
Sermon-Based Homework: June 16, 2019 
Scripture theme:    Obedience   

Introduction Questions 

1. Describe a time when you tried to cover over something you were supposed to do with something 

else you thought was good?   

2. What does obedience look like that is pleasing to God?  How would you describe or qualify it?  Or 

does it matter at all? 

Discussion Questions 

3. What can we learn from these biblical characters about the nature of obedience: (sub-group the 

people to look up and discuss no more than 2 biblical characters and come back and report their 

findings to the group) 

a. Noah (Genesis 5:32, 6:13-7:6; Hebrews 11:7)  What did God tell Noah to do?  How did 

he respond?  What if Noah had delayed or cut corners?   Noah was 500 years old when 

he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Then the Lord came to him and 

warned him of the coming judgment and gave him very explicit and detailed 

instructions on how to make an ark that would hold two of every living thing creature, 

food for them, and his family.  Noah was an OLD man when God commanded him to do 

this.  6:22 states that Noah did according to all that God had commanded him to do.  

7:5 restates Noah’s complete obedience: ALL.  7:6 says he was 600 years old when the 

flood waters came.  Noah’s obedience was complete.  He did ALL God commanded him 

to do.  Was it hard?  Yes!  The ark was 450’ long, 75’ wide, and 45’ tall.  It had three 

decks, multiple rooms, a window at the top, a door in the side, and the entire thing 

was all to be sealed with pitch, inside and out.  It took him and his family somewhere 

between 100 years to complete it.  Notice what the Bible does NOT say.  It doesn’t say 

he complained, whined, or delayed.  Think about the example of his persistence and 

obedience to his children.  God rewarded their obedience and kept them safe!  Does 



delayed obedience really please God?   Explain your answer.  If Noah had cut corners, 

the ark would not have held all the animals or may not have been water-tight, and 

they could have perished.  If they had delayed, they would not have been ready when 

God brought the flood.  When God speaks is the time to respond and obey!  

Technically, delayed obedience may be obedience if - and only if - you have the luxury 

of time.  When a car is headed unawares towards your toddler when he runs out into 

the road and you yell ‘stop,’ delayed obedience may be costly.  It’s much better to 

obey right away! 

b. Abraham (Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:8)  What did God tell Abraham to do?  How did 

he respond?  God told Abram to go from his country, relatives, and family to a land 

God would show him.  That was all the instruction Abram got.  The Bible records 

(12:4) that Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him.  He was 75 years old 

when he left Haran.  He took his wife, his nephew, and all the possessions they had 

acquired, and God led them to Canaan.  At Shechem God appeared to him and told 

him He would give his descendants this land.  At no point, do we see or hear that 

Abram delayed.  He went as far as God directed him and appeared to him. Does 

obedience with complaining or a challenging attitude please God?  Abram did not 

complain to God that he didn’t know where to go; he just went.  He did not challenge 

God at the ‘absurdity’ of his command (i.e., Where?  How far?  How long?)  Hebrews 

11:8 states that when he was called, he obeyed, and he went out not knowing where 

he was going.  Paul says we are to do everything without complaining or arguing (Phil 

2:14-15).  James 2:23 says Abraham was the friend of God.  There is not much good to 

be said with grumbling or complaining in Scripture.  It’s much better to obey with a 

submissive spirit. 

c. Moses (Exodus 12:21-28; Hebrews 11:28)  God told Moses to kill a Passover lamb, and 

put its blood on the doorposts and lintels of their homes to keep away the destroyer 



from the firstborn.  Moses called all the elders together and told them what to do.  

