
Sermon-Based LeaderHelps- August 18, 2019 
Text: Acts 14 

1. Have you ever been mocked or ridiculed for being a Christian?  If so, how?  What did you do next?  If you’ve 
never been mocked or ridiculed, imagine it happening.  How would you (hope to) respond? 

2. When have you persevered through something difficult.  How did you persevere?  What helped? 

3. On a scale of 1-10, how bold would you rate yourself in sharing Christ with others? 

4. At Iconium, what resistance developed to Paul and Barnabas’ preaching and teaching?  The Jews who 
disbelieved stirred up the Gentiles against the believers.  Despite miracles being done by the hand of Paul and 
Barnabas, the city remained divided.  A plot was discovered to ambush Paul and Barnabas; they were forced to flee 
the city.  What could you do to share the gospel more boldly?  Some practical suggestions might be: learn a 
gospel presentation; find a mentor; go out and share the gospel in a neighborhood or in the God-mobile; pray 
BEFORE and as you share; remember the gospel really IS good news: God paid our sin debt in full and has forgiven 
us because of Jesus’ sacrifice.  We can be forgiven and have peace with God, no matter what we have done.  This IS 
good news that deserves to be shared. 

5. What does this resistance to the gospel - despite miracles being done confirming their message -teach us?  
Not everyone will believe, even when God has given them every reason TO believe.  Nonetheless, we are to remain 
faithful in our witness and commitment to Jesus.  Secondly, as these two men fled to another area, we can learn that 
there comes a time to move on.  We can and probably ought to move on to more ‘fertile’ hearts.  There ARE people 
who will respond.  We just have to be willing to go TO them.   

6. What happened in Lystra that prompted Paul and Barnabas to be worshipped?   Paul healed a man who was 
lame.  The crowds interpreted this sign as the pagan gods, Zeus and Hermes, coming down in the form of men.  The 
priest of Zeus attempted to offer sacrifices to them along with the crowds.  How did they handle it?  What 
resulted? They protested by tearing their outer garments and declaring that they were of the same nature as them, 
human.  Proceeding to declare that God wanted them to turn from idols to a living and true God, they restrained the 
crowd from offering sacrifices to them.  In so doing, they demonstrated humility of character; there was nothing in 
them worthy of worship; and they proved faithful to the gospel message.  Yet, Jews from Antioch and Iconium came 



and stirred up the crowd to stone Paul.  Even - maybe even especially - among faithful witnessing, opposition to the 
gospel can develop. 

7. What do verses 21-22 teach us about our faith?  Disciples NEED to be strengthened and encouraged to continue 
in the faith.  If you’re living for Jesus ‘out-loud,’ expect some resistance.  “Through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God.”  Yet, we are not to back down or cower, we must continue or remain in the faith!  Is this an 
isolated incidence or is this to be the norm for Christian living - even today?  What Scriptures can you 
reference to support your view?  A strong biblical case can be made for resistance, suffering, and opposition 
following bold sharing of the gospel.  Look up and discuss these verses, time permitting: 2 Corinthians 1:8-11; 4:8-11; 
Galatians 1:6-10; 1 Thess 2:1-2, 14-16; 3:3-5; 2 Timothy 1:6-8; 2:1-3; 3:10-14; 4:1-5; Hebrews 11:32-40; Revelation 
6:9-11; 12:11; 14:12-13.   

8. How did 14:23 help carry out the exhortation of 14:22?  Verse 23 says that Paul and Barnabas helped to appoint 
elders in each church, after praying and fasting.  Elders, literally older men, were men known for their wisdom and 
were thus appointed for their leadership and care over the local church (same word as in 1 Timothy 5:17, James 5:13, 
1 Peter 5:2-4) Elders were often synonymous with the office of overseer (Titus 1:5-7) The elders could also be tasked 
with teaching and preaching.  Paul and Barnabas knew the church would need qualified leaders (see 1 Tim 3:1-7; 
Titus 1:5-9) in their (apostolic) absence to help lead them steadfastly in the true teaching of the gospel.  God gives 
godly leaders to the church to guard sound doctrine (2 Tim 1:13-14), lead and care for the church, and be worthy 
examples to follow.  According to Hebrews 13:7, 17 and Acts 20:28-31, how are we to relate to our elders of the 
church?  Obey them and submit to their leadership, since they keep watch over our souls and will give an accounting 
for their leadership and teaching (James 3:1) to God.  God gives godly leaders to us to help us stay faithful to Him.   

9. Are you experiencing any opposition to your faith presently?  Answers will vary.  If so, how? Listen and 
encourage.  If not, what might that be revealing?  It could mean - not always - that we are compromising and 
blending in to be too much like the world.  Being lukewarm is not what God wants from His church.  See Revelation 
3:15-16.  Ask yourself, have I compromised?  (see also 1 John 2:15-16 and James 4:4)  What practical things can 
we do to ‘continue in the faith’ amid tribulation and persecution against the gospel?  Here are a few but not 
exhaustive biblical suggestions: 1) Stay committed to community with other believers.  See Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Acts 
2:42; Hebrews 10:24-25;  2) Stay in the Word of God - 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 3:17-18; 3) Resist the enemy with the 
Word of God - 1 Peter 5:8-9; Matthew 4:4; and 4) pray!  Matthew 26:41, James 5:13, 1 Peter 4:7 



10. When they returned to the church of Antioch which had sent them out, what did they do?  They reported all 
things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles!  Why is such reporting 
back to those who sent them a good practice for those being sent out?  It helps the sending church see God’s 
work, God’s power, God’s glory, God’s purpose being fulfilled.  God can also use this to reveal the need for more 
workers yet to be sent.  (Matt 9:37-38; John 17:18)  Lastly, it lets the sending church how their sending resources 
were utilized to fulfill the mission.


