
Snapshots CPR Study Guide 3.15.20
WEEK 4 Genesis 33, 35 Genesis 37 Genesis 39-40 Genesis 41 Genesis 42-43 Genesis 44-45 MEMORY 
VERSE Genesis 50:20

As we continue to get God’s Word into us each week, we will ask this question each 
week, and it is integral to the study: What passage of Scripture or key verse(s) jumped 
out to you as the Holy Spirit spoke to you through your personal time of reading?

 We are all learning to hear the Word of God and how to apply it to our lives. So what 
did you get out of it? 
How did God speak to you this week? What did he say? How could you apply it?
***CPR Leaders spend a decent amount of time on this, because we want people to 
engage the Scriptures. It might take a few weeks, but this is what we are seeking.
Do you have any question or commentary about your reading from the week? If it can’t 
be answered in the group time, then submit the question to inittoliveit2020@gmail.com.
*** CPR Leaders talk about anything that came up but be intentional. Don’t chase 
rabbits. If someone has a question the group can answer, then great! If more help is 
needed we have an email address where we will gladly assist. This way the class is not 
derailed, and the CPR Leader is not put on the spot.Share a picture from your phone 
with the group of a special moment/snapshot of your life.  Explain why it is significant.

Take out your phone and share with the group a snapshot/moment that is 
meaningful to you and explain why.  


Next, share about a moment/snapshot in life you are glad is NOT recorded on 
camera.  (Obviously, preface this with a measure of decorum; we don’t want to know 
your dirty laundry, just maybe share about a difficult valley you walked through.  For 
example, Pastor Andy walking with Heidi through her cancer.) 

One of the things to pay attention to throughout the narrative arc of Joseph is 
God’s sovereign hand in the details.  Where do you see God in verses 1-6?  God 
sovereignly directs the sale of Joseph to not just anyone but to Potiphar, captain of 
Pharaoh’s bodyguard.  (See Acts 17:26 - God determines man’s times and boundaries 
of habitation)  Verse 2 directly tells us that the Lord is with Joseph and caused all that 
he did to prosper in his hand.  We see in verse 4 God’s providential hand guiding 
Joseph’s steps as he is promoted by Potiphar on account of the Lord’s blessing of 
Joseph’s work.  The phrase ‘Joseph found favor’ is reminiscent of the phrase ‘Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.’  The word favor is the same word for grace here.  
Literally, favor or grace means to be inclined towards someone.  God continued to 
bless Potiphar’s household with Joseph as its new overseer.  Potiphar gives complete 
charge to Joseph over all his possessions. 

Notice that Potiphar saw that the Lord was with Joseph and that Lord caused all 
he did to prosper.  Does how you live your Christian life the other six (6) days of 
the week really matter?  Explain your answer.  Yes, absolutely!  If you claim Christ, 
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you should walk as He walked (1 John 2:3-6).  In so doing, others will see Christ in you - 
in the way you handle your marriage, your finances, your family, your work, your 
conflict, etc.  Discuss ways that others can see the Lord is in you at work, home, 
community, finances, church, personally etc.  Some ideas are as follows: 
Work - working diligently, ethically, giving your best effort, honoring your superiors and 
the mission of your company, resolving conflict as best you can, pray for and share 
Christ with your co-workers as is appropriate 
Home - serving your spouse and kids around the house, leading (and reading to) them 
spiritually, faithfully providing for their financial means, engaging and meeting their 
relational needs; praying with your spouse and kids; pray for and share Christ with your 
family; training them in godly behavior (manners, purity, etc.) 
Community - caring for your neighbors by getting to know them, talk with them, learn 
their needs, pray for them, have them over, share Christ with them, meet practical 
needs as you can, listen to them 
Finances - Tithe faithfully to your church, though this is not an area you would want to 
broadcast; your giving should be done secretly, between you and the Lord, from a heart 
of cheerfulness and sincerity.  Pay your debts back; pay your taxes and bills.  Prepare 
an emergency fund (Joseph will later store up surplus to meet the needs during the 
crisis of famine) 
Church - become a contributor more than a consumer.  Serve in a ministry.  Give 
faithfully.  Live in community with other believers.  Resolve conflict peacefully.  Exhort 
others to live faithfully for Christ.  Invest in others (DMD). 

Notice the wording of v. 7: “It came about after these events that his master’s 
wife looked with desire at Joseph…”  What events are we talking about?  Joseph’s 
rise to authority and power in Potiphar’s house in vv. 1-6.  Also, Moses the author gives 
us the description that Joseph was handsome in form and appearance to set the stage 
for the ensuing temptation.  When are we more vulnerable to temptation: in times of 
adversity or prosperity?  Explain your answer.  More often than not, we are more 
vulnerable in prosperity because we have relaxed our guard.  In seasons of prosperity 
we feel self-made and self-sufficient.  At times we can foolishly forget that God is the 
One who got us there.  What can we do to remain sober and prepared for 
temptation?   It would be wise to cultivate an attitude of gratitude that everything we 
have comes from God (1 Thessalonians 5:18); prayer is critical (Matthew 26:41).  Walk in 
humility (Micah 6:8); hide God’s word in your heart (Psalm 119:9,11). 

