
Focus Scripture:  Acts 4:1-22 
Memory Verse:  Acts 4:12 

Introduction Questions 

1) What does your family name mean to you? Do you or do you know 
someone who puts great value in their name? 

2) Networking, especially in business, has become very important in 
recent years. Has knowing someone by name been a benefit to you in a 
particular situation? 

3) Do you know someone without formal education that has excelled in 
their field of work? Is formal education required for success? 

Read Acts 4:1-22 

Read this passage as a group. Encourage all participants to each read a 
selection.  

As you work through the questions, you will find it focusing more and 
more on the importance of the testimony of the believer. We declare the 
name of the One whose authority we teach and live and serve under. 
There are slightly fewer questions to allow more time at the end for 
members to share portions of their testimony. Some people may be 
afraid to share their testimony with a lost friend or may not have even 
thought about their testimony. The safe and encouraging environment of 
your small group will give them the opportunity to share and become 
more comfortable with this vital part of their witness.  

Discussion Questions 

1) Contrast the differences between the Jewish leaders and Peter and 
John.  
 There are several different groups or individuals that are 
mentioned in this passage. Each plays a unique role. 
 - Captain of the temple. He was second ranked behind the high 
priest and acted as a chief of police. He would have great authority. 
 - Sadducees. This group made up a portion of the ruling body of the 
Sanhedrin. Less religious than the Pharisees, they only accepted the five 



books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) 
as Scripture. They did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.  
 - High Priestly family. Composed of the high priest and his sons, 
these would have been the most educated men with some of the highest 
authority allowed by the Roman government.  

 All these carried tremendous amounts of authority and education 
as compared to Peter and John who were apparently nothing more than 
simple fisherman with hardly an education at all. The key difference is 
that Peter and John had traveled with Jesus and learned from Him. They 
are now filled with the Holy Spirit versus the rules who are filled with 
fear and suspicion. The disciples now speak with boldness and seek to 
teach the crowds while the “teachers” look to stifle what is being 
taught. And while the disciples show acts of mercy, these leaders 
threaten those who have done good deeds.  

2) The rulers ask Peter and John by what power or name they healed the 
lame man. Why did they ask this question? Was it with good intentions? 
 The Chief Priests coveted their authority and looked with distrust 
to anyone who would take it away from them. This was the same 
question they asked Jesus (Luke 20:1-2) when they accused Him of 
performing miracles by the power of Beelzebul. Instead of wanting to 
know the One from whom the power came, they wanted His name so 
they could attempt to stamp out His authority.  

3) What stands out to you about the response by Peter? Discuss different 
aspects of the importance of the name of Jesus.  
 Peter was very direct about whose authority he was under. One 
note of interest is that he quotes Psalm 118:22, the same verse Jesus 
quotes when answering the rulers in Luke 20:17.  
 Consider the following verses in your discussion:  
- John 1:12 - Acts 10:42-32 - Matthew 1:21 - John 14:6 
- 1 Cor. 3:11 - 1 John 5:11-12 
  

4) Read Luke 21:10-19. How is Jesus’s prophecy playing out here? Does 
this still apply to us today? How should we look at these situations? 
 Peter and John were brought up before the rulers for the sake of 
the name of Jesus. As He promised, He gave them the right words and 
wisdom to speak that the chief priests could not contradict.  



 These times should be looked upon as opportunities, not burdens. 
Jesus even praised those who showed endurance in these trials. We are 
still living under the prophecy of Christ, and still bear the responsibility 
of speaking the words the Holy Spirit gives us.  

5) In verse 13, what were the characteristics the rulers saw in Peter and 
John? 
 The boldness from Peter and John, especially coming from 
uneducated commoners, shocked the high priests. The key recognition, 
and the same should be said of us today, is that they recognized that 
they had been with Jesus. Can the same be said of us? 

6) What part does the testimony of the lame man have to play in all this?  
 This formerly lame man was recognized by the priests and the 
people. They knew what his life was like before the healing power of 
Jesus and the undeniable evidence of his testimony that followed. They 
were unable to stand up against such a powerful testimony and could do 
nothing more than merely make idle threats to the disciples.  

7) Does your testimony carry a similar impact? Read Revelation 12:10-11. 
Discuss the importance of your testimony.  
 Our testimony carries tremendous weight. Our friends and family 
may not know Jesus, but they know us. Our lives and what Christ has 
done in them should cause them to pause and consider. Even more so, it 
is the combination of the blood of Jesus AND our testimony that can 
overcome the accusations of the devil.  

8) Have you ever written out your testimony? Is there a part of your 
testimony you would like to share with the group tonight?  
 This should be a high point of your time. Encourage your group to 
share their testimony, even if it is just high points. Challenge your group 
to take time this week to really think about their testimony and perhaps 
even write it out. Remember, a testimony is not a one-time change. We 
are always adding to it as God continues to move in our lives. Often, we 
tend to focus strictly on the salvation experience. While this is of course 
key, we should also continue to remember and share what He has done 
for us as His children. 


