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Focus Scripture: Acts 5:1-11 
Memory Verse: Malachi 3:10 

Introduction Questions 
1) Have you ever seen something miraculous in the church that caused you 
to pause consider God more seriously? 
2) Was there a time you felt challenged to give something to the church? 
How did you respond? 
3) Did you ever know someone with questionable ethics in church? How 
did it impact the church and those around them? 

Read Acts 4:32-5:11 
Read this passage as a group. Encourage all participants to each read a 
selection. 

Discussion Questions 
1) How was God providing for the needs of the early church? 
The early church blossomed quickly and many of those who were new 
Christians had only been visiting Jerusalem for festivals and not intending 
to stay. Others, living under the difficult rule of the Romans, simply had 
limited financial means. The early actions by those who sold property 
ministered to the physical needs of others allowing the apostles to continue 
to focus on more spiritual matters. 

2) What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira? 
The sin at play here was not failing to bring the full amount of the property 
to the apostles. As Peter points out, the unsold land belonged to them and, 
even once sold, the use of the money was up to them. What brought so 
great a judgement was the fact they lied to the Holy Spirit. Had they been 
honest about keeping a portion of the property for themselves instead of 
playing off as they were giving the whole amount, there would have been 
no sin. 



3) Who called down a death sentence on Ananias and Sapphira? 
It is important to note here that at no time did Peter pronounce any sort of 
curse upon these two. The judgement brought upon these two was very 
specifically the work of God. 

4) Was God’s judgement of Ananias and Sapphira overly harsh? 
In the modern social construct, many people would wonder why a lie would 
deserve the death penalty. It is important to remember that this sin was not 
against man, but directly against God. Satan was trying to attack the 
church from within and this act of judgement was necessary for the early 
church to see that God is a Holy God and can still bring about a Holy 
judgment. The God of the Old Covenant is the same as the New Covenant 
and if our sin is a detriment to His Church, He will take the necessary steps 
to deal with the issue. 

5) Read Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. Discuss the concept of making vows with God 
and with keeping them. 
To make a commitment, a promise, or a vow to God is a significant matter. 
It is such a weighty matter that the Teacher even says that it is better that 
you make no vow at all than to vow and not follow through. 

6) Was there ever a time you did not follow through on something you told 
God you would do. How did that make you feel? 
This may be a difficult topic for someone. Allow them to share and 
encourage them to repent if they have not already. 

7) Read through the following verses about giving and consider their 
application. 
Psalm 51:16-17. What does God value most? 
This Psalm was written by David in coming to terms with his sin regarding 
Bathsheba. David recognizes that God is concerned more with the heart 
than with a physical sacrifice. 
Matthew 5:23-24. What is the purpose of this command? How should you 
act on it? 
Again it is an issue of the heart in regards to giving. Ananias and Sapphira 
were deceitful in their giving. David pointed out about that the condition of 
the heart is more important than the gift. Here, Jesus places a higher 
priority to be in right relationship with our brother and sisters than in giving. 



We need to seek to make that relationship right and then bring our gift. This 
does not mean put off reconciliation and abandoning our giving. It means 
we need to seek reconciliation swiftly.  Is there someone in your group that 
needs to follow through on this command? How can you/the group 
encourage and support them in this endeavor? 
Malachi 3:6-10. How should we approach the matter of giving to God? 
It is the classic passage on giving. God does call us to give. He desires for 
our heart to be right and then to give. The Israelites were giving, kind of, 
but with a bad heart and in a minimalist way. They would offer lame 
livestock or poorer portions of the harvest. Their gifts were not costing them 
in any way. God challenged them to be complete in their giving. For those 
who were leery to do so, God even told them they could put Him to the test: 
give and God would provide for them until they no longer had need. This is 
not a prosperity gospel. God is not telling them He will make them wealthy 
if they give. He is promising that if His people will follow through on their 
tithes and their offerings He will bless their physical needs. 

8) Read Acts 5:11. Who all did this act of judgement impact? What impact 
did it make? 
Luke points out that fear came upon not just the Church, and the Church as 
a whole, but upon all who heard about this, including those outside the 
Church. The impact on both insiders and outsiders is that Christians are to 
have high ethical standards. We are to care for the needy. We should fear 
God and follow through on our oaths. We do not condone those who are 
immoral or corrupt in our midst. We are not to be money hungry and we do 
not pretend to be pious to see honor and fame. Our actions have 
consequences and whether they are positive or negative they will be seen 
by the World. 

9) What personal actions is God leading you to take based on the study 
this week? 


