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Acts 17:1-15

Why was it Paul's "custom" (Acts 17:2) to go to the Jews first?
They were the ones to whom "the Scriptures" (Acts 17:2), which prophesied about 
Christ, had been given. Therefore, they should have been the first to recognize Jesus 
as Christ, whom they had been awaiting for so long, when Paul declared, "This Jesus 
whom I preach to you is the Christ" (Acts 17:3).

Where in the Scriptures - the Old Testament in this case - is Jesus prophesied?
All over, including entire chapters dedicated to Him in Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. Compare 
the prophecies in them with the details of their fulfillment in John 19.
Why didn’t the Jews at the synagogue know this about Jesus?
*The common people probably didn't read it. They were read to by the rabbis, and they 
did not grasp the concept of the Messiah coming as a Suffering Servant (Isa.53), even 
after Jesus came and testified of such.

Is it normal for some people to get upset by the preaching of God's word?
John 6: 60-66, Mark 6:1-6 

Who were the "evil men from the marketplace" (Acts 17:5) taken by the unbelieving 
Jews?
Thugs to incite "a mob" (Acts 17:5) and "set all the city in an uproar" (Acts 17:5).

What did the people mean when they said "These who have turned the world upside 
down".? 

How can we turn the world upside down?

What is peculiar about their claim that Paul is "acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar" 
(Acts 17:7)?
Jews suddenly caring about someone supposedly being anti-Caesar, granted that they 
may have been trying to capitalize on Caesar Claudius' decree against Jews after the 
Jewish Zealots' riot in Rome at about this time.

What was the real reason for their accusation?
They were "envious" (Acts 17:5) of Paul and his ministry. 

How insulting is their accusation that Paul and those with him had "turned the world 
upside down" (Acts 17:6)?
Spiritually, it's a compliment. When Jesus commissioned, "Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15), He was giving an order to invade 
the enemy (Satan's) territory with the Gospel. Paul and company had indeed turned 
Satan's turf into a spiritual battlefield, and turned it upside down.

So, did the unbelieving Jews and their thugs succeed?



Yes, in spreading the Gospel even farther, this time to "Berea" (Acts 17:10), located 
west of Thessalonica.

What happened to the new Christians in Thessalonica?
They became a faithful church: "Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks to God always for you 
all, making mention of you in our prayers, remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God 
and Father, knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. For our Gospel did not 
come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much 
assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. And you 
became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with 
joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who 
believe. For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do 
not need to say anything" (1 Thessalonians 1:1-8).

What good qualities can you see in the Thessalonians?
Acts 17:11

How can we imitate these qualities?
1 Timothy 4: 11-16, 2 Timothy 3:16-17

What happened to those who studied the Word?
Acts 17: 12

What steps did satan take to attack them and how did this affect Paul?
Acts 17:13-15

What type of Christian will face persecution?
2 Timothy 3: 10-14 

As we finish do you have any highlights or questions from the sermon on this?

What did you like about the passage?

What did you not understand about the passage?

What did the passage teach you about God?

What did the passage teach you about people?

What did the passage teach you about yourself?

What is God telling me to obey from this passage?



What is God telling me to share to someone from this passage?


