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Introductory Question
1.  Who was a better person Stephen or Saul? Who deserved to 

live a longer life?

2.  Read Jn.12:24.  How do Jesus’ words here apply to 
spreading the Gospel and how does that relate to Stephen’s 
martyrdom?

3. Read Acts 7:58-60.  Describe the significance of this event 
and the fallout it left on Stephen, the “Stoners”, and Saul.

4.  Read Acts 8:1-4.  The stoning of Stephen was the catalyst for 
a great persecution to the believers in Jerusalem. Explain the 
depth of what happened as a result of “on that day a great 
persecution” began in Jerusalem. 

5.  Explain the reversal of Acts 8:1 compared to Acts 1:8. How 
could that be applied to something God has commanded or 
called you to do?

6.  What was the result of the spilled blood of believers? How is 
that any different today? Can you share any modern day 
stories you are familiar with?

7.  How do you feel about the fact that Saul, who “ravaged the 
church…from house to house” became the greatest 
missionary ever? What does that tell us about mankind? 
What does that tell us about God? Who is someone you have 
little hope for? Are you praying for them? What would it take 
to get them to come around to God’s way?
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8.  Luke writes that all “who were scattered went about 
preaching the word.” Who were those? (Look back to our title: 
All and Except) Who were the “except”? Who were the “All”? 

9.  Consider the frame of mind that these “go-ers” were in. Take 
time to put into context their life situations. What kind of 
excuses could they have used to stay mute?

10. Read Phil.3:6; Acts 22:20. What more does this tell us about 
Saul? How can God or better yet, why would God later use 
someone like this?

11.  How could God ever forgive someone for instigating the 
killing of one of his “best” kids? What does that say for 
mankind? Who doesn’t have shameful memories from the 
past?  What does this say about God’s perspective on the 
value of one life? Or is that even a fair question? Explain.

12.  Does God call for us to die for our salvation? How does 
Christianity differ from other religions in this aspect? What 
does it mean to “die to self”?  What does it mean to be faithful 
where you are planted?

13.  When is a time you really laid it all on the line for Jesus? 
How can you do better? What’s just one little thing you can 
do? Start there. 
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