
Focus Scripture:  Acts 3:1-4:4 
Memory Verse:  Acts 3:19-20 

Introduction Questions 

1) Have you ever seen or been the benefit of a miracle? What was your 
response? 
 Remind your group that not all miracles are healing in nature. They 
can be emotional, financial, and most certainly spiritual. Our salvation is 
a miracle in itself.  

2) How do you qualify what a miracle is? 
 “Unless the outward event creates an inner change, it is really no 
miracle in the New Testament sense. A miracle is an event, either 
outward or inward, which convinces the participant that God is alive, 
active, and over-ruling in His providential care.” – F. Olin Stockwell 

3) Have you ever used an example or lesson from history to make your 
point in a discussion or debate? How was it received? How effective was 
it? 

Read Acts 3:1-4:4 

This is a great time to remind your group that chapters and verses were 
not originally included in the Bible and to look beyond our typical 
chapter designations to see the full event.  

Read this passage as a group. Encourage all participants to each read a 
selection.  

Discussion Questions 

1) What was this man sitting at the gate? What kept him from going into 
the temple? 
 The lame man sat at the gate begging as his only form of income. 
He had to be brought to the gate and carried away due to the deformity 
of his feet and ankles. From a deeper perspective, he was not allowed to 
enter the sanctuary or the presence of God due to his deformities. (See 
Leviticus 21:17-20) 



2) In verse 8, we see the man now in the temple. Why was he now 
allowed in?  
 From a physical stand point, the man was no longer deformed and 
no longer ceremonially unclean, so he was certainly allowed into the 
temple. However, there is a deeper truth here. Previously, the man was 
not allowed into the presence of God. By faith in Christ, and being made 
“perfect” (vs.16), he was now able to enter into God’s presence! 

3) We see the people crowd into Solomon’s Portico. What two actions by 
the man drew their attention? 
 It was obviously a big deal that a man who had been begging for 
years at the temple gate was not running and walking and leaping. The 
Greek used here is also used in the Greek translation of the Psalms and 
uses the same connotation as a deer running and leaping. But just as 
exuberant was the man about his healing, he was also as boisterous 
about praising God. The people knew both the miracle and from Whom it 
had come. 

4) In verse 16, Peter makes an emphasis that it was not just the name of 
Jesus, but by faith in the name of Jesus, that made the man strong. Why 
is this important? 
 Using just the name of Jesus is not enough. In Acts 19, we see seven 
sons of Sceva attempt to cast out a demon “in the name of Jesus whom 
Paul preaches.” They were swiftly beaten and run out of the house. It is 
not just the name of Jesus but faith in Him that makes the difference. 
Recall Hebrews 11:6 that says, “And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He 
exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.” 

5) To be a Christian is to be a “little Christ” or to look like Jesus. In what 
ways do Peter and John exemplify Christ? 
 There are a variety of answers that can be given here. They noticed 
the downtrodden and outcast individual and took time for him. They 
performed a miracle. They declared Good News. One of the biggest 
takeaways is that they did not take credit for the healing themselves. 
Jesus did all things for the glory of the Father and in the same way the 
disciples give all credit to God.  



6) Why does Peter call them to repent? 
 For the forgiveness of sins AND for times of refreshing. This does 
not refer to a future time of restoration but is a current, present relief 
from the bondage of sin.  

7) Peter could have allowed the miracle to speak for itself. Instead, he 
transitions into a teaching moment. What does he use to make his case 
for Christ? 
 Peter first reminds his listeners that, ignorant or not, they were 
the ones who asked for the death of Jesus. It is the Father, the God of 
our fathers, who both glorified Jesus and raised Him from the dead and 
reminds them that he and John are witnesses. Peter then turns to the 
Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament, to show them the prophecies that 
point to Christ.  

The terminology that Peter uses for Jesus comes straight from the Old 
Testament and would have been recognized by the people. These terms 
include servant, Holy and Righteous One, author of life, a prophet like 
Moses, the Messiah, and the seed of Abraham.  

If time permits, review such passages of Scripture including Isaiah 
52:13-53:12, Deuteronomy 18:15-19, and Genesis 12:1-3.  

8) At the start of this passage, Luke records that Peter and John arrive at 
the temple during the hour of prayer – about 3pm in the afternoon. This 
service, known as the Tamid, was conducted twice a day (also at 9am) 
and was when a lamb was offered for the forgiveness of sins. Why would 
these Christian disciples have chosen this time and what was the ultimate 
outcome? 
 Although certainly a time of prayer, the disciples would not have 
chosen this hour for the idea of personal sacrifice but for preaching and 
teaching. The twice a day act by the priests at the temple symbolized an 
ongoing, and never ultimately satisfying, act for forgiveness of sin. 
Through the miracle – the wonder and sign that pointed to Christ – and 
the good news about Jesus Christ, about five thousand men believed. 
This one time ultimate sacrifice of Christ freed them from the bondage 
of sin and proved the temple’s shortcomings. 


