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What was the big idea you got from the sermon this week? highlights? questions?

What was something you noticed right away going from Old Testament to the New in 
the reading?—- Something like feeling a breath of fresh air.

What passage of Scripture or key verse(s) jumped out to you as the Holy Spirit spoke to 
you through your personal time of reading?

How did God speak to you this week? What did he say? How could you apply it?

From our reading passages this week apply the following questions:

What do we learn about God?

What do we learn about people?

Is there a sin to avoid?

Is there a promise to claim?

Is there an example to follow?

Is there a command to obey?

What actions step will you take from what you read and learned this week?

Name some of the differences between the four Gospels. What’s the purpose of four 
different vantage points?

The Gospels record Christ's ministry to the four groups of people then and now in the 
world. The Jews who loved the Scriptures and the prophecies of God. They would only 
listen to one of their own. So Matthew speaks to the Jews and the very religious of our 
day. Next is the Gospel of Mark: Mark spoke to the Romans. These were the leaders 
and leadership and action impressed them. Jesus is on the go—- healing, casting out 
demons, performing miracles, moving from place to place, and teaching. As soon as 
one episode ends, another begins. The Romans knew nothing of Scriptures but 
everything of power. So the action-packed ministry of Christ spoke their language. Mark 
uses the word and almost 1400 times to tie together the endless actions of Christ. The 
Romans, like business people today, would listen to a leader that could get stuff done.
Luke was a Greek speaking to the Greeks. The Greeks loved culture, beauty and ideas. 
Happiness could be found in the pursuit of truth. Luke fills his book with insights, 
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interviews, songs, and details that fascinate the inquiring mind. So today the truth 
seekers find Jesus in Luke!
John wrote to whosoever, everyone! Because everyone needs to meet God and only 
Jesus can reveal Him. In this book we meet an absolutely powerful God in human flesh 
who controls and rules the Universe He created. So the best known verse is the best of 
all offer that God loves all and offers all - His Son as their only hope!

—- It’s like looking at the same car wreck from 4 different spots. God didn’t want us to 
miss anything about Jesus’ incarnation, death, burial and resurrection.

In the first eleven verses of Mark, how was Jesus identified and who did so?

Within the first eleven verses of Mark Jesus is identified by four different witnesses.
Mark said that Jesus is the Son of God. —1:1
The prophets said that Jesus is Lord. —-1:2-3
John the Baptist said of Jesus: After me comes he who is mightier than I.—1:7-8
God the Father said of Jesus: “You are my beloved Son.”- 1:10-11
Consider this, a lot of the Jews came out and were baptized by John, but few ended up 
following Jesus. What do you think about that? Relate to today.

Your thoughts. It’s like they wanted to get right, but weren’t willing to go “all-in” with 
Jesus. —People want what Jesus has to offer, but they don’t want him. — As Tony 
Evans puts it, “They wanted the blessing, but not the Blessor.” A real follower doesn’t 
just get wet or give lip service. They will be faithful to the end.

Aside from eating locust, what were some good examples John the Baptist gave the 
follower of Christ?

1. GENUINE HUMILITY  - true humility is not putting ourselves down but lifting others 
up. <pz> John's life was totally geared towards lifting up the person of Christ (Mk 1:7-8). 
"He must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30).
2. BURNING CONVICTIONS  - an opinion is something we hold, a conviction is 
something which holds us. We may argue our opinions, but we must be willing to die for 
our convictions. John's convictions about sin, righteousness, and judgment ultimately 
cost him his freedom and life (Mk 1:14). Should he have given in to save his life?
3. TRANSPARENT SINCERITY-  The crowds saw something in John that was 
noticeably absent in the religious leaders of the day - utter sincerity or authenticity. 
People want to see you live what you say you believe. —that’s being real. “He was the 
burning and shining lamp" (John 5:35). At every turn he denounced hypocrisy and 
shallow commitment, and used his life to call attention to the person and work of Christ.
4. DAUNTLESS COURAGE - John simply preached the truth no matter the cost to him. 
It was never warped by seeking the praise of men. When confronted by Herod, John's 
message never deviated - "It is not lawful for you to have her (his brother's wife)" (Matt 
14:4).
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5. Mission Focused - John had one job, and he was committed to that. He was sent to 
prepare the way for Jesus. He preached about turning from sin and he pointed to Jesus; 
and he let the chips fall where they may. And it cost him his life.
After just taking a peek at the New Testament, how do you know that God loves you?

Got questions? Be sure to submit them to inittoliveit2020@gmail.com.
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