acts 17:16–34
In a weird way it is kind of like Paul got dropped off in Athens to do battle with Satan one 
on one. Of course, in Christ we are never alone, and he does the heavy lifting. But 
Athens was filled with so many gods they even came up with an Unknown God in case 
they were worshiping the wrong one. What a mess! —- What would you have done if 
you were Paul?

Read verse 16-34 and answer the discussion questions below:
Who did Paul go to first? How did that pan out?
 He first went to the Jews and God-fearing Gentiles at the synagogue, and we can infer 
that nothing was happening because he moved on to the market place. He engaged the 
community. 
Who did he go to after that? While in the market place he encountered some of the 
philosophy crowd which got him an invite to speak at the Areopagus, as they wanted to 
hear his strange teaching (he was trying to tell them about Jesus and the resurrection). 

Notice how he keeps moving. How does he prepare to reach this diverse culture with 
the Gospel? by observing and reflecting on their culture (Acts 17:16). He learned what 
to say and what not to say. He learned by leading with the resurrection that he lost his 
audience right away. So he had to study the culture and rethink his method.
How did he address them? He addressed them on their own turf at the Areopagus 
(Acts 17:19, 22). He spoke with respect. He quoted  a couple of their poets. Since they 
were obviously all about gods, he started with the God of Creation on his way to Jesus.
How did he establish common ground? beginning with what was familiar and 
meaningful to them (Acts 17:22–23a, 28). He related to them.
How do we “earn the right” to share the Gospel with someone? Be respectful. Don’t talk 
“down” to them. Yet, speak the truth with confidence.
Why was it important for Paul to start with God as Creator before he got to the 
resurrection story with this group? He had learned from conversations with the locals 
that when he talked about Jesus and the resurrection, they thought he was calling the 
“resurrection” another deity. Also he bridged to a description of God as the Creator and 
sustainer of life, distinguishing Him from the pagan idols that the Athenians worshiped 
(Acts 17:23b–29).
What does it mean that he challenged them to repentance? What role does repentance 
play in salvation? He told them that judgment was coming, and that Jesus would be the 
judge; and assurance to that fact was the resurrection. — Thus he told them that they 
needed to repent from their ways and turn to Jesus. Repentance is essential to 
salvation. We don’t just say a prayer and all is good. We need to turn in our heart, first, 
and the rest will come around.
List the three responses to his message at the Areopagus. Discuss the significance of 
each. 
  Result:
      •       Some mocked (Acts 17:32). People will laugh and sneer to your face and 
behind your back. Don’t worry about it. They’re rejecting Jesus, not you. Pray because 



even some of these can make the turnaround. Their first response isn’t hopefully their 
last response
      •       Some wanted to hear more (Acts 17:32). Oftentimes people need to genuinely 
hear a few more times. Pray for these. They may have some tough background to 
overcome. On the downside, if they aren’t genuinely seeking, procrastination can be a 
deadly tool used by Satan.
      •       Some believed (Acts 17:34). Amen. Disciple these new believers. It has only 
just begun.
How can we transition a conversation to the Gospel?

Read Ecclesiastes 3:11; Romans 1:18-20; 1 Cor.1:18-25.How do these passages jive 
with Paul’s Athenian encounter?
  
Describe the six different types of witnessing below. In what setting could you see each 
one being useful? Which is preferable to you? 

    1. Confrontational- (Acts 2) Repent and be baptized, save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.

    2. Intellectual- (Acts 17) Paul debated with the philosophers on Mars Hill to convince 
them.

    3. Testimonial- (John 9) One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!

    4. Relational- (Mark 5) Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you.

    5. Invitational- (John 4) The Samaritan woman at the well begged the people of the 
city to come and hear Jesus for themselves.

    6. Serving- (Acts 9) Dorcas impacted her city by doing deeds of kindness. 

Don't ever think you're a second class Christian because you don't proclaim Christ like 
Peter or Paul. Use what works for you. Then get out of your chair and use it, for the 
Glory of God. Live by faith, not fear!!!—-

According to Ephesians 4:18 why is God unknown to some?
eph.4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of 

God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;

<> Truth: ignorance is due to the hardness of your heart. You want to go your own way. 
What is the answer to such ignorance? Repentance

What did the passage teach you about God, people, yourself?

What is God telling me to obey from this passage?