How does Joseph respond to this seductive temptation?  He refuses.  What are 
the keys to his success?  He demonstrates unflinching loyalty to his master and 
understands that to violate his master’s marriage covenant would be a great evil.  
Joseph also believes this would be a sin against God.  In temptation, his faithful answer 
reminds us that in temptation we should remember God is right there with us.  He sees 
it all and knows all.  In light of the eyes of the Lord (Proverbs 15:3), though no one else 
would know, God would.  Joseph demonstrates the fear of the Lord is to hate evil 
(Proverbs 8:13), pride, arrogance, the evil way and perverted mouth.  He also refused to 
listen to her.  It is wise to replace sinful thoughts with sacred Scripture (see Philippians 



4:8).  Contrast this with the naive youth in Proverbs 7:6-27.  Joseph does not listen to 
her persistent seductive invitations.  As the situation escalated and she went from 
inviting to grabbing, he ran away, leaving his garment behind.  Read 1 Corinthians 
6:18-20.  Why are we to run in the face of sexual temptation?  Sexual temptation is 
strong!  Once a person begins to give in to physical passions, it is very difficult to stop.  
We can talk ourselves into anything.  Therefore, the wisest course of action is to flee!  
Sexual sin is serious.  It is in a category by itself, as Paul writes.  It is grievous because 
it is against our own body, which houses the indwelling Holy Spirit.  So, committing 
sexual sin is tantamount to making the Holy Spirit watch us defile His temple, our own 
body, with another person.  God desires us to control our bodies to live holy and 
honorably before Him.  Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 and Hebrews 13:4.  God also has 
a stern warning for those who break up marriages in Hebrews 13:4.  Marriage is a 
picture of God’s faithful covenant love for His bride, the church.  There are serious 
consequences for defacing or defiling God’s pictures. 

God builds present character to prepare us for future assignments.  How was 
God building Joseph’s character thus far in this chapter?   He was teaching him 
diligence and humility through service in Potiphar’s house.  This would serve him well 
later as administrator of the surplus during the famine.  He was also learning purity and 
loyalty, both to God and employer.  He demonstrated a respect for his master and the 
sanctity of marriage, which was set in place by God.  He also gained wisdom - as 
should we - that it is not wise to put yourself in a compromising situation alone with 
someone of the opposite gender.  1 Thessalonians 5:21 says to abstain or avoid every 
appearance of evil.  Joseph’s naïveté was ‘schooled’ through the school of hard 
knocks.  It is wise to protect your good name and integrity (Proverbs 22:1).  One of the 
comforting things to realize about this whole narrative is that God never wastes a hurt.  
He uses our past and even painful experiences to prepare us for greater assignments as 
we prove trustworthy and faithful.  How is he building your character presently?  
Share with the group some things God is presently working with you on.  Answers 
will vary. 

What happens next in verses 13-20?  Joseph is wrongfully accused for sexually 
coming on to Potiphar’s wife, and he is ultimately thrown in jail.   


Despite being wrongfully framed as a sexual predator, how does Joseph proper in 
jail?  We see in v. 21 once again that the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness 
to him and gave him favor in the sight of the jailer.  The jailer entrusts Joseph with the 
care of the prisoners, and everything prospers under his care and supervision.  It 
appears that even when man accuses and sentences Joseph wrongfully, God 
vindicates his innocent character by sticking with Him.


Joseph did everything right and ended up in jail.  How is that right?  God 
accomplishes His good purposes in His perfect timing despite man’s flawed free will.  
It’s easier for us to say this because we know the end of the story.  However, in the 
moment Joseph had to feel confused or upset.  Yet, he does not whine or complain in 



Gen 39.  In Gen 40 he appeals to the cup-bearer to make mention of him to Pharaoh, 
but the cup-bearer forgets about him… until 2 full years later (Gen 41:1).  At the proper 
time, God brought Joseph forth to Pharaoh.  God’s good purposes cannot be thwarted 
by evil men or Satan’s schemes.  God brought physical deliverance (a foreshadowing of 
our salvation) for Joseph’s family, which contained God’s promised Seed, from the 
famine through the surplus of grain.  He also brought reconciliation to a messed up, 
dysfunctional family… all in God’s perfect timing.  We must stay faithful in our present 
circumstances even when things look bleak.  God is still on His throne; we must trust 
His timing, not ours.


What snapshot/moment/season of life are you having to trust God in right now?  
Remember and share some ways He has brought you through in the past to 
encourage (yourself and) others.  Answers will vary. 


