
Sermon-based Leader Helps:  May 26, 2019 
Focus Scripture:     Acts 5:12-42 
Memory Verse:     Acts 5:29 

Introduction Questions 

Have you ever had, or known someone who had, such great success that a jealous 
party sought to sabotage them? 

Have you ever been put into a situation where two different authority figures asked 
you do to something that contradicted one another? How did you respond? 

Read Acts 5:12-42 

Understanding The Text 

Leaders - I am including a new section in the discussion questions this week. The idea 
of this section is to take a moment to “study” the text and the context. The hope is 
to help our groups develop good study habits when reading the Bible.  

Who are the primary characters that appear in this text? 

 Peter and the Apostles. The verbiage here includes the apostles as a whole but 
does indicate that Peter has become the leading voice among the group.  

 High Priest and Sadducees. The Sadducees were the more liberal minded group 
of the Jewish council. The accepted only the Law of Moses (Genesis through 
Deuteronomy), did not believe in angels, and did not believe in the resurrection of 
the dead. Although a minority in the council, they were wealthy and more politically 
influential.  

 The Council. The Jewish council, known as the Sanhedrin, was the religious 
ruling body. It was comprised of primarily Pharisees and Sadducees. Rome allowed a 
great deal of authority to this body. 

 Gamaliel. He was a Pharisee and a highly respected member of the Sanhedrin. 
The Apostle Paul sat under his teaching while he was a young Pharisee and before 
becoming a Christian. He appears frequently in Jewish literature and the height of 
his influence was from A.D. 25-50. He was referred to by the Jewish community as 
Rabbi (our teacher) rather than Rabbi (my teacher). The Mishna, the first written 
collection of Jewish oral history, records “When Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder died, the 
glory of the Law ceased and purity and abstinence died.”  

When do these events take place? 



 Most Biblical historians place this event around A.D. 30. This would have been 
within a year of the ascension of Christ. The early church is characterized by 
powerful preaching and signs and wonders. Significant persecution has yet to take 
place. Acts 5 represents a conclusion to the first segment of the history of the early 
church.  

Where does this passage take place? 

 Centrally this takes place in Jerusalem, though people from nearby towns are 
now making the journey into Jerusalem to see the Apostles. Note that the disciples 
have yet to follow Christ’s command to move into areas beyond Jerusalem and those 
people are having to come to them.  

 Solomon’s Portico was the area the Apostles had preached in following the 
healing of the lame man. Though told by the council not to continue teaching in 
Jesus’s name, this is the place the Apostles continued to return to, and with great 
success.  

How would you outline the text? 

vs. 12-16. The Apostles reputation in Jerusalem.  
vs. 17-26. Miraculous release of the captives.  
vs. 27-40. The council meeting. (Peter’s response 27-32, Gamaliel 33-40) 
vs. 41-42. Apostle’s response.  

Discussion Questions 

In chapter 4, following their first arrest, the Apostles prayed for boldness. What do we 
see as the response to this prayer at the beginning of our passage? 

 Signs and wonders have now become routine among the Apostles. We see more 
believers than ever are coming to the Lord, both men and women. The neighboring 
towns are even traveling to Jerusalem with the sick and demon possessed and they 
are being healed. God has greatly blessed their prayer! 

The Sadducees were the instigators in this situation. Based on our understanding of 
who they were, what ways was God specifically contradicting them in the release of 
the Apostles in verses 19 and 20? 

 God certainly has a sense of humor, but He was making a point. First, we know 
the Sadducees did not believe in angels, yet God uses an angel to release the 
prisoners. Second, they are commanded to teach about the Life, which is often used 
as a synonym for Jesus. Recall, Jesus said in John 11:25 that he was the resurrection 
and the life. The Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection from the dead, so they 



certainly did not believe in the resurrection of Jesus, yet this is exactly what the 
Apostles are commanded to teach.  
  
What is the importance of Gamaliel’s message? 

 Luke makes a couple of important points. First, Gamaliel is held in extremely 
high honor by the people. His advocacy adds weight to the Apostles’ high esteem 
among the population. Second, his words bear out the truth that Jesus was not 
another failed messianic type prophet. He is the real deal and their message could 
not be overthrown! 

What is dangerous about Gamaliel’s approach to the Apostle’s message? 

 Simply put, Gamaliel had a wait and see approach to the Gospel. Instead of by 
faith accepting the miracles that were at work, he decides to wait and see what 
happens next. This mentality can lead one to wait for so long that eventually it 
becomes too late.  

What situations can you see rising in our culture where you would have to obey God 
rather than government? 

What is your typical response to suffering? Do you respond differently when you suffer 
for Christ and how so? 

What lessons stand out to you from this passage and how can you apply them to your 
life?


