
Grace Won CPR Study Guide 8.25.19 
Acts 15:1–19

Read Acts 15:1
1. People have been getting saved in Antioch. What is the problem?  These men from 

Jerusalem saw all these Gentiles getting saved and they were not being 
circumcised. They thought (through faulty Pharisaical teaching) that these new 
believers had to become Jews first (reason for circumcision) and then Christians. 
These men did love Jesus, they just couldn’t shake loose of the old law.

2.  Where did these “some men” come from? They came from Jerusalem, which means 
they went to the church at Jerusalem, which means we can all have so faulty 
learning/teaching in our churches if we are not careful. We do discover later that 
they were not authorized by the church to do this. In fact, as we will see, the church 
leaders did not teach or believe this. Why did they travel that far to interrupt what 
was going on?  Indeed they were passionate about their belief. Maybe they were in 
town and thought they would swing by the church and thought they better straighten 
things out.

3.  Describe what a Judaizer believed. They were Jewish believers in Jesus who still 
clung to the law. (circumcision, keeping the law, etc. like a good Jew would do) 
Jesus plus works.  How did this contradict the Gospel?  “Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you shall be saved. For with the heart man believes and with the man 
confession is made unto salvation.” What is the difference between Christianity and 
every other religion?  Christianity is about a relationship with Jesus Christ. We 
wouldn’t even call it a religion. All the religions of the world have 3, 7, 10 things that 
you do to get right with God or reach some kind of place of peace/nirvana, etc. “For 
by grace are you saved through faith in Jesus.”

4.  How did Paul and Barnabas handle the dissension?  They went to these guys’ home 
church (Jerusalem) to talk with their leaders. They wanted to nip it quick. They didn’t 
talk about it out in the community (social media).  Read Acts 15:3,7,12,14,17,19 and 
change out the word “Gentile” for “all nations.” What does that do for you? Compare 
that to Matthew 28:19. What is happening?  It’s happening! Christ is reaching the 
nations with the Gospel! He sent them. They went. And it is happening. These Jews 
were trying to put demands on the Gentiles coming to the Lord. What do those 
verses (above) have to say about that?  Gentiles were already coming to the Lord. 
Nothing they wanted to add could stop the work of God. 

5.  There is no distinction in LOST people. The suffix on your last name or the color of 
your skin, the language you speak does not matter to God. How do you feel about 
this? What is our biggest problem? What can be done about it? How does the Law 
help? Sin is our biggest problem. Jesus is the only answer. He paid the price on the 
cross, because the Law had its chance and could not do anything about it. It could 
be said that the Council at Jerusalem (in Acts 15) was where grace and works 



collided. But how would you describe it after studying it?  It is where it all came 
together. Grace won. 

6.  Describe the role of the following men and any significance of them being part of it:

• Paul and Barnabas- they simply gave testimony that God was working amongst the 
Jews already. Paul and Barnabas were trusted individuals who had offered their 
lives for the Gospel. 

• The man from the Pharisees- he revealed the issue was about still wanting to cling to 
the old law even though it had been fulfilled by Jesus. He wanted Jesus but 
couldn’t let loose of the law.

• Peter (Simeon as James called him)- as Paul was the missionary to the Gentiles, 
Peter was the missionary to the Jews. He would be someone a law-leaning guy 
would listen to. Peter shared how God had sent him to the Gentiles (Cornelius) 
and even told him in a vision that the Gospel was sent to them as well. In fact, the 
Holy Spirit showing up at Cornelius’ house was the testimony of God to this. —-
nothing further to argue. Everyone got silent, and Paul and Barnabas finished 
telling the great things God was doing among the Gentiles.

• James- the half-brother of Jesus and leader of the church at Jerusalem. You can read 
the book of James and see that it was important to him that works were shown by 
those who believed Jesus…not for salvation, but proving feet went with faith. He 
tied in how the Old Testament prophets had said over and over that the Gentiles 
would be saved.

7.  Read James 2:14-26 and Ephesians 2:8-10.  How do works and grace come 
together? Can they?  In Romans 3:28 Paul concludes that we are justified (made 
right with God, declared righteous by God) by FAITH alone. Also in Romans he gives 
the great example of Gen.15:6 where God himself declared Abraham right (justified) 
with him by his faith. He had done nothing to earn this. It was unmerited favor which 
Paul expounds on in Ephesians 2:8-9. For by grace are you saved through faith and 
that not of yourselves it is a gift of God lest any many would boast.—-But Paul adds 
to that—-and James would heartily agree: “For we are his workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in advance for us to do.”—-
James wants to make sure disciples are not abusing grace. The theme runs rampant 
through his letter. Indeed, he does believe that we are saved by grace through 
faith…WE ARE ALL SAVED THE SAME WAY… but he says, “I’ll show my faith by 
my works.” Our good works (which God planned for us to do) will testify to men that 
we are right with God. We are NOT saved by these works, Jesus did the saving work 
on the cross, but a true believer will put feet to faith.— These were no doubt two of 
the right guys to have at the conference!

8.  How do verses like Gen.22:18; 26:4; 26:4; 28:14; Isa.49:6; 55:5-7 leave no doubt 
that God always had a plan for the Gentiles?  The Old Testament prophets agreed 
as James said.



9.  What are some doctrinal issues that people get hung up on today? How should they 
be handled? Which ones really matter?  You may have various answers, but the 
ones that matter most are the ones concerning salvation. Go to the Bible for 
answers! They are there.  How was grace upon grace upon grace exhibited in this 
passage?  Paul and Barnabas exhibited grace in how they handled the situation. 
The former Pharisee did exhibit grace in the end. He didn’t keep arguing. The Jews 
backed off at demanding circumcision of the Gentiles (here at least) and the Gentiles 
were encouraged not to rub their freedoms (eating bacon, etc.) in the face of the 
Jews that still had a problem with it. 

10. Respond to our key thought from the message: Who would have thought that for a 
book called Acts, the greatest point of contention, the potential for the greatest 
divide, would come over the word “grace?” Why is grace such a problem? Your 
answers.


