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March 24, 2019 
Sermon-based homework questions  

GET TO KNOW YOU -  
1. What things in nature have you observed that are 

truly powerful… or awe-inspiring? 
2. Where have you seen the power of God in action? (answers may vary; some possible 

answers could be a person’s conversion to Christ, coming from death to life; personal 
transformation laying aside the deeds of the flesh and manifesting the fruit of the Spirit; 
literal healings; conviction of sin, etc.)


QUESTIONS FOR STUDY -  

3. What were the disciples interested in knowing?  (see v. 6)  The disciples wanted to know 
when the Lord was going to restore the kingdom back to Israel.  They had not been free as 
a nation for 500 - 700 years.  The northern kingdom of Samaria fell to the Assyrian empire in 
722 B.C., while the southern kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonian empire in 586 B.C.  
The nation of Israel was dominated by foreign powers from then to the present time of the 
disciples by the Persians, Greeks, and the then current ruling empire of the Romans.  They 
longed for Israel to be free and be a dominant world power again as during the days of King 
David and King Solomon.  


4. How did Jesus reply?  (see vv.7-8)  Jesus’ response was basically that they were not on a 
need to know basis.  God the Father has His own time schedule by which He is bringing all 
things together in the end of time (1 Cor. 15:24).  Instead Jesus gave them God’s agenda for 
them in v.8: being filled with the Holy Spirit, they were to be His witnesses to all the world, 
beginning in Jerusalem and moving out!


5. Why were the disciples to wait (vv.4-5) to begin their worldwide mission?  They needed 
the power from God to be witnesses.  The word power is the Greek word from which we 
get our English word dynamite.  The Holy Spirit provides explosive power for believers to be 
Christ’s witnesses.  This mission was no small task.  The gospel was to move from where 
they were in Jerusalem to cross cultural and language barriers beyond Israel to the Gentile 
nations of the earth.  This was a God-sized task!  They needed God’s power!


6. How do believers today ‘tap’ into the power of the Holy Spirit today for witnessing?  
What can hinder His power in our lives?  What should we do to recover this power?  
Through prayer; in our flesh we can grieve the Holy Spirit when we are unkind, rude, or 
embittered and unforgiving towards others; this shuts down God’s power in our life.  We can 
also quench the Spirit when we despise a carefully-examined and confirmed word shared 
prophetically, or even when being ungrateful (1 Thess 5:19-21).  In short, disobedience and 
unconfessed sin short-circuits the flow of power through a believer.  1 John 1:9 and James 
5:16 speak of the importance of the regular confession of sin as a means to restore our 
fellowship with God again.  The early church in response to persecution in Acts 4:23-31 
came together and prayed for boldness and courage to speak the word as they should, and 
the place where they had gathered together to pray was shaken, and they were filled and 
began to speak the word of God with all boldness!


7. The gospel was to go out first from Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the capital of the 
Roman province of Judea.  The region of Samaria was Israel’s distant cousin, 
sandwiched between Galilee and Judea.  The Samaritans were considered half-
breeds of the Jews and Assyrians.  They were hated by the Jews.  Samaritans had a 
common ancestry and heritage with the Jews, believing only in the first five books of 



the Old Testament.  The gospel witness was to extend even to the pagan, Gentile 
nations at the ends of the earth.  How might you identify your Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and ends of the earth?  Our Jerusalem would be the Pace-Milton-Chumuckla 
triangle.  Our Judea might represent Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties, or even northwest 
Florida and southern Alabama.  Our Samaria could represent the cosmopolitan areas of 
central and south Florida, or New Orleans, or Houston, where culture begins to differ 
somewhat in ethnicity, language, and even beliefs from ours.  Our ends of the earth could 
be the DR, Guatemala, or any Gentile nation/people-group that has yet to be penetrated 
with the gospel.  


8. Discuss some practical ways you can be a witness to these areas you have identified.  
(Answers will vary; here are some possible answers: for the Pace-Milton area, we can 
participate in One Love, specifically in the gift-card giveaways where we can share that 
salvation in Christ, too, is a free gift to be received.  For East Milton, we can share Christ 
at the Santa Rosa County fair by serving in the God-mobile and being a witness there.  
We could go door to door inviting people to Easter, praying for them, and sharing a gospel 
witness in some of the many new neighborhoods being built.  For our Samaria, it could be 
praying for, giving towards, or going with Pastor Andy and the mission team to south 
Florida to share Christ alongside Family Church as they seek to reach the multi-ethnic 
community of Wellington in Palm Beach County.  For the ends of the earth, it could be 
adopting an unreached people group to pray for through the joshuaproject.net with 
an app on your phone, praying for, giving towards, or going to the DR, Guatemala, or 
Israel.)


9. After Jesus ascended, the disciples returned to Jerusalem and did what?  They went 
to the upper room, and were continually devoting themselves to prayer with one mind.  Out 
of this context, the church made an important decision: they replaced Judas’ spot as an 
apostle.  How could these verses inform the church in matters of important decision-
making?  We should seek the Lord in prayer, together, continually, with one united heart 
and mind.  We can trust the Lord to bring consensus to the church and direct our next steps 
when we are humbly submitted to His leadership and demonstrate unity as a body.  See 
also Acts 6:1-7.  


10. Look up the following verses and observe the Sovereign Holy Spirit’s work in the 
expansion of the gospel.

• In Acts 8, the church was scattered, following the great persecution of the church after the 

martyrdom of Stephen.  This took believers into Judea and Samaria.  As they went, they 
were preaching the word.  Philip came to the city of Samaria and found them receptive.  
Peter and John were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans on their way 
back down to Jerusalem.  Philip is directed by the Spirit to share the gospel with an 
Ethiopian eunuch of the court of Queen Candace.


• In Acts 10 recounts the vision of Peter to go share the gospel to the Roman centurion 
Cornelius; 10:34-35 Peter understands that “in every nation the man who fears Him and 
does what is right is welcome to Him.”  Peter in Acts 11 came back to Jerusalem and 
convinced the Jews that “God had granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads 
to life.”


• In Acts 11:20-26 - Some of the Jews scattered made their way to Antioch where they 
preached Jesus to them, and a large number of them turned to the Lord.  Barnabas and 
Saul spent about a year discipling them.


• In Acts 13:1-4 - Out of prayer and fasting, the Holy Spirit set apart Barnabas and Saul to 
the first missionary journey.  From this point in Acts, Paul and his multiple missionary 
journeys westward take the stage.
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