
Focus Scripture:  Acts 6:1-7 
Supplemental: 1 Cor. 10:6-11, Numbers 14:1-11, 26-31, 36-381 Peter 
4:10-11,  

Phil 2:1-11 
Memory Verse:  Phil 2:3 

Introduction Questions 

Read Acts 6:1-7 

Understanding The Text 

Encourage your group to apply this breaking down of scripture into their 
Bible study habits. This is good practice to move from reading the Bible 
to studying the Bible.  

Who are the primary characters that appear in this text? 

 Hellenists and Hebrews. Both of these groups were Jewish 
Christians. The Hellenists were Greek speakers and were more heavily 
influenced by the Greek culture that had arisen since the time of 
Alexander the Great (known as Hellenism and introduced in Palestine 
around 331 BC.) These groups were most likely from the Diaspora, or the 
Dispersion of Jews outside of Israel that had now settled in Jerusalem 
following Pentecost.  

 The Twelve and Disciples. The twelves are the twelve Apostles and 
church leaders. They have called in the disciples, a term that now goes 
beyond the group that followed Christ and more identifies as the entire 
church body.  

 The Seven. Although the formal term deacon does not appear in 
this text, the verb form of service or to wait on does appear. These were 
the first men called upon to meet the physical needs of the body.  Note 
they were not chosen by the Apostles but by the church body. Based on 
their names, they were all most likely Hellenists.  

How would you outline the text? 

vs. 1. Grumbling and the problem at hand.   



vs. 2-6.  Response to the problem.  
vs. 7. The results of their plan.  

Discussion Questions 

What was the issue now facing the early church?  

 Satan has tried attacking the church through outside pressure. He 
has tried deception within. Now, he shifts the strategy to division. There 
is murmuring between two different groups of Jews regarding the care 
of widows. The Hellenist Jews believe their widows are being neglected.  

Read Numbers 14:1-11, 26-31, 36-38. Discuss the effects of a divided 
congregation and God’s response.  

 The Israelites like to complain… a lot. The spies have returned 
from the land the God had promised them and there is division in their 
ranks. The report of only ten men who do not trust in God now threaten 
to destroy an entire nation.  
 Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb challenge the people to trust in 
God, but their response is to try and stone them. God does not put up 
with the rebels. Note that he does not say they grumble against Moses, 
but against Him. It is God’s promises and plans they are against. His 
judgement is clear against them but His promises will remain true and 
fulfilled in the next generation. Although the nation as a whole must 
suffer over the next 40 years, the ten spies faced a swift judgement. 

Read 1 Cor. 10:6-11. What is the importance of these events we find in 
the Old Testament? How are we to learn from them? 
  
 The events recorded in the Old Testament are not there for 
strictly informational purposes. God’s judgement was an example to 
those at that time, but they were also an example for us and were 
recorded for our own instruction. This is one of the reasons why reading 
the Old Testament is so important. We learn from their example, such as 
the dangers of a grumbling congregation. We are not to “desire evil as 
they did.” 

What was the plan put forth by the Apostles to avoid a divided church? 



 The Apostles approached this situation in several ways. First, they 
recognized that the preaching and teaching of the Word was important 
and they did not need to be distracted from this cause. Second, they 
recognized that the duty of attending to the physical needs of the church 
was also important. They agreed to appoint seven men to the ministry 
but empowered the disciples, the local body of believers, to the task of 
choosing them.  

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11. What groups of spiritual gifts do we see here? How 
are these represented in our main text? 

 Although Paul writes about specific spiritual gifts, we see Peter 
classify them into two categories. The first category is speaking and the 
second category is serving. Note that neither gift is done upon from an 
individual’s talents. Those who have a gift involving speaking do so from 
God’s words. Those who have a gift involving serving do so with God’s 
strength. The purpose of the gifts is so that God, not the individual, may 
be glorified.  
 We see in our text from Acts that the Apostles have been given 
gifts to speak and now call for those who have gifts of service.  

What is the relationship of these two types of spiritual gifts to one 
another? 

 For effective unity and functioning within the Body of Christ, you 
cannot have one gift without the other. Those with the gifts of speaking 
are given the time and opportunity by those with a gift of service. Those 
who have the gifts to serve learn and grow under those with the gift of 
speaking.  
 The Apostles could not continue to use their gifts to teach the 
Word of God without those who could serve. Those with the gift of 
service would have no church to wait upon without the Word of God 
being proclaimed.  
  
Read Phil 2:1-11. Describe the example Christ laid out for the Church. 
How did the Church align with this example? 

 We are called to be in one mind and to be in one accord as a 
church. It is not about “me”, but in humility seek to meet the needs of 
those around me. Jesus, who was 100% God, chose instead to take the 



form of a servant. We are to exemplify this. The early Church followed 
this example. The Apostles did not ignore the needs of the widows, but 
instead in one accord with the church body, put men into place that 
could address those needs. This was to the glory of God that others 
would hear the Word and confess Jesus as Lord.  

What were the ultimate results by the plan put into action by the 
Apostles? 

 The Bible does not mention that the widows were now being taken 
care of, though that was obviously the case. The ultimate results were 
that the Word of God increased. This lead to not just disciples being 
added, but “multiplied”. Their numbers were increasing so quickly there 
was no point in adding them up anymore. Even more so, priests are now 
becoming a part of the faith.  

Personal Application 

What spiritual gifts have you been given?  

What are some ways you can apply your spiritual gifts at LTC?


