
Why Wait CPR Study Guide 6.30.19
Acts 8:4-40
What do you think of Luke’s documentary of the humble beginnings of the church thus far? 
What have you learned?
What do you hope to learn?

Two of the seven guys running the widow ministry in Jerusalem turn out to be significant 
players in the early church on the go. Name them and explain what they did and their 
significance.
What was God’s purpose in having Philip leave a flourishing ministry?
What is the significance of Philip meeting the man on the desert road? Tell as many 
implications as you can.
Why was it taking the apostles so long to obey Jesus’ Acts 1:8 commission and head 
out to Samaria?

How many coincidental things happened on the desert road to lead this man to Jesus 
Christ as Savior? Name and describe as many as you can and finish with water on a 
desert road.
Describe the coming and goings of Philip. Where did he go, and where did he end up?

Are there people you don’t want to share the gospel with? Why? Is it an option? Who 
should we share with?

What can we learn from each of these?
Philip the obedient goer. What trait identified him?
Simon the unbelieving believer. How do we know he was not a true believer? What was 
his problem?
What is the Lordship of Christ?
Eunuch genuine seeker. What trait identified him? Why would God have Philip go meet 
him?
Peter and John fruit inspectors. Why were Peter and John called in? Why did God have 
them “administer” the Holy Spirit to these new believers in Samaria? see Eph.4:4-6

The crowds who believed and were baptized. What moved this crowd to belief?

As Christians on the go, what do we talk to the lost world about? (see 1Cor.
1:23;2:2;3:11)
What is the Gospel?

How did Philip show boldness? How can we? 
How can we get this boldness? (Acts 4:31) Who does boldness belong to?

Why did the eunuch want to be baptized? 

How can waiting be used by the devil? 



CPR Study Guide with answers to assist leaders 6.30.19 Why Wait
Acts 8:4-40
What do you think of Luke’s documentary of the humble beginnings of the church thus far? 
What have you learned?
What do you hope to learn?—-These top 3 questions are review and icebreakers.

Two of the seven guys running the widow ministry in Jerusalem turn out to be significant 
players in the early church on the go. Name them and explain what they did and their 
significance.—-Stephen was the first Martyr and Philip is the first missionary. The killing 
of Stephen was the first drop of blood, seed sown for the missionary movement to spiral 
outside of Jerusalem/Judea due to the large outbreak of persecution that ensued. Philip 
(you’ll find out later) is the only one called “the” evangelist in the Bible. He was a regular 
God-fearing person that was simply obedient to the Holy Spirit’s call to go, and to go to 
specific people and places.
What was God’s purpose in having Philip leave a flourishing ministry? Who truly can 
know the mind of God. Maybe God didn’t want him to get fat and happy at his first stop. 
Undoubtedly that is not what God created him for. God in His sovereignty knew about 
the eunuch (everything about him). God knew that he could take the Gospel to Africa, 
and so he did. So, we need to understand that reaching one is sometimes reaching 
many. We all know people that have that way of reaching a whole network of people. At 
church we call them “inviters.” Some are truly gifted at this.
What is the significance of Philip meeting the man on the desert road? Tell as many 
implications as you can.—- (You may list more than I give you here.) First, he was called 
away from a thriving ministry to a desert road. That doesn’t sound too smart. God was 
at work behind the scenes in the salvation of one man and a whole region. Oh and he 
meets a man that just came from Jerusalem where the apostles were. Why didn't God 
use them to reach this guy? God sometimes prefers to use people other than the 
preacher to reach people!
Why was it taking the apostles so long to obey Jesus’ Acts 1:8 commission and head 
out to Samaria?— My thought: the Jews and Samaritans despised one another. The 
feeling was mutual. It’s ironic that there is this wall built on extreme racial tension that 
stands between Jerusalem and getting the gospel to the whole world. It took 
persecution in Jerusalem to make believers go. They had to. If your own people are 
hostile towards you, does it really matter about the folks next door that don’t like you? 
But we see that this extreme wall of racial tension was no match at all for the Gospel. 
The Gospel can go anywhere. The gospel turns enemies into friends.

