
Small Group Questions


Scripture References — Jonah 1-4; Nahum 3:1-4; Matthew 5:43-48


1. What’s the most terrifying thing you’ve ever had to do?  Answers will vary. 

2. Has there ever been someone in your life that you thought was too far gone for salvation? 
Why did you think that?  Answers will vary. 

3. Why was Jonah trying to run from the presence of God? Jonah did not want to go to Nin-
eveh.  The Ninevites were wickedly cruel to their conquered peoples.  Jonah wanted them 
to get what they had coming to them.  He did not want to warn them.  Jonah 4:2 reveals his 
true reason for fleeing.  He KNEW that God is a gracious and compassionate God, and he 
did not think the Ninevites should be spared.  He wanted to put this off.  What does that 
look like in our own lives?  Answers will vary.  However, we should note that the gospel is 
for all peoples, not some (see Matthew 28:19).  We don’t get to to choose who should hear 
the gospel.  God’s heart is for all to come to repentance and faith (2 Peter 3:9). 

4. Read Jonah 1:14-16. What does that say about God? God is willing to save all who call 
upon His name.  They had to respond in faith to Jonah’s direction.  Mere knowledge would 
not save them.  They had to ACT upon it.  They called out to the Lord in prayer and acted in 
faith.  Once they obeyed, God calmed the seas, and they feared the LORD greatly!  They 
offered a sacrifice and offered vows to Him.  God is willing to save all who come to Him in 
repentance and faith. 

5. Similarly, what does Jonah’s “sermon” and response in Jonah 3:1-5 tell us about God? God 
is not willing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).  Acts 10:34 - 
44 reveal that God is willing for all to come to Him, but they must come through faith in 
Christ (Acts 4:12).  Ezekiel 18:23 lets us know that God takes no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked.  He wants them to turn from his wicked ways and live.   

6. What are some reasons that we give for not sharing the Gospel — the hope of the world? 
Answers will vary. 

7. On Sunday, we said that God is more concerned with the deliverer than the delivery. How 
does that bring you comfort? Answers will vary.  Ultimately, God is interested in our avail-
ability than our ability.  He desires our obedience not our perfection.   

8. Take turns as a group sharing your 15-second testimony. This is 3 sentences: One sen-
tence before Jesus, one sentence of how you trusted Jesus and one sentence of how your 
life has changed.   Example: 
1. There was a time in my life I felt anxious and alone.  (What 2 words describe your life 

before Christ?) 
2. But one day a friend introduced me to Jesus Christ, and everything changed. 
3. Now, I live with peace because Jesus has promised to be with me through all the 

storms of life.  Do you have a story like this?  (What word or two describe how Christ 
has transformed your life now?) 

9. If someone is brave, share a three-minute version.  



10. If Jonah 4:11 is an invitation for us to respond to, what is your response? What step do you 
need to take? How can your group help you to form a plan? If we fail to plan, we are plan-
ning to fail.  Answers will vary.  We should be willing to discuss the Great Commission that 
God wants us to go, not come.  Share with all, not some.  Make disciples, not church mem-
bers.  Teach followers to obey more than understand.  What cities, countries, etc. do you 
know where the lostness is great?  How will you be a part of God’s compassion by carrying 
the gospel with you?  Do you know how to share the gospel?  If not, let your group leader 
know.


