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Sermon-Based Questions  

GET TO KNOW YOU -  
1. Share about a time when you got caught 

doing something wrong but were not truly 
sorry. 

2. Share about a time when you hurt someone 
else and truly felt grieved about it.   

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY - 
3. Read Acts 2:1-4.  How was the promise of the Holy Spirit fulfilled?  The Holy Spirit came on 

the day of Pentecost suddenly, with a loud noise like a mighty rushing wind in the house where 
they were gathered.  Tongues, having the appearance of fire, appeared and rested on them, and 
they began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit was giving them the power to do so.  This 
certainly is descriptive of the incredible power the Holy Spirit would bring (Acts 1:8) when He was 
to come upon these first believers.


4. Read Acts 2:5-16.  What happened as a result?  The festival of Pentecost had brought devout 
Jewish worshipers to Jerusalem.  This loud noise drew a crowd of curious onlookers.  These 
people heard the disciples speaking in their own languages in which they were born.  (The word 
for language here is the word from which we get our English word dialect.)  The miracle of hearing 
these Galileans speak in foreign languages, which they could not have known or learned, and 
that they were speaking the mighty deeds of God prompted a divine opportunity for the 
proclamation of the gospel.  


5. Read Acts 2:16-21.  How did Peter explain this miracle of the Spirit’s arrival?  He said this 
miracle was a fulfillment of the prophecy given by the Old Testament prophet Joel in which the 
Holy Spirit would be given to all men and women, young and old, slaves and free, and these 
would prophesy, declaring the mighty deeds of God.  The pouring out of the Spirit would 
accompany signs and wonders in the heavens prior to the end of all time - aka - the great and 
glorious day of the Lord.  Peter picks up to amplify where Joel leaves off with “everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  He begins preaching about Jesus.


6. Read Acts 2:22-37.  What were the three main points of Peter’s sermon?  1) You killed Him 
(the Righteous One, Jesus).  “This man, Jesus, who was attested by God with signs and 
miracles, you nailed to the cross and killed him by the hands of godless men;” essentially - you 
are guilty of killing this innocent man sent from God; 2) But God raised Him (Jesus).  This was all 
a part of God’s master plan, as evidenced by God raising Him from the dead.  In fulfillment of Old 
Testament Scripture (Psalm 16; Ps 110), this man Jesus is none other than the Messiah, the 
Christ who was prophesied to be resurrected from the grave; and 3) God exalted Him (Jesus) to 
the right hand of the Father.  As such, He is Lord (see David’s reference to Him in Psalm 110).  
Jesus, thus, sent the promised Holy Spirit from heaven to which this crowd had seen and heard.  
Consequently, this Jesus whom you Israel - who should have known better - crucified, is truly 
your Lord and Christ! 


7. How did the crowd respond to Peter’s bold proclamation?  They were pierced (a word similar 
in form to the word used by the soldier who pierced Jesus’ side on the cross after he died and 
blood and water flowed) to the heart over the truth of what they had done.  This elicited a 
desperate cry for help, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  There was a profound sense of conviction 



and guilt in response to the faithful preaching of the word.  John 16:8-11 reveals the Holy Spirit 
comes to convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment.  Indeed, the Holy Spirit 
had done so here, convicting the crowd of their sin of unbelief and ultimate rejection and murder 
of their Messiah, the righteousness of Christ alone, and judgment for their rejection of Him.  
Before anyone can receive Christ, there needs to be a revelation of one’s personal sin and guilt.  
He must embrace his desperate situation and be willing to come to God for help!


8. What was Peter’s remedy for their guilt and conviction of sin?  

“Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  At first glance, this verse sounds like the means of 
forgiveness of sin is through repentance AND baptism.  The hearers of Peter’s sermon would 
have been familiar with John the Baptist’s call for repentance and water baptism as the 
accompanying sign or symbol of their repentance.  Pagan Gentiles converting to Judaism were 
required to be baptized.  So, John’s command for Jews to be baptized as evidence of 
repentance and later Peter’s charge to these Jews would have been offensive to them.  Peter’s 
wording here would also seem to indicate that baptism might be a necessary condition of 
salvation.  There is some grammatical evidence that supports this translation, but there is also 
other grammatical evidence that could support a translation rendering the verse ‘Repent and be 
baptized… because of the forgiveness of your sins…”  


Without getting into a very technical, grammatical answer, we must be careful to let the 
Bible interpret the Bible.  One important rule of Bible interpretation is that we must allow what is 
clearly revealed to shed light on what might be confusing.  We must never base an entire doctrine 
on 1 or 2 highly disputed verses of Scripture when the Bible speaks plainly about the same topic 
in other texts.  