How many coincidental things happened on the desert road to lead this man to Jesus 
Christ as Savior? Name and describe as many as you can and finish with water on a 
desert road. He had been to Jerusalem to worship. The news about what happened to 
Jesus surely was still circulating as the big story. He had to have questions. He traveled 
likely a month to get there, so he was serious about worship. He was reading the scroll 
of Isaiah looking for answers. He needed help in understanding. And right when he was 
reading Isaiah 53 which is all about Jesus, Philip shows up literally out of no where…
with the answers. And then, are you kidding me, there’s water on a desert road. 
Describe the coming and goings of Philip. Where did he go, and where did he end up?



He goes to Samaria, then the Desert Road, then Azotus and other towns until he ended 
up in Caesarea. (You’ll find him there later in Acts.)

Are there people you don’t want to share the gospel with? Why? Is it an option? Who 
should we share with?—- Pray and consider for the people God puts in front of you. Be 
in tune with God, in case he wants you to meet someone on the “Desert Road.”

What can we learn from each of these?
Philip the obedient goer. What trait identified him?— He just went. Obedience. God did 
gift him on occasion to do miracles. (So it wasn’t just for the apostles!)
Simon the unbelieving believer. How do we know he was not a true believer? What was 
his problem?— We’re told in the passage that he was not a true believer. Philip did not 
know at first, because he baptized him. But the Holy Spirit inspired writer Luke lets us in 
on that little detail in the Scripture passage. He was all about the miracles much like 
some today are all about the health and wealth or blessings that God offers. Many of 
these are not true believers, but only God knows.
What is the Lordship of Christ? This is a good self litmus test of whether one is a true 
believer: it means that Jesus is the boss of you, the lord of your life. You accept Jesus 
as your Lord and Savior. He is not someone you just believe about in your head, but 
rather you follow him obediently in love. 
Eunuch genuine seeker. What trait identified him? Why would God have Philip go meet 
him? He was a genuine worshiper of God that needed to be exposed to the Gospel. He 
was open to the truth. Once explained, he understood who was prophesied about in 
Isaiah 53. God sent Philip to catch him on the way out of town in his contemplation. God 
then had this man share the Gospel in his country. *If we lead folks to Christ that are 
headed somewhere else (military, foreigner), we have just participated in multiplication 
by creating a missionary naturally. So it makes sense (economical and efficiently) that 
God would send Philip from a thriving ministry to reach this one, because he would 
reach so many more and expand the Gospel presentation.
Peter and John fruit inspectors. Why were Peter and John called in? Why did God have 
them “administer” the Holy Spirit to these new believers in Samaria? see Eph.4:4-6
It turns out that for now God has Peter and John centrally located so they can be 
located by those that need their wisdom. God wanted them to know these new believers 
were for real. By the way, it may have been humbling to them to see that God could 
work through others. However, the big thing was to unite the church. There is one 
church whether it is in Jerusalem, Samaria or the ends of the earth (as we’ll see later). 
Peter and John were not needed to place the Holy Spirit upon them. It was so everyone 
was on the same page. 
The crowds who believed and were baptized. What moved this crowd to belief?
They were open to the truth. They genuinely paid attention. The signs and miracles 
were helpful. Jesus himself said on an occasion, (para) “Look, even if you don’t believe 
me, believe because of the miracles.”— Once we’ve heard enough (in that moment) it is 
the right time to believe. Delay gives way to the devil to steal it away. 
As Christians on the go, what do we talk to the lost world about? (see 1Cor.
1:23;2:2;3:11) Christ and him crucified and resurrected. Not faith in faith or religion.



What is the Gospel? Basic: the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus for salvation for 
all who will confess that they are sinners in need of a Savior, repent of those sins, and 
accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. We are saved by his grace through faith, not 
good works. The works we do are out of love for him.

How did Philip show boldness? How can we? He went right away wherever without 
asking questions. Just go. Pray for others (their salvation). And talk to people about 
Jesus as the Lord leads. We should always be looking for the open door, the 
opportunity. 
How can we get this boldness? (Acts 4:31) Who does boldness belong to?
Pray. Boldness belongs to the spirit-filled believer.
Why did the eunuch want to be baptized? 
Because he had accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and he saw this as a next 
step conveying publicly that he was now a follower of Jesus.
How can waiting be used by the devil? 
Putting off what we know God wants us to do, whether that is believing in Jesus or 
going to tell someone about Jesus is as bad as not doing it. We’re not promised the 
next minute, so that moment is very important. If it’s going, God may have set up the 
meeting and he needs us to go. If it is believing, the devil will try to distract us until we 
die. 

