
Sermon-based questions and answers - August 11, 2019 
Text:	 	 	 	 	 	 Revelation 
2:8-11 

Get to know you: 
1. Share about a meaningful reward you received.  What 

made it so special?  

2. Share about a past struggle you experienced.  What 
helped you persevere through? 

3. Do you agree or disagree that it’s OK to be motivated 
by rewards in your service for Christ?  Defend your 
answer. 

4. In what ways does our culture compare and/or 
contrast to the first-century culture surrounding the 
city of Smyrna? 

5. How would Jesus’ self-proclaimed title in verse 8 be 
meaningful to the believers in Smyrna?  How is it 
meaningful or relevant to you? 
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6. How does anyone truly know the sufferings of 
another?  In what ways does Jesus?  In what ways 
can we?  What are practical ways to help bear one 
another’s burdens? 

7. Fear is a primal emotion.  It can paralyze us.  How can 
you face down fear? 

8. Look up the verses surrounding the four types of 
crowns in the NT.  How can they motivate you and I to 
be faithful - even unto death? 

a) the crown of exultation - (1 Thess 2:20)  
b) crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) 
c) the crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) 
d) But the crown of life (Rev 2:10; James 

1:12) 

9. What promise did the Lord give to this church if they 
would persevere?  What promise does He give to us?  
See Revelation 20:6 

10. Who is someone you know presently enduring 
suffering?  Discuss some practical ways you might as 
a group be able to encourage them. 
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