
Sermon-based Questions: May 5, 2019 
Focus Scripture:  Acts 4:23-37 
Memory Verse:   Acts 4:29 

Introduction Questions 

1) How do your normally respond to good news? Personally as well as with others? 

2) In what situations do you feel like you are most likely to pray? 

3) What are some ways we can meet the needs of others in the Church? 

Read Acts 4:23-37 

Read this passage as a group. Encourage all participants to each read a selection.  

Discussion Questions 

1) Read Matthew 6:9-13. What elements of the Lord’s Prayer do you see reflected in 
the prayer lifted up here?  

 Don’t be afraid to take some time here. One of the most important things we 
can do as Christians is to learn how to pray. There are great examples throughout 
Scripture that gives us a snap shot and structure of prayer. This exercise will cause 
your group to really dig in and examine these prayers and learn from them. 
Although our prayers do not have to be completely structured, having a general 
model of prayer as represented in the Bible will keep us from the rambling variety.  

This may not be an exact match, but there is a structure to note. The prayer opens 
up by giving glory to God – hallowed be His name. From there, they focus on God’s 
Will. Despite the evils being done, it was within God’s ultimate plan. The believers 
then ask that God grant them what they need, in this case to continue to speak with 
boldness. The final portion of their prayer lends itself to the last two pieces of the 
Lord’s Prayer: one for forgiveness (healing) and two, deliverance from evil, which as 

Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) Believers’ Prayer (Acts 4:24-30)

Vs. 9 – Giving glory to the Father Vs. 24

Vs. 10 – God’s will be done Vs. 25-28 

Vs. 11 – Grant our needs Vs. 29

Vs. 12 – Forgiveness Vs. 30

Vs. 13 – Deliver from evil Vs. 30



we saw from the sign and wonder of the lame man now walking that the believers 
were delivered from the rulers.  

2) In what context do Peter and John pray? 
 Note that they do not go off by themselves somewhere to pray. It says they 
came together with their friends and they prayed TOGETHER. There is certainly a 
time and place for private communication with the Lord, but there is also a time for 
the believing body to pray together. 

3) Why do the believers focus on God as creator?  
  Here they are focusing on God as being sovereign of all. As the One who 
created all things, He is also the one who can create a plan and have it come to 
fruition. So, the disciples here are not only worshiping God for who He is, but also 
acknowledging His rightful place as Lord and what He is able to do.  

4) What is the importance of quoting Psalm 2:1-2 in verses 25-26? 
 This is a great reminder that the Old Testament is a road map to Christ. The 
signs along the way either point to or are an illustration of the One who was to 
come. The disciples here are acknowledging David as prophet and that he was 
writing about what would happen to Jesus. We see the gentile authorities, the 
peoples plotting as the religious leaders of Israel, the kings of the earth represented 
by Herod, and the rulers represented by Pilate.  

5) Who does Luke point to as having control over Jesus? Why is this important? 
 This is an easy question on the surface but it brings up an important point. 
There were a lot of factions at work here: the Romans, the Jewish leaders, Herod, 
and Pilate. Human leaders may deliberate, but God ultimately determines destiny. 
It is important to remember that although we may be in a time of suffering or 
waiting that we do not understand, God is sovereign and can do whatever His plan 
calls for. As Christians, we submit to that plan just as Jesus submitted to the Father.  

6) Most of this prayer is an acknowledgment of who God is. What is it the disciples 
actually ask for here? 
 Most of the time when in a difficult place, our tendency is to ask for a removal 
of what is burdening us. This is the exact opposite of what is prayed for here. The 
disciples recognize the threats being brought against them and actually pray for 
greater boldness and courage to continue speaking the Word. We should remember 
that the correct prayer is not always for a lighter load but for a stronger back.  

7) Read John 15:7-8. How is this promise by Jesus played out here in Acts 4? 
 Jesus said that if we are abiding in Him and in His word, that we can ask for 
whatever we want and it will be granted. Of course, if we are truly living in that 
spiritual state of abiding in Christ, what we ask will be according to what is right 
and holy. Here, the disciples ask for the boldness to continue proclaiming the Word. 
It says they were filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the Word of God 



with boldness. God was certainly glorified and they absolutely proved to be His 
disciples. A powerful prayer life begins with walking in Christ.  

8) The early church was greatly united in prayer. How did that impact their daily 
lives?  
 These verses are not so much about communal living as they are about their 
mindset. “This passage shows us a distinctly Christian view of possessions which 
centers not in ownership, but stewardship, not in creed, but need; not in fad, but 
family.” In this time and place, there was a need within the Church that was 
addressed in generosity and a lack of selfishness so there was not a needy person 
among them. When the Church today is united in prayer, we will recognize our own 
current needs and unselfishly seek to address them.  

9) We are introduced to Barnabas for the first time, a name that means son of 
encouragement. What are ways we can be an encouragement to our church and to 
our church leaders?  
 There are a great many ways we can encourage the church and your group will 
probably roll off a pretty good list. Challenge them here to also think about our 
leadership at LTC. What are ways we can encourage our pastors, our volunteers, and 
yes even our small group leaders? 