EXTRA NOTES FOR LEADERS:

Concerning Acts 817 and the apostles laying on of hands:— This verse at face 
value seems to teach that the Samaritans received the Holy Spirit after they believed.  
Can a person be saved without the Holy Spirit?  Was this some second work of grace?  
—Just so you know. I believe Scripture definitively points to the believer receiving the 
Spirit at conversion. This was a unique situation explained below.

    View #1:  Second Experience After Conversion - This is the traditional Pentecostal-
Charismatic view.  These folks believe that a person is saved and receives the Spirit for 
salvation at that time, but then a person must receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
sometime later for sanctification and the manifestations of the Spirit, namely the gift of 
tongues.  This baptism is received by the laying on of hands.

    View #2:  Delay of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to Put the Samaritans into the Body 
of Christ - The book of Acts is a book of transition from the Old Testament dispensation 
to the New Testament dispensation.  The Samaritans were half-breeds, half-caste, who 
were not fully Jewish.  They had their own rival worship system to Jerusalem.   The 
Jews and the Samaritans hated one another and both claimed to be the true followers 
of Jehovah-God.  There was, therefore, a need to delay, in this particular case, the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, putting these Samaritan believers into the body of Christ, so 
as to avoid two rival factions in the Christian church.  The Samaritans had the Holy 
Spirit because they believed in Christ and they were regenerate, but they were not yet 
put into the body of Christ.  They were still separate, individual, regenerate Christians, 
much like the Apostles and the one hundred twenty had been before the Day of 



Pentecost.  There was a need to make a connection between the believers in Samaria 
and the believers in Jerusalem.  Therefore, the Apostles Peter and John laid hands on 
them, identifying them with the Apostolic ministry and at that time they were put into the 
Body of Christ.  Had this not been the case, the Samaritans may have thought that their 
brand of Christianity was distinct from the brand in Jerusalem, and there would have 
been two churches which would have destroyed the unity of the infant church.  There is 
no specific mention of tongues in this context, although there may have been the 
special gifts of the Spirit bestowed at this time (including tongues) because Simon saw 
some kind of manifestation when hands were laid on the Samaritans.

    If tongues were present, we must remember they were a sign to unbelieving Jews 
and they were to be a testimony to unbelievers about the truthfulness of the Apostolic 
message.  Tongues are never a sign to believers but to unbelievers. 

More about eunuch: The eunuch in our passage was reading in Isaiah. So this is 
interesting to note.
Isaiah 56:3-5 promises a future worship community with eunuchs. (Acts 8:26ff. may be 
seen as a fulfillment of this promise.) The term occurs in only two New Testament 
contexts: Matthew 19:12 and Acts 8:26ff. The word apparently had two dominant 
meanings referred to in Matthew 19:12. To these Jesus added a third type, those who 
have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the Kingdom. Undoubtedly the rabbinic 
view provided the backdrop for Matthew 19:12. The response of Jesus was given to a 
question about celibacy versus marriage (verse 10). With this context in view it is certain 
that Jesus was not recommending self-emasculation as a path to higher spirituality. 
Rather, Jesus was making an exception to the rabbinic view of marriage as obligatory. 
This exception is based on dedication to the kingdom of heaven over and above one’s 
commitment to the natural order. Some believers in the early centuries did take it 
literally, however. Acts 8:27 speaks of the Ethiopian eunuch who was a court official for 
Candace. Whether or not this person was emasculated is questionable, although 
normally eunouchos refers to one in that condition.
    The Ethiopian eunuch had a true faith. It stood in sharp contrast to Simon the 
magician who considered faith a matter of personal, selfish consumption, rather than for 
the glory of God. While Simon's false faith was exposed, the eunuch's true faith was 
revealed. But how about your own faith? Is yours a true faith that has united you 
savingly to God through Jesus Christ? Or is it a false faith of your own making and 
design, a faith that produces no lasting joy, a faith centered on self and not on Jesus 
Christ? My friend, come to Jesus Christ empty-handed and plead for His mercy. He is 
mighty to save!  

Finally, if anyone asks why Acts 8:37 was left out of certain English translations. It 
wasn’t it. It is not in most older manuscripts. Scholars believe it was added by a scribe 
for clarification. Since it in the KJV it is assumed that it was deleted, but that is not the 
case. Nevertheless, the whole reason the eunuch wanted to be baptized was because 
he had “believed with all his heart that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.” All the other 
English translations teach this (it’s not some dumb conspiracy). [verse below]



37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.