Exodus 12:28 records that the sons of Israel went and did just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses and Aaron.  This was something brand new to Moses and the 

Israelites.  Did Moses complain about having to find an unblemished male lamb and 

kill it at twilight?  And then put the blood on the doorposts and the lintel?  No.  They 

did not complain or whine about it.  They obeyed immediately.  Good thing, because 

the destroyer came at midnight and killed every single firstborn in Egypt from 

Pharaoh’s firstborn to the firstborn of the captive in the dungeon to the firstborn of 

cattle.  There was no home where there was not someone dead in Egypt (Exodus 

12:29-30).  Does obedience that is not complete please God?  Why or why not?  They 

obeyed completely by not only killing the Passover lamb, but by applying its blood to 

their homes.  It was the blood of their sacrifice that was the sign God saw and passed 

over their homes (Exodus 12:13).  Incomplete obedience would have meant death to 

the firstborn inside!  Obedience that is incomplete can be costly.  We need to learn to 

obey God all the way, completely. 

d. Saul (1 Samuel 15:17-23, 32-35)  What did the Lord command Saul to do?  How had Saul 

responded?  What happened as a result?  Saul was anointed first king of all the tribes 

of Israel.  God had commanded Saul to punish the Amalekites for opposing Israel on 

their exodus out of Egypt.  God’s explicit command was: “Now go and strike Amalek 

and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man 

and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey” (1 Samuel 15:3).  Saul 

did not obey completely God’s command.  He spared Agag the king of the Amalekites 

along with all that was good from their flocks to offer these as sacrifices to the Lord - 

a seemingly noble gesture.  God regretted making Saul king because he turned back 

from following after God and did not carry out His commands (15:9).  When Samuel 

the prophet (who anointed Saul king at the Lord’s request) confronted him, Saul told 



Samuel his plan to offer sacrifices, but Samuel rebuked him.  “Obedience is better 

than sacrifice and to pay attention is better than sacrifice.”  Does obedience that is 

not complete please God?  Why or why not?  To not obey completely is paralleled with 

rebellion, divination, insubordination, and idolatry.  We cannot get out of doing what 

God commands us by doing something else that sounds good to us.  God wants us to do 

what He says completely.  The consequence for Saul was that he lost his crown.  

Samuel grieved over Saul’s disobedience; and the Lord regretted having made Saul 

king.  Saul ultimately died in disgrace in battle with the Philistines (1 Samuel 

31:4-10). 

e. Jonah (Jonah 1:2-17; 3:2-3; 4:1-4, 9-11)  What did God command Jonah to do?  How did 

he respond?  What happened next?  God commanded Jonah to go to Nineveh and cry 

against it for its wickedness.  Jonah did not want to, so he fled from the presence of 

the Lord, going the complete opposite direction.  He hopped a boat going to modern-

day Spain, but a deadly storm struck the boat.  When confronted, Jonah knew the 

calamity had come because of his disobedience.  The men threw him overboard, and 

the sea became calm.  God sent a fish to preserve him from drowning.  It swallowed 

him whole and for 3 days and nights he was in the belly of the fish.  After Jonah 

repented, the fish spit him up to dry land.  God called again.  This time he obeyed, 

going and preaching judgment.  Yet God had compassion and spared the people, seeing 

heartfelt repentance.  Jonah was not happy and did not share God’s great compassion 

- even though in the belly of the fish and with the shade of the plant, God had shown 

him compassion.  Complaining and challenging and outright rebellion of God’s 

commands can bring serious consequences into our lives.  Jonah should have obeyed 

the first time, right away.  God was working on Jonah’s attitude as well. 

4. What can we piece together from these biblical characters about what obedience looks like that 

pleases God?  Believers should be willing to obey God immediately, completely, without 



complaining, and without a challenge.  If obedience is characterized by obeying God 

immediately, completely, without complaint or without a challenge, which one(s) of these traits 

do you struggle the most with and why?  (Answers will vary.) 

