
The Test CPR Study Guide 3.08.20
WEEK 3 Genesis 22 Genesis 24 Genesis 25:19-34, 26 Genesis 27-28 Genesis 29-30 Genesis 31-32 
MEMORY VERSE Genesis 26:4

As we continue to get God’s Word into us each week, we will ask this question each 
week, and it is integral to the study: What passage of Scripture or key verse(s) jumped 
out to you as the Holy Spirit spoke to you through your personal time of reading?

 We are all learning to hear the Word of God and how to apply it to our lives. So what 
did you get out of it? 
How did God speak to you this week? What did he say? How could you apply it?
***CPR Leaders spend a decent amount of time on this, because we want people to 
engage the Scriptures. It might take a few weeks, but this is what we are seeking.
Do you have any question or commentary about your reading from the week? If it can’t 
be answered in the group time, then submit the question to inittoliveit2020@gmail.com.
*** CPR Leaders talk about anything that came up but be intentional. Don’t chase 
rabbits. If someone has a question the group can answer, then great! If more help is 
needed we have an email address where we will gladly assist. This way the class is not 
derailed, and the CPR Leader is not put on the spot.

The Test: Read Genesis 22:1-14
Now it came about after these things…  What were these things?  Isaac, the son of 
promise was finally born (21:5); Ishmael (and Hagar) was sent away from Abraham, 
leaving no bone of contention as to whom the true heir was - Isaac; and Abraham finally 
settled a dispute with Abimelech, king of the Philistines over a well dispute.  Peace, 
finally!  

God tested Abraham.   Interesting that sometimes tests occur when things seem to be 
going well.  What is the purpose of a test?  To help one see what one knows.  It can 
also be translated “to try or to prove.”  Same word used in Ex 15:25; 16:4; 20:20.  What 
is the difference between a test and a temptation?  Test is intended to prove what 
one knows or is; temptation seeks a negative outcome or consequence.  The same 
event or setting could be both a source of testing and temptation.  Consider Genesis 
3:1-7 in the garden where God had issued a prohibition to mankind not to eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, yet He gave them free will, such that they could 
choose or not choose to sin.  Satan came and deceived them and led them to sin and 
fall.  Or Luke 4:1-2, where Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.  God tests us to prove us, to have 
us rise to the occasion, or to help us see our true character.  Temptation has as its end 
to cause one to stumble, sin, and fall.  James 1:13, however, is clear to clarify that God 
is not the author of temptation.  “God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does 
not tempt anyone.”

What was the test according to verse 2?  Abraham was to offer his son Isaac as a 
burnt offering in the land of Moriah on the mountain God would show him.  
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How was this a test for Abraham?  It was his son, his only son, whom he loved.  Isaac 
was Abraham’s son.  He was the heir of promise (17:19) and the long-awaited child of 
his old age.  Abraham had waited 25 years for Isaac’s birth.  Moreover, Isaac was now 
the only son of Abraham, now that Ishmael had been sent away at Sarah’s request.  For 
so long Abraham had longed for a son.  And Isaac was the culmination of his faithful 
waiting and trusting.  Isaac was the key to the fulfi llment of God’s promise to Abraham 
through his descendants.  The test to offer this beloved son was no doubt confl icting to 
Abraham, yet his response is noteworthy.

Have you ever been tested by God?  If so, how?  What happened?  Answers will 
vary.

How did Abraham respond to God’s request/test?  God called; Abraham responded 
verbally immediately.  He rose early the next morning, made preparations for the 
journey, and went straightaway to the place God told him.  It’s noteworthy what is NOT 
in the text.  Abraham did not bargain, plead, complain, whine, or run from God.  His 
response was immediate, complete, and without complaint or challenge.  How does 
your response to God’s commands compare to Abraham’s?  Answers will vary.  
What adjustments do you need to make to respond more like he did?  Key in on 
those components of obedience: right-away, all the way, with no complaining or 
challenge.

