
Easter Sunday:  April 21, 2019 
Focus Scripture:  John 3:1-21 
Memory Verse:   Romans 10:9-10 

Introduction Questions 

1) What aspects of Easter service do you look forward to each year?  

2) What do you think your life would look like now if you never became a 
Christian? 
  
3) Who was the person who had the greatest spiritual impact on your life? 
Who was the person who led you to the Lord? 

Scripture Verses: John 3:1-21 and additional.  

Coming off the Easter weekend, there may be some in your group who 
have never been in your small group and may not even know Jesus as 
Lord. Be sensitive to the discussions and be prepared to provide your 
own testimony and an opportunity for someone to know the Lord. Take 
note to not assume someone’s salvation. Many deacons over the years 
have found themselves giving their life to Christ long after they began 
serving the church.  

Read these passage as a group. Encourage all participants to each read a 
selection. You may want to assign several passages of Scripture at the 
beginning as we will be making a full tour.  

Discussion Questions 

1) Read Genesis 3:8-10. What are some things that stand out to you from 
the fallout of mankind’s first sin? 
 God certainly knew that Adam and Eve had sinned, yet he still 
came to walk in the Garden and to look for them. It was man who 
separated himself from God and His presence. Sin causes fear and a 
desire to hide from God.  

Read John 3:1-21 



2) What is the condition of mankind according to Jesus? 
 See verses 18-20. Whoever does not believe is condemned. People 
love darkness because their works are evil and do not want to come into 
the light and be revealed for who they are and what they do. This is 
important to remember when we see people in the world who are 
critical of Christians, the Church, etc. – they are afraid to have who they 
are exposed, whether they realize it or not.  

3) What are some key passages from this discussion between Jesus and 
Nicodemus? Talk about their meaning. 
 There is a lot of material in this short passage of Scripture. 
Encourage your group to share and give this passage its due, but be 
careful not to get bogged down here as there is a lot of material still to 
cover.  

4) Read Romans 3:23, 5:12, 6:23. What is man’s problem and what is 
God’s solution? 
 Everyone has sinned. There is no man that has not sinned. Note in 
two places you see the word “all.” That is a very definitive word and no 
one can say they have not sinned.  
 Sin equals death. This is not just a physical death but a true 
separation from God and His presence as we saw in Genesis 3. “BUT”. 
This is one of the greatest words in the entire Bible. Despite what we 
have done, despite how we have all fallen short of God’s glory, despite 
that sin equals death, God still provides to us a FREE GIFT of eternal life 
through Jesus.  

5) Read John 14:6. Man separated himself from God. According to Jesus, 
what is the way back? Why does the world not like this answer? 
 Jesus said He was “THE” way, not a way. Depending on your point 
of view, you could say that Jesus was intolerant of other views or you 
could say that He is absolutely inclusive. We live in a world where people 
want options. They want a Burger King salvation – “my way.” In God’s 
mercy, He provided a way when He did not have to.  
 The early church father Athanasius summed up the need for Christ 
in this way: Man is the one who should pay the penalty for sin but is 
unable. God is the one who is able to pay the penalty for sin but should 
not have to. Jesus is the God-Man who, as man, should pay for sin and 
who, as God, is able to pay for that sin.  



6) Read Luke 9:23. Describe His demands of His followers.  
 Jesus never sugar-coated His message. If we are to follow Him that 
means we have to bend our will to His and deny ourselves – even if that 
means to take up our cross for His glory. To give up our life for God is to 
truly save it.  

7) Read Luke 13:23-28. What does it say about those who will be saved 
and those who stay lost? 
 This is Jesus being brutally honest with those around Him. It is not 
enough just to be around Jesus, to be in church, or even to do things in 
His name. It is about having faith in Christ. Those who are not in Christ 
are outside Him and have no place in eternity with Him.  

This is a good place to recall Romans 10:9-10. “because, if  you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one 
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved.” 

8) Read John 3:18 and Rom 3:10. What is our status? Can any person say 
they are good? Why or why not? 
 Without belief there is condemnation. There is no person who can 
say they are good or right apart from God.  

9) Read John 3:16. Why is this such a simple explanatory verse? 
 This is usually one of the first verses that we learn as children. It is 
so common that do we perhaps gloss over it? Read this verse again slowly 
and explore it as a group. Talk about the message in it and what it means 
to us personally.  

10) Read Mark 8:36. The world is concerned with the temporary (money, 
power, health, etc.), and Jesus is concerned with the eternal. How do we 
change our view?  
 This is a great time to take an inventory of what is important in 
our lives. Where do they rank? What is our emphasis? If it is not of 
eternal significance, and if it overshadows God’s will for our lives, then 
it has no real value. James 1:17 reminds us that every good and perfect 
gift comes from the Father. We cannot put the gifts before the gift giver.  



Personal Evaluation. Have you accepted Christ as your savior? Have you 
confessed and do you believe as we read in Rom 10:9-10. If not then 
today is the day of salvation? As a Christ-follower, we are called to share 
the good news with others. Who do you need to share Jesus with today? 
 This is the time, as the group leader, to look your people in the 
eyes and ask them are they right with God. If anyone is unsure, then now 
is the time to be sure. Then, it is time to challenge your group: who is 
that one person they need to talk to. How will they approach them? Have 
them name that person, then, as a group, pray for these individuals by 
name. Pair up those in your group to hold one another accountable for 
following up with those they have named. 


