
“Close One Door” CPR Study Guide July 28, 2019
Scripture: Acts 12

1. Explain your understanding of Romans 1:16. Where’s the power? Why the Jew first? When did things take 
off for reaching the Greek (Gentile)? The power is in the Gospel. This message has the power to change 
lives. The Gospel moves people from hell to heaven. It changes their destiny. The Gospel was taken to the 
Jew first, because God’s purpose was to have them pass the Gospel on to the Gentiles. Isaiah 49:6- they 
were to be a light to the Gentiles. After chapter 12 the Gospel really goes out to the Gentiles as Antioch will 
send missionaries. But up to this point in our study it’s not really happening much.

2. Describe the ways and means God used to reach the Jewish people with the Gospel? the rest of the world? 
God used the OT prophets/writings to reach the Jewish people. And these people were to go and reach the 
rest of the world. God uses the disciples of Jesus to reach all nations today. His process is one of 
multiplication as disciples make disciples. —-It’s a solid plan when people do their part.

3. Summarize Acts 12:1-5. What all happened? What was the significance of these events on the church? 
Herod was on the warpath. He had James killed and Peter arrested with his death planned as well. The 
church gathers to pray and intercedes for Peter that way (the only alternative they had). The church was 
threatened once again as two of the famous 3 were arrested (one executed). But the church rallies to prayer.

4. The church had enjoyed a time of peace and favor even among the Jews. Why was the persecution 
renewed by the Jews and Herod? (a lot of different things came into play)  They could have been stirred up 
by Saul and Barnabas coming to town with news about Gentiles coming to faith in Antioch. —- God was 
working graciously through the church and many were coming to faith in Christ…jealousy was always on the 
menu. As far as Herod was concerned, he wanted to gain political favor with the religious Jews and 
persecuting, even killing Christians always did the job. —- It was the perfect storm.

5. What were Saul and Barnabas doing in town? How did Saul manage to stay out of the limelight? They were 
bringing the (money) love offering from the Antioch Church (majority Gentile) to help the Jews financially due 
to famine relief.

6. What was the natural rift between the Orthodox Jews and the disciples of Jesus?  The former followed the 
Old Covenant and the latter the New Covenant. So they weren’t going to ever really get along.

7. What does the world like about Christianity? The love and good deeds. What does the world hate about 
Christianity? The message of the Gospel. Get right or get left. The Holy Spirit conviction of a sin-sick soul. 
What is to be our reaction to the world as disciples of Jesus? We have to love on them and preach Jesus to 
them in hope of their salvation. *We were once there! Thank God for those who kept on loving us. Thank 
God for his mercy and grace.

8. Verses 6-18 deal with the jail-break. Describe the scene, your thoughts and the most significant things that 
stand out to you. Your answers. The thing that stands out to me is how they prayed and God answered once 
again. Picking a lock ain’t no thing to God. Knocking a couple soldiers out for “night-night” isn’t hard for an 
angel. One has to come to terms with why James was allowed to be killed, but Peter was rescued.

9. What is Acts 12 really about? Consider how it sits between chapters 11 and 13 and what was going on. The 
purpose of Acts 12 is to confirm Israel’s rejection of the Messiah. In chapter 11 we pretty much have a 
Gentile church being established in spite of the Jews lack of effort to reach out to them. In chapter 13 we’ll 
see the Gentiles sending out missionaries.

10.Give your insight ton verses 20-23. Thoughts on Herod. Thoughts on God. Herod moved on with life. He 
didn’t think twice about those pieces of garbage disciples. He thought it was no big thing killing James. He 
wasn’t worried about Peter. God didn’t forget! God got his vengeance. He is capable of getting vengeance 
now or later.  At this point, what all has been thrown at the church to take it down? List as much as you can. 



Put this in view of Mt.16:18. How do Jesus’ words resonate? the gates of hell will not prevail against the 
church.

11.So what does it mean in this context that when one door closes another is opened?  The Gospel seemed to 
exit Jerusalem into the rest of the world at this point. In fact, we live in the time of the Gentiles. Only 2% of 
Jews believe in Jesus today.  Who is the Gospel closed to today?  To those who are close-minded. The 
Gospel is still open to all. God quit talking to the Jews as a whole, because they weren’t listening.  How 
important is making disciples? It is the #1 thing for the believer. It’s the one thing Jesus commanded. It is 
what carries the Gospel forward to multiplication. How have you taken steps to be discipled or to disciple 
others? your answer

12.If Jesus gave one command before he left, then how high should that be on the priority list of a person that 
claims to be a disciple/follower of Jesus? We should make time, not excuses to make it happen.  Have you 
heard about our new D-Groups? These are groups of 3-4 men or 3-4 women studying the Bible for Life 
Application together, but different than a CPR (relational/mixed) group.  Members challenge each other to 
step up their walk every week and hold one another accountable to things like memorizing Scripture and 
telling others about Jesus and living a holy life. We have just barely started and have at least 5 groups of 
four started up. See Pastor Andy or Norm for more information. What is the purpose of a D-Group? 
Multiplication. We have done a lot of one on one discipleship in the past, but that only adds. We are 
convicted that multiplication is the way to go. Consider how you can make that a priority? What excuses do 
you need to move? What would you expect to gain?