Where do you see Abraham exhibiting faith in vv. 5-8?  “I and the lad will go over 
there; and we will worship and return to you.”  Abraham does not say we will worship 
and I will return.  He states that they would return.  All God’s promises are based on the 
promised child, Isaac.  The writer of Hebrews gives additional commentary on this from 
Hebrews 11:19, stating “Abraham considered that God is able to raise people even from 
the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.”  The New Testament author 
and half-brother of Jesus, James, adds that “faith was working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was perfected or completed.”  (James 2:22) True faith 
expresses itself in obedience.

How does Abraham pass the test?  The angel of the Lord interrupts Abraham right at 
the point Abraham was getting ready to slay his son.  Abraham was following through on 
God’s command to him.  

Did God really not know that Abraham feared God?  Explain your answer.  Of 
course the LORD knew.  He had prophesied to Abraham in the dream of Genesis 15 
that Abe’s descendants would be captives in a foreign land for 400 years and then after 
the fourth generation return back.  The Lord knows all things.  The test was more for 
Abraham - that he might know and prove in his own mind and heart that he feared, 
loved, and trusted God with his actions even more than his most precious possession, 
his son.  

God has released Abraham from offering his son, but what transpired next?  
Abraham spied a ram caught in the thicket and offered the ram as a burnt offering in 



place of his son.  Abraham then calls the name of the place “The LORD will provide,” for 
the Lord provided or saw ahead the need and made provision for the need with the ram.   
The ram in the Old Testament was associated with the priesthood (Lev 8:18, 22) and 
atonement (Lev 16:3).  

In what way(s) does this narrative foreshadow the gospel?  The LORD Himself 
provides His own sacrifice for sin, His only Son.  Our best offering of what we could 
bring is not sufficient to atone for sin.  God Himself must provide the sacrifice.  The Son 
Jesus is the substitute who dies in our place and satisfies the wrath of God on our 
behalf.  Jesus, foreshadowed in the ram, serves as both our High Priest (1 Tim 2:5; 
Hebrews 4:14-15) and atonement (1 John 2:2).  As Abraham places the burden of the 
wood on Isaac walking up the mountain, so the Father Himself ultimately placed the 
burden of the cross upon the Son as He carries His wooden cross on his back to Mount 
Calvary.  

What do you observe that stands out to you from the second call of God to 
Abraham in verses 15-18?  God moves from blessing Abraham to GREATLY blessing 
him.  He repeats it twice: “indeed I will GREATLY bless you, and I will GREATLY multiply 
your seed…”  Abraham’s posterity will possess the gate of their enemies and in his 
seed, ultimately Christ, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed because of his 
obedience.  Obedience is a BIG deal to God.  He expects us to obey Him.  He is 
delighted when we choose obedience.  Blessings follow obedience.  

Who is the angel of the Lord?  In verse 15 the angel of the LORD calls to Abraham 
and in verse 16 we hear God Himself speaking, “By Myself I have sworn declares the 
LORD… v. 17  I will greatly bless you…”  It would appear that the angel of the Lord is no 
mere angel.  “The angel of the Lord” appears to be divine, possibly a pre-incarnate 
manifestation of the second Person of the Trinity, God the Son.  See similarly in verses 
11-12.

Discuss ways you need to demonstrate faith and obedience in your current 
circumstances.  Answers will vary.  In what ways have you seen God’s gracious 
pro-vision (He who sees ahead and meets your need)?  Certainly God has provided 
a satisfactory substitute for our sins in Christ.  This may be a time to gently probe and 
throw out a question to see if folks in your group have received Christ.  For example, 
“God provides for our needs if we will trust and obey Him.  The beginning point of all 
true blessings in life begins by putting your trust in God’s sacrifice, Jesus Christ.  If you 
have never done that or would like to know how, talk with me after group…”  OR, you 
could give a gospel presentation (such as Share Jesus or 3-circles, etc.) as culmination 
of your group and offer a clear invitation right there to receive Christ.


