
Sermon-based questions and answers - August 11, 2019 
Text: Revelation 2:8-11 

Get to know you: 
1. Share about a meaningful reward you received.  What 

made it so special?  

2. Share about a past struggle you experienced.  What 
helped you persevere through? 

3. Do you agree or disagree that it’s OK to be motivated 
by rewards in your service for Christ?  Defend your 
answer. 

Answers will vary.  Regardless of your answer to this 
question, rewards offered for faithful service are biblical.  
See below.  God, who examines the heart, can judge 
motives and choose to reward or not.  Matthew 25:26; 
Acts 8:13, 18-20; Phil. 1:14-19; 

• Matthew describes a master rewards faithful service 

in the parable of the talents.  “Well done, good and 
faithful slave.  You were faithful with a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things.”  Matthew 25:


• The apostle Paul spoke of reward for believers at the 
judgment seat of Christ:  “If any man’s work which he 
has built on the foundation of Jesus Christ remains, he 
will receive a reward.  If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so 
as through fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:13-15)


• The writer of Hebrews informs us that God is a 
Rewarder of those who seek Him (Heb 11:6).  


• In the context of suffering, James reminds faithful 
believers they can expect a crown of life.  Jas. 1:12


• The apostle Peter spoke of an unfading crown of 
glory being awarded to faithful elders in the church (1 
Peter 5:4).  


• John in the Revelation mentions the twenty-four 
elders in the throne room of heaven casting their 
crowns before the throne of God.   Rev. 4:10


• And in the very last chapter of the Bible in Rev 22:12, 
Jesus Himself says, “Behold, I am coming quickly, 
and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 
according to what he has done.”  You and I as 
believers can expect a reward for faithful service from 
our Lord. 

4. In what ways does our culture compare and/or 
contrast to the first-century culture surrounding the 
city of Smyrna?  Here is some “fuel” to get you 
started: 

Compare	 	 	 	 	 Contrast 
wealthy	 	 	 levels of persecution different 
exporter of goods	       Smyrna - physical pagan temples	  
cosmopolitan	 	 Emperor worshiped in Smyrna 
beautiful	 	 	 chief exports different 
heathen culture 
pagan / false worship 

5. How would Jesus’ self-proclaimed title in verse 8 be 
meaningful to the believers in Smyrna?  How is it 
meaningful or relevant to you?   These believers were 
being persecuted in various ways: economic 
persecution, poverty; falsely accused; and jail. Some 
would even end up being martyred.  Jesus as the One 



who was dead but now has come to life would give 
encouragement to those facing death.  Answers to 
the second part will vary. 

6. How does anyone truly know the sufferings of 
another?  In what ways does Jesus know His people’s 
sufferings?  In what ways can we?  What are practical 
ways to help bear one another’s burdens?   Strictly 
speaking, we cannot enter into another person’s 
consciousness to know experientially how they are 
feeling; however, suffering similar circumstances 
brings a camaraderie and connection that someone 
who has not suffered similarly cannot know.  Jesus is 
our great High Priest (Heb 4:14-16).  He has been 
tempted in all things as we are.  He can sympathize 
with our weaknesses.  Jesus knows tribulation; He 
was betrayed, mocked, falsely accused and 
condemned, scourged, crucified, misunderstood, etc.  
He knows poverty; he had no place to lay his head.  
He traveled itinerantly and stayed with others and 
ministered from those who supported him.  In our 
common human experience, we can share the hurts, 
pains, and losses of others, such as illness, disease, 
rejection, death, loneliness, divorce, betrayal, etc.  2 
Cor 1:3-6 informs us that we can use the comfort we 
receive from God in our trials to help comfort others 
and encourage them to keep persevering.  Practical 
ways to help can include (but not be limited to): 
listening; physically assisting; financial assistance; 
prayer; letters, notes of encouragement; babysitting; 
spending time; bringing meals; just showing up… 

7. Fear is a primal emotion.  It can paralyze us.  How can 
you face down fear?  We can face down fear by 
focusing on the right things: Jesus (Matt 14: 29-30) 
and His example of suffering and perseverance (Heb 
12:1-3); God’s promises found in the Scriptures  
(Romans 15:4-5). 

8. Look up the verses surrounding the four types of 
crowns in the NT.  How can they motivate you and I to 
be faithful - even unto death? 

a) the crown of exultation - (1 Thess 2:20)  - this 
crown could help encourage us to keep 
investing in others - even when it gets hard (1 
Thess 3:1-8)


b) the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) - Paul 
would earn this crown for finishing faithfully 
his race in this life; we could look to his 
example to encourage our own.  This was 
Paul’s last letter before dying in Rome; he 
knew beyond the grave there was a crown 
awaiting him.


c) the crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) - for leaders 
and elders of the church who do their work 
faithfully: shepherding God’s people 
voluntarily, not for gain, eagerly with a good 
example.


d) the crown of life (Rev 2:10; James 1:12) - 
awarded to those who persevere under 
distress because of their love for Jesus. 



9. What promise did the Lord give to this church if they 
would persevere?  they would not be hurt by the 
second death  What promise does He give to us? See 
Revelation 20:6.  Believers are raised to life and will 
rule with Christ during the millennial reign.  They will 
be priests of God and of Christ!  We who are in Christ 
do not have to fear the Great White Throne judgment 
and the lake of fire, the second death.   

10. Who is someone you know presently enduring 
suffering?  Discuss some practical ways you might as 
a group be able to encourage them.  Take some time 
to discuss this as a group and take the practical 
challenge.   


