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Sermon-Based Questions  

GET TO KNOW YOU - (Pick at least two and discuss 
together.) 
1. What are the most meaningful groups, clubs, or 

organizations you have been a part of and why? 
2. What people, hobbies, or habits would you 

consider yourself truly devoted to and why? 

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY - 
3. What supernatural things were taking place among this new community of believers?  A 

shared sense of awe and wonder at all that God was doing among them, most likely tied to signs 
and wonders done by the apostles.  Beyond this, there was generosity and sharing among all the 
believers of their possessions.  The word for fellowship in v.42 has the same root for the word 
common in v.44.  They were continuing in unity of mind (remember, 3000+ believers all coexisting 
together, united in the same mind!)  They were eating together in one another’s homes, practicing 
hospitality most likely with people whom they had no previous connection other than Judaism.  
They were praising God together and having favor with all the people.  God was adding daily to 
their number those who were being saved.


4. Where in these verses (Acts 2:42-47) do you see the five biblical purposes of worship, 
evangelism, fellowship, discipleship, and ministry being present and balanced in the church 
as it began?  

• 1) Worship - “everyone was filled with awe” 2:43;

• 2) Evangelism - “The Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 2:47

• 3) Fellowship - “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”  2:46

• 4) Discipleship - “They devoted themselves to the Apostle’s teaching.”  2:42

• 5) Ministry - “They gave to anyone as he had need.” 2:45 


5. Read Acts 2:42.  What next step(s) did these new converts immediately take following 
believer’s baptism?  These new converts studied the apostles’ teaching and had fellowship; 
they shared meals and prayed together.  The NIrV (New International Readers Version) says “The 
believers studied what the apostles taught. They shared their lives together. They ate and prayed 
together.” These new disciples began doing life together.  They got into the Bible.  They shared 
life together… over meals.  They cared and prayed for one another.


6. What is fellowship and why is it important?  Sometimes words can be overused and thus 
minimize the substance of their original meaning.  The word for fellowship here in 2:42 can be 
translated in other places in the New Testament as generosity (2 Corinthians 9) or sharing or 
participation in (Philippians 1:6; 3:10) something.  The root idea of this word has to do with what 
believers have in common: new life in Christ.  Disciples who have been born again to new life in 
Christ and share God’s Spirit have this new life in common.  But understand by necessity, this 
word indicates community: what I have in common with you; it’s a plurality.  Christians were 
made to mature through relationships, coming together to experience and share life together, to 
participate together in this new life.  Practicing this new life together - whether discussing 
Scripture or praying together or practicing hospitality and meeting one another’s needs is an 
important part of how we mature and grow.  Additionally, look up and read Ecclesiastes 



4:9-12.  What are some advantages of Christian community?  We can accomplish more 
together (v.9)  We can support and help one another in trying times (v.10).  We can keep each 
other warm (not just physically; regularly meeting together keeps disciples’ devotion hot! (v.10 
and Hebrews 10:24-25).  We can overcome our adversary together (v.12).


7. What is significant about HOW they went about these next steps?  They were continually 
devoting themselves.  Another translation says they continued steadfastly or continued faithfully.  
The word for devoted themselves has two connotations, either of which could be applied here: 1) 
being busily engaged with something; and/or 2) holding fast to something, continuing to 
persevere in something.  They made these things priority for themselves.  Devotion involves 
sacrifice, cost, time, and energy.  This wasn’t a once-a-week or once-a-month attendance; this 
was a dedicated commitment.  How would you compare your level of commitment to that of 
these new disciples?  What adjustments might you need to make?  Talk about it.  (Perhaps 
share some of your own spiritual journey and how God has brought you from where you were to 
where you now are.  What experiences or habits helped you get there?  You begin the discussion 
and see how the Holy Spirit prompts others to share.  Avoid legalism, but do encourage folks to 
take developmentally appropriate next steps.  Think crawl-walk-run.)


8. In what physical setting or context did these next steps most likely take place?  The 
devotion to the apostles’ teaching could have taken place in the temple courts (2:46 - the best 
public places to gather) but more than likely the homes of believers fostered the more intimate 
(as opposed to public) environment for sharing and discussing the Scriptures over a meal and 
praying together.  The assembly of believers, the New Testament church, built no corporate 
buildings for several hundred years, so aside from the temple, the homes of the disciples were 
likely the most convenient places to gather and assimilate this large new multitude of disciples.  
In homes these new disciples could have intimate fellowship over a meal, asking questions and 
discussing the Scriptures as well as praying together.  It is interesting to observe that as the 
church grew larger, it grew smaller at the same time as the believers met together from house to 
house (v.46).  This smaller setting of the home allowed people to know one another and each 
others’ needs, such that the Spirit was prompting incredible generosity and sharing (v.45).  


9. What modern-day application(s) could we make from this?  Home groups or small groups 
allow for people to be known and know one another.  They can allow for greater discussion of the 
Scripture and prayer because the smaller setting limits the gathering size.  As numbers go up, 
care tends to go down.  The bigger the group, the smaller amount of time everyone has to talk or 
participate.  Small groups members because of their close proximity to one another relationally 
can know and practically meet one another’s needs.  Who do you know that is attending on 
Sundays only but could benefit from close friendships, prayer support, greater discussion 
and application of the Scriptures, and practical ministry to one another?  Why not invite 
them to join your group?  How can these next steps help grow and mature others along in 
their faith?  Faith without works is dead (James 2:17). Faith needs a community of relationships 
to express itself in love and service to one another to become mature.  (Galatians 5:13; James 
1:22)


10.Discuss some ways (new) disciples today can devote themselves to these same four next 
steps.  (Answers may vary.  Here are some practical suggestions: 1) Weekly attendance at 
church with your family to hear the word preached; 2) weekly connection with a small group of 
disciples who meet to study, connect, serve, share, and pray together.  3) At home, parents can 
read and discuss the Bible together over a meal together and pray for/with their children; 4) 
Disciples can have one another over to each other’s homes for a meal, prayer, and discussion of 
Scripture.  Eating together fosters friendship and intimacy;  5) Disciples can memorize God’s 
word individually or together.  6) Becoming a member of the local church expresses commitment 



more than attendance alone.  Membership entails a sense of belonging as well as responsibility 
and contribution; whereas attendance does not; 7) disciples can listen out for physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs of one another in small group and seek to unselfishly meet those 
needs.



