
The Promise CPR Study Guide 3.01.20

As we continue to get God’s Word into us each week, we will ask this question each 
week, and it is integral to the study: What passage of Scripture or key verse(s) jumped 
out to you as the Holy Spirit spoke to you through your personal time of reading?
WEEK 2 Reading: Job 40-42 Genesis 11-12 Genesis 15 Genesis 16-17 Genesis 18-19 
Genesis 20-21 MEMORY VERSE Genesis 15:6
 We are all learning to hear the Word of God and how to apply it to our lives. So what 
did you get out of it? 
For example: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”—-
Intelligent people continue to try to explain this, but God hands off to men what he 
wants them to know about it. He did it! He follows with a summary explanation. Perhaps 
you went deeper on this verse, and just contemplated the awesomeness of God. —- 
Again, how did God speak to you this week? What did he say? How could you apply it?
***CPR Leaders spend a decent amount of time on this, because we want people to 
engage the Scriptures. It might take a few weeks, but this is what we are seeking.
Do you have any question or commentary about your reading from the week? If it can’t 
be answered in the group time, then submit the question to inittoliveit2020@gmail.com.
*** CPR Leaders talk about anything that came up but be intentional. Don’t chase 
rabbits. If someone has a question the group can answer, then great! If more help is 
needed we have an email address where we will gladly assist. This way the class is not 
derailed, and the CPR Leader is not put on the spot.

The Promise: Read Genesis 15:1-20

Highlights or questions from the sermon related to the passage. “Aha” moments if any.
Give folks a chance to respond/review/ get a question answered or mention an “Aha” 
moment from sermon. Pause, give them a chance, but no need to dwell on it.
Beginning with verses 1-6, discuss the significance of:
“after these things”
Probably one of the best things to happen for us reading together through the Bible is 
that we are slowing down. We’re not speed-reading. We are reading to get the Word 
into us. As we slow down, we take the time to understand what “After these things” 
refers to. —Abram took his 318 men on a rescue mission 125 miles from home against 
estimates of 50-100k vandals that had pillaged and kidnapped folks in neighboring 
communities. Obviously, God enabled the outnumbered Abram to outmaneuver these 
outsiders. On the way back with the victory spoils in hand, Abram is offered an award by 
the king of Sodom. He refused, because he didn’t want anyone but God being credited 
with blessing him.  So in chapter 15, God states that Abram’s reward shall be very 1

great.
“the word of the LORD came to him”
"The word of the LORD", this is the first time this phrase is used in the Bible. It will 
now be used many times. It’s good idea to pay close attention to first usage of words in 

 That is, after the battle against these kings, after the meeting of Melchizedek, after the refusal 1

of taking the reward and so forth from the king of Sodom.
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the Bible. — Our series is called “Word” and I almost skimmed right over this! — In John 
1:1 we read “In the beginning was the Word…”—-speaking of Jesus Christ. —In John 8 
Jesus got into an argument/debate with the Jews. He was really trying to tell them that 
he was God without saying he was God, because he knew they couldn’t handle that. He 
told them that Abraham knew him. And It could be that Jesus was referring to this when 
He said, "Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and saw it" (John 8:56).” When, one of two 
places: some consider the priest Melchizidek from Gen.14 to be a type of Christ, if not 
the preincarnate Christ and/or right here in G.15:1 “the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision”—-Jesus is the Word!—- so just soak all that in.
God said, “Fear not…”- what is Abram worried about?
God comes to Abram in a vision telling him to fear not, trust me, I’m enough for you, 
you’re going to be blessed.—- God knows the heart. He knew what was on the mind of 
Abram. —- He just won a great victory, but as he now reflected, the thought of the 
brevity of life likely trickled in as he thought, “What if it all ended for me today? I don’t 
have a son to carry on.” HE MAY BE THINKING AFTER THE RUSH OF WINNING A 
BATTLE THAT THOSE GUYS MAY REALIZE THAT IS GROUP OF 300 JUST 
EMBARRASSED THEM, AND THEY MAY SEEK REVENGE. <pz> Something for us 
right here. God knows what we’re going through. He knows what’s on our minds. 
God knows what is dominating your thoughts! He knows about that upcoming surgery, 
test, meeting, visit, etc. He cares. God comes to Abram in a vision to bring calm to the 
situation. He comes to reassure him that all that he told him before is going to happen. 
“Fear not.” (first of the “fear nots” in the Bible! 331 times in 144 verses)—- Child of God, 
this is a recurring theme throughout Scriptures: God doesn’t want you scared of 
anything…He’s got you!
What were verses 2 and 3 all about?

