
Sermon-Based Leader Helps
KEY TEXT: Galatians 1:6-12
Guarding against false gospels

GET TO KNOW YOU QUESTIONS.
1. Share about a time when you faithfully finished or met a goal.  What was/were 

the keys to your success?
2. Share about a time when you were deceived by someone or something.  How 

did it happen?
STUDY QUESTIONS.
3. What highlights or questions did you have from the sermon?
4. Some helpful background info on Galatians.  

• Who wrote Galatians?  v.1 - Paul
• When was this letter written in the chronology of Paul?  Most likely, Paul 

wrote Galatians after his first missionary journey (Acts 13-14) but before the 
Jerusalem council of Acts 15 because he does not explicitly reference the 
council or the letter sent back to Antioch.   It was written perhaps sometime 
in the early 50’s.  Galatians was one of his first letters written.

• Where is Galatia?  Galatia is set in present-day Turkey.  Most likely, the areas 
of Lycaonia, Galatia, and Phrygia overlapped.  The cities of Derbe, Lystra, 
and Iconium had believers in them.  Paul found Timothy in Derbe on his 
second missionary journey through there.  These believers most likely were a 
mix of Gentiles and Jews.  (Acts 13:46-48)



5. Read Galatians 1:6-12.  These verses help identify the reason(s) Paul wrote 
this letter.  What was it?  These Gentile believers were so quickly turning away 
from or deserting the gospel of grace in which he had established them for another 
gospel, a false gospel, which was really not one at all.  The occasion that prompted 
this letter appears to be Jewish believers who strongly believed that Gentile 
believers must obey the law, beginning with circumcision.  These false teachers had 
come to the Galatian churches and persuaded them that they had to keep the law.  
In fear they were turning from the gospel of grace to a yoke of Judaism - one of rule-
keeping.  These Jewish teachers from Judea saw Christianity merely as a sect of 
Judaism.  The big idea of the letter is that the gospel of Christ is one of grace 
wherein we are free from the obligation to keep the entire law (because we can’t).  
But this grace is never a freedom or license to sin but to serve one another in love 
(Gal 5:13; Romans 6:1-4).  

6. What ‘other gospels’ are prevalent in our day and time?  (listen; answers will 
vary)

7. In contrast to this false gospel of these Judaizing teachers, where did Paul get 
his gospel?  Read Galatians 1:11-12 and Acts 26:4-18.  Paul says his gospel was 
not according to man, nor received or taught from man, but from a revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  Paul received this gospel directly from Christ Himself on the 
Damascus road.  The resurrected Christ appeared to Paul (originally called Saul) 
and opened his spiritual eyes to understand who Jesus really is: the Jewish Messiah 
and Savior of the world.  He commissioned Paul to be sent (apostle means sent-
one) to the Jews and Gentiles to preach forgiveness of sins by faith in Christ.

8. What exactly IS the gospel of Christ which Paul preached to them?  In its 
simplest form, Paul lists it in 1 Cor 15:3-4: Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.  He was buried.  He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.  Protestant Reformer Martin Luther said, “The law discovers the disease.  
The gospel gives the remedy.”  Just as a physician may correctly diagnose disease, 
that itself is not the cure.  The patient must take the medicine.  The Law of God 
reveals our inability to perfectly keep it but is impotent to empower us to keep it.  It 
reveals our sin.  The gospel is the prescription every sin-sick sinner must take to be 
made well.  Any presentation of the gospel must make clear these main truths: 
• 1) All men have disobeyed the law of God (Romans 3:10) because all men are 

sinners (Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23); 
• 2) Sin brings brokenness, isolation, judgment, and death to all men (Genesis 

3:8-10, 23-24 Romans 5:12, 6:23; Hebrews 9:27); 
• 3) Man is powerless to escape his own brokenness and eternal death (Ephesians 

2:1-2; Proverbs 14:12);  
• 4) Christ as a perfect sacrifice in place of us willingly suffered mankind’s deserved 

punishment of death (Romans 5:8; Hebrews 9:22; 1 John 2:2) but rose again in 
victory over death as the Scriptures foretold (Luke 24:25-27).



• 5) The good news is that Christ Himself has paid the penalty for our sins that we 
never could; to all who are willing to change their attitude towards sin and leave it 
behind to place their trust and hope in Christ’s sacrifice, they can be forgiven their 
sin and adopted into God’s forever family!  (John 1:12; Acts 3:19; Titus 3:5; 
Romans 8:1; Gal 4:6-7; Ephesians 2:8-10)

9. How can we practically defend ourselves from being taken in by a false 
gospel? Look up the following verses and discuss further.

• John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:12-16; 1 John 2:20,27; 1 John 4:1-4 - The Holy 
Spirit indwells every believer; one of His roles is to teach us and lead us into all 
truth.  Every born-again believer has the Spirit of God to discern spiritual truth.  The 
Spirit of God is the Spirit of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is the Anointing who will teach 
us what is true and is consistent with the apostolic witness found in Scripture.

• 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Psalm 119:105; 1 John 2:22-25 - The Holy 
Scriptures, the Bible, is a trustworthy guide unto salvation.  It is God’s self-
disclosure and revelation from Himself to us.  Any teaching that would deviate from 
the clear, apostolic teaching of the Bible and its witness of Christ Jesus as the God-
man is in danger of being heretical, untrue, and leaving men condemned to die in 
their sin.  

• Luke 8:15; Acts 17:11; 1 Timothy 4:7b-8; 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Peter 3:17-18- These 
verses commend personal study, holding fast to the teaching and truth of 
Scripture.  When Paul came to Berea and preached Christ in the synagogue, these 
Jews received his message with eagerness but didn’t take his word for it.  They 
dove into the Scripture to study it for themselves to see if it were really true.  The 
Bible in the hands of a Spirit-filled believer who is committed to personal study of 
the Scriptures can tremendously establish this believer in the truth.  We must learn 
to discipline ourselves for the purpose of godliness and keep growing.

• 1 John 2:18-19; 4:6; 1 Timothy 1:3-5; 2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:2; 3:14; 1 Corinthians 
12:27-28 - The community of the church has been entrusted to guard and keep the 
standard of sound words.  The community of the saints brings a healthy check to 
any individual’s unique interpretation.  The church’s authority lies in its integrity to 
the message of Scripture.  The church is to correct and combat false doctrine 
through its prophetic and teaching ministries.  


