
Sermon-Based Leader Helps June 9, 2019 
Focus Scripture:    Acts 6:8-7:60 

Introduction Questions 

In America, when one is arrested they are read their Miranda rights, 
including the right to remain silent. Do we as Christians have the right to 
remain silent when delivered up for our faith? What should our response 
be? 

Read Acts 6:8-7:60 

This is a very long passage of scripture. Encourage each of your group 
members to read a portion.  

Understanding The Text 

Who are the primary characters that appear in this text? 

 Stephen- A Hellenistic Jew and one of the original seven appointed 
to attend to the daily distribution of food to the widows.  

 Freedmen, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, those from Cilicia and Asia – 
Jewish synagogues in Jerusalem tended to be divided by provincial, 
social, and cultural lines. The Freedmen were those who had been set 
free from slavery by their masters and perhaps their sons. The others 
had come from different areas of the Diaspora to live in Jerusalem. All 
were Hellenistic Jews.  

When do these events take place? 

 Approximately 31 AD, still within the infancy of the church.  

Where does this passage take place? 

 Jerusalem.  

How would you outline the text? 

I.   6:8-15    The charge against Stephen 



II. 7:1-8      The Jews misunderstood their own spiritual roots 
III.  7:9-36    They rejected their God-sent deliverers 
IV.  7:37-43  They disobeyed their law 
V.  7:44-50  They despised their temple 
VI. 7:51-53  The stubbornly resisted their God and His truth 
VII.  7:54-60  They stone Stephen 

Discussion Questions 

What charges were brought against Stephen? 

 Stephen, as empowered by the Holy Spirit, was teaching and those 
who opposed him could not counter his divinely inspired arguments. They 
choose to misrepresent his teachings and bring him up on charges of 
denigrating Moses, God, the temple, the law, and subverting Jewish 
customs. These charges of blasphemy would be punishable by death.  

What does Luke mean when he says that Stephen had a face like an 
angel? 

 Luke is not trying to say that Stephen had a young or sweet face. 
Our culture tends to think of young or beautiful when we think angel. We 
need to think in terms of a Biblical angel. He is serious and focused on 
declaring the Word of God. His face reflects the glory of God and he 
speaks with the voice of a prophet.  

Acts 7:1-8. Stephen begins his case with Abraham. Where did God first 
reveal Himself? What promises did God make to Abraham? Were they 
fulfilled?  

 First, Stephen makes an important point that God revealed Himself 
to Abraham outside of the Promised Land. God promises a son to a man 
with no children and He promises land to a man with no land. The 
promise of a son was of course fulfilled in Isaac, yet that of land was a 
promise to be fulfilled to his children.  

John Polhill points out, “The real goal of God’s promise to Abraham was 
not the land at all. It was instead the freedom to render true worship 
and devotion to God. Stephen would go on to show that even the temple 



had not realized this purpose. The promise remains yet unfilled. It is 
only fulfilled in Christ.” 

In Acts 7:37, Stephen reminds his audience of what Moses said to the 
Israelites. From Stephen’s address, in what ways did Moses and the 
Prophets point to Jesus? 
 Moses was rejected by the Israelites as seen in verses 27-29, 35, 
and 39. He is also assigned the titles “ruler and redeemer” in verse 35. 
We also see the persecution of the prophets in verse 52, even though 
they announced the Righteous One, who was Christ.  

In verses 38-43, who were Israelites actually rejecting and what is the 
response to their rejection? 

 Moses received the Word of the Lord yet Israel rejects it to create 
an idol. Ultimately, they are rejecting God. This cycle continues until 
God gives them over to their idol worship which leads to their exile in 
Babylon. Although those whom accuse Stephen no longer worship other 
gods, they still reject Him and once again face the danger that God will 
turn away from them.  

The Jews had gotten to the point that the Temple was the central 
element of their worship. How does Stephen address this? 

 Stephen points out that the Temple has almost itself become a 
carved idol. As seen in verse 7, God called His people out of bondage to 
worship Him, with no temple. Even in the wilderness and in the time 
leading up to Solomon, it was in a tent, not a temple, that the people 
approached God. Stephen quotes Isaiah to help them understand that 
even though they made the temple, God made everything.  

Stephen uses the same phrase “made by hands” in verse 41 to describe 
their creation of idols as he does in verse 48 relating to their building of 
the temple. That which is created by man cannot be the fulfillment of 
God’s promise.  

Ultimately, Stephen points out that God can and always has been just 
fine without a holy land and without the temple. God made everything 
and all are in His hands. He cannot be confined to one people, one land, 
or one worship center.  



In previous sermons by Peter, they are typically followed with an 
invitation. How is Stephen’s sermon different? 

 Stephen comes with an indictment, not an invitation. Up to this 
point, he used the term “our fathers” but not separates himself with the 
phrase “your fathers” in verse 51. Those who rejected Moses, 
worshipped idols, and persecuted the prophets are the same as those 
who killed Jesus.  

In what ways does Stephen imitate Christ? 

 Stephen echoes the words and actions of Christ as he faces his 
death. He kneels to pray just as Christ did in Gethsemane. He prays for 
Jesus to receive his spirit, just as Christ asked the same of the Father. 
He even cries out with a loud voice asking for the forgiveness of those 
who would kill him, the same as Christ.  

Personal Application 

Are there institutions or sacred cows in our life that keep us from true 
worship of God? How should we deal with them? 

Jesus promised to gives us the wisdom and words needed when the time 
came. Pray to have the wisdom to know when invite someone to Christ 
and when to confront them with their sin. Pray to have the boldness, as 
Stephen, to say the hard things when necessary. We never know when 
there may be a Saul we address who has a future as a Paul. 