Fresh off rejecting rewards from battle, and seeking some kind of confirmation that he’s 
on the right track Abram asks, “O Lord GOD what will you give me?” He was still 
childless, not getting any younger, and their is no child of promise to date. Who is going 
to be his heir? Who is he leaving all of his stuff to? He’s wondering, am I leaving it all to 
Eliezer my servant or is something else going on?

What was Abram to learn from God taking him outside to count stars?
God drew him a picture in the sky. They say a picture is worth a thousand words. It 
couldn’t have been more truer than this moment.— God reminded Abram of all he had 
already created. — God has done more than we can count or understand. He has this 
under control. It’s humbling. 
Explain the significance of verse 6. (It’s a key verse in the Bible take your time.) 
“(Abram) believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”—- You see, 
God sees the heart. This is one of the few people that we can be absolutely certain is in 
heaven, because God gives us a peek into a man’s heart as the inspired writer tells us 
that “he believed…” and we know it is genuine belief, because of the last part:”God 
counted it as righteousness” which was an accounting term. God gave him credit for his 
belief. Of course the key word: God. This belief was such that it made him right with 
God. That is what we call JUSTIFICATION.Justification means to be made right with 



God.—-It is this type of genuine belief in God that authenticates every true believer as 
right with God. True believers do what God says!
Compare to (Romans 4:21–25).—- What does this have to do with us?
He was fully convinced that God could do what he said he was going to do! Clearly his 
belief is what justified him before God. And here’s some good news. We are justified the 
same way as Abram. God looks into our heart to see genuine belief.***this was also 
written for us. We are all saved the same way: “for by grace are you saved by FAITH.”
When is it, and when is it not okay to ask God questions?
God looks at the heart and motive for our questions. Of course, he can handle all 
questions, but he does not care for questions that are founded in doubt, as in not 
trusting him. God understands genuine doubt, like “Lord, I believe, but help my 
unbelief.” He just looks for sincerity (and that comes from the heart). Rebellious 
questions are a different ball game. “I don’t believe so I’m going to ask this.”
In verse 8, Abram asks God a question. How are we to know anything about God, 
eternal life, what he wants us to do, etc.?
“How am I to know…?” is a great question. Abram had just show signs of genuine belief 
to God. So this question is coming from a good place. He’s just wanting as much detail 
as God would give him of how all this was going to go down. He believes it’s happening, 
he just wants details. —It’s a fair question. God has already answered a ton of stuff in 
Scripture. Read it. Find it. But you can ask for more, he may or may not tell you more.

How are God’s promises meant to help us? How do we find these promises?
They give us confidence. They reveal more about God, especially after we see them 
come true. It proves that God is Sovereign. —- We find these promises in the Bible.

What is your favorite promise from God’s Word?
Personal answers like Jesus is coming back, he has a place prepared for me, etc.
Verses 12-20 deal with the “contract.”— Explain the significance of this to God and to 
man. Is this conditional or unconditional? Explain.
In those days, contracts were made by the sacrificial cutting of animals, with the split 
carcasses of the animals lying on the ground. Then both parties to the covenant walked 
through the animal parts together, repeating the terms of the covenant. By the way, the 
Lord made a covenant in Genesis 15:18 is literally, “the Lord cut a covenant.”— The 
deal was: if either party broke the covenant; whoever breached it would be cut in half 
like these animals. In this case, God made Abram fall to sleep at the time of the “walk-
through” (signing of the covenant); and God as fire walked through alone. Thus the 
covenant all depended on God. — Abram couldn’t mess this up. God had it.—- 
Possession of the Promise Land for Abram depended on God making sure it happened.

What did we learn about God, and what did we learn about man in this passage?
Your answers.
What did you learn from this section of Scripture? What can you apply to your daily life?
Your answers.