Therefore, Scripture is its own best interpreter.  In the next chapter in 3:19 Peter proclaims 
to an onlooking crowd they must “repent and return so that your sins may be wiped away…” with 
no mention of baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  Later in the book of Acts (10:43) when Peter 
shares the gospel with the Gentile Cornelius and his household he says, “all the prophets bear 
witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”  While 
Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit came upon all who were listening to the message.  Then 
a few verses later Peter said, “surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we did…?”  In this case, the Holy Spirit came upon these 
Gentile believers BEFORE baptism, not after - as described in Acts 2:38.  Forgiveness of sins is 
tied only to faith in Christ, not faith and baptism.  If baptism were necessary, surely Peter would 
have told these Gentile believers, wouldn’t he?  Later when the apostle Paul is in Philippi and the 
Philippian jailer asks, ‘what must I do to be saved?’ Paul responds, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.”  No mention of baptism is given to be saved, 
only faith.  The author of Acts, Luke, also penned the gospel that bears his name.  In it, we have 
the encounter of the thief on the cross who clearly entered Paradise with Jesus - even though he 
could not be baptized.  Luke was also a contemporary of the Apostle Paul.  Paul penned very 
clearly in Ephesians 2:8-9 - “For it is by (means of) grace you have been saved through (means 
of) faith… not by (means of) works, lest anyone should be boast.”  


While baptism is not a condition necessary for salvation, repentance surely is.  
Repentance literally means ‘to think after or behind.’  It means a change of mind or attitude…. 
about what?  About our sin!  Repentance for these Jews meant they needed to change their 
attitude about what they had done to God’s Messiah.  They had consented to His murder.  Now, 
they needed to turn away from this heinous attitude and embrace Him whom God says is both 
Lord and Messiah (Christ).  Jesus began His ministry with a call to repent and believe the gospel 
(Mark 1:15).  Repentance means our attitude towards sin and self is altogether different.  We 



must embrace Jesus as Lord; this means changing our attitude of self-will and surrendering to 
His authority.  We must embrace Jesus as Messiah/Christ, the Anointed One who takes our sins 
away.  We must place our trust in His work, not ours.  This shift in attitude from sin and self-
righteousness to receiving the righteousness by faith is bound up in the term repentance.  You 
can’t keep walking in an ongoing lifestyle of sin (1 John 3:6, 9) and still call yourself a Christian.  
There would be no change of attitude towards sin, self, or God.  


In summary, forgiveness of sins comes by repentance of sin and faith in Christ.  Baptism is 
important not as a condition of salvation but an accompanying fruit of it.  Salvation is by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone.   


9. How did the people respond to Peter’s invitation to repent and receive Christ?  They 
received Peter’s message and followed in believer’s baptism.  3000 people were added to the 
fledgling church that day.  


10.What about you?  Have you personally acknowledged your guilt to God as one who has 
broken the commandments of God?  Have you chosen to turn away from the cruel master 
of sin to come to the merciful Savior, Jesus Christ, who died in your place and was raised?  
Have you called upon Him in faith?  Have you declared your personal faith publicly through 
believer’s baptism?  If not, what questions do you have?  What is the next step God wants 
you to take?  (READ EACH QUESTION ALOUD SLOWLY AND PAUSE IN BETWEEN.  LET THE 
HOLY SPIRIT SPEAK TO EACH PERSON.  GIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR ANYONE TO RESPOND 
AND SHARE.)  We believe the Bible teaches water baptism is an outward expression and the 
first-fruit of repentance.  Baptism is for born-again believers.  There are three reasons why every 
believer should be baptized: 1) Jesus commanded it clearly in the Great Commission (Matt 
28:19); 2) Jesus identified with sinful humanity in His baptism; and so we identify with Him as our 
Savior and Redeemer in baptism; and 3) baptism by immersion in water is a beautiful picture of 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ and our union with Him and our death to sin and new 
life through Him.  If you are a true disciple of Christ and have not been baptized, why would you 
not want to identify with your Lord? 