5. Read Deuteronomy 6:5-7.  Moses is addressing the nation of Israel, a family of families.  What are 

the parents’ responsibilities as set forth in these verses as it relates to  first themselves and then 

their kids?  Parents are to love the Lord with all they’ve got: heart, soul, and might!  There is 

no room for second place here.  All means all.  Love God with all you’ve got!  God’s commands 

are then to be on the parents’ hearts, not just the hearth.  God’s commands need to be fluent 

on our hearts so we can obey them.  THEN, it is the parents’ responsibilities to teach these 

same commands to their kids diligently.  The phrase teach them diligently is the word picture of 

whittling a stick to a point or sharpening a knife.  The point is (pun intended) that diligent 

training with the Scriptures will make kids sharp tools in the hand of their Master.  What are 

some different ways and times from these verses that parents can train their kids today to follow 

and obey God?  Take time to listen and share what has been effective in your home growing up.  

Make sure to come back around to verse 7: some are formal, others informal.  1) when you sit - 

when does your family sit together?  Meal time is a great time to capitalize on training and 

talking over a meal.  We all have to eat.  Seize these moments - put away the technology - and 

teach into their lives.  2) when you walk by the way - family walks are a nice time to visit; it’s 

amazing what windows to the soul open up when we get away from our responsibilities for a 

little while.  Maybe you can’t fit a family walk into your schedule; what about in the car… on 

the way to dance, baseball, soccer, the movies, school, etc.  These ‘on the way’ times are more 

informal and can often be ‘driven’ by the needs on the child’s heart. 3) when you lie down - 

bedtime can be a wonderful time to listen to your kids’ hearts and pour into them - if you do 

not wait until you’re wasted and have nothing left to give them.  Help give them a 30 minute 

window to prepare for bed; then take some time to ‘tuck them in’ and listen and pray for them.  

4) when you rise up - as the day gets going, seize the opportunity to remind the kids to put the 



Lord first.  Verses 8-9 also suggest the power of visuals: signs on your walls and doors to adorn 

your home with the messages and values of Scripture.   

6. Read John 14:15.  If we are having an obedience problem to the Lord, what might it reveal about 

our relationship to the Lord?  If we are having an obedience problem, we are really having a love 

problem.  Jesus said if we love Him, we WILL obey what He commands.  The strength of our love 

relationship with Christ will determine how quickly we are to obey all the way.   

7. Read Exodus 23:8.  In what ways are parents guilty of doing this when it comes to teaching our 

children to obey?   Whenever we prompt our kids to be ‘good’ for a reward, we unwittingly train 

good behavior with a bribe.  We must teach our young children to obey what is right with no 

promise of reward simply because it is the right thing to do.  We must - beginning as young as 3 

years old - begin to give them the moral reason why right is right, based on Scripture.  

(Therefore, we should know the answer from Scripture, too.)  Then, occasionally if we choose to 

give them a reward AFTER observing good behavior, that is ok.  But ‘good or compliant’ behavior 

that is prompted by a reward is a back-door bribe.  And it distorts the child’s view of what is 

right. 

8. How else might we undermine efforts to train our kids to obey right away, all the way, with a 

submissive attitude?  By threatening and repeating or making excuses for our child.  We need to 

say what we mean and mean what we say.  If we say in 5 minutes, it’s time to go; then set the 

timer for 5 minutes.  Don’t keep talking for another 30 minutes.  Otherwise, the child cannot 

trust the word of the parent.  When we delay to deliver on our word, then we as parents fall 

into sin.  When children delay to obey, then they are in sin.  Or to threaten a child with a 

consequence that you never really intend to deliver is wrong.  The child will quickly figure this 

out and test you to the limit.  Some parents may say, “My son is all boy,” or “She’s just moody.”  

“He’s got ADD or bipolar disorder.”  But at what point would we really excuse our child or any 

child from being kind to others, and not rude?  We must bring the child to the standard of 

Scripture, and not lower the standard to our child. 



9. What adjustments do you need to make regarding your own understanding and actions towards 

obeying God?  What adjustments do you need to make as you seek to train your kids to a godly 

obedience?  (Answers will vary.)


